
 

Monday 22nd June 

 
Piano recital by Ashok Gupta (2007)  

Clare alumnus Ashok Gupta (2007), who studied at the Royal Birmingham Conservatoire and London’s Guildhall School of 
Music and Drama, will give two short piano recitals. 

 

Live Talks:  
 

2pm - Welcome from the Master 
Old Court Update with Bill O’Hearn (Development Director) 

 
3pm - ‘The Psychology of Cognitive Illusions – or why the mind is tricked’ by Professor Nicola Clayton FRS and 

Professor Clive Wilkins MMC 
Professor Clayton and Professor Wilkins from the Department of Psychology (University of Cambridge) will explore what 

cognitive illusions reveal about the psychology of the human mind; not just perception but also memory and the ability to 
mentally travel in time, to revisit our past experiences and reflect upon them, and to explore places we have yet to visit. 

Magic effects also illuminate some important things about Theory of Mind. Both mental time travel and theory of mind are 
constrained by egocentric bias, our tendency to overvalue the present self over other selves and other times. 

 
5pm - A discussion with two Clare Fellows, Toby Wilkinson and Paul Cartledge, about their new books: 

 
A World Beneath the Sands – Toby Wilkinson, Fellow (link to the book) 

Our fascination with ancient Egypt goes back to the ancient Greeks. But the heyday of Egyptology was undoubtedly the 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. This golden age of scholarship and adventure is neatly book-ended by two epoch-
making events: Champollion's decipherment of hieroglyphics in 1822 and the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb by Howard 

Carter and Lord Carnarvon a hundred years later. 

 
In A World Beneath the Sands, the acclaimed Egyptologist Toby Wilkinson tells the riveting stories of the men and women 

whose obsession with Egypt's ancient civilisation drove them to uncover its secrets. Champollion, Carter and Carnarvon are 
here, but so too are their lesser-known contemporaries, such as the Prussian scholar Karl Richard Lepsius, the Frenchman 

Auguste Mariette and the British aristocrat Lucie Duff-Gordon. Their work – and those of others like them – helped to enrich 
and transform our understanding of the Nile Valley and its people, and left a lasting impression on Egypt, too. Travellers and 
treasure-hunters, ethnographers and epigraphers, antiquarians and archaeologists: whatever their motives, whatever their 
methods, all understood that in pursuing Egyptology they were part of a greater endeavour – to reveal a lost world, buried 

for centuries beneath the sands. 

 
Thebes: The Forgotten City of Ancient Greece - Paul Cartledge (Link to the book) 

The ancient Greek city of Thebes was at times very important but also very often forgotten - or, worse, confused with its 
even better known ancient Egyptian namesake (now modern Luxor). Its fame was usually eclipsed by that of Sparta and 
Athens, and it made one dreadful mistake which eventually led to its complete if only temporary physical annihilation. 

However, besides the historical city there was also the mythical city - Thebes the city of Oedipus and so the fount and origin 
of an everflowing stream of still pertinent myth (think Freud...). In my new book, Thebes: the Forgotten City of Ancient 

Greece (Picador 2020), I try to do justice to both cities, the historical and the mythical, and this lecture will likewise aim to 
give a strong flavour of both. 

 

 
 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/World-Beneath-Sands-Adventurers-Archaeologists/dp/1509858725
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Thebes-Forgotten-City-Ancient-Greece/dp/1509873163/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&qid=1591000196&refinements=p_27%3APaul+Cartledge&s=books&sr=1-1


Tuesday 23rd June 
 

Live Talks:  
 

4pm - Recording life in Lockdown Claire Parker (2012) 
Life in lockdown can offer an opportunity to engage more deeply with the spaces and objects we tend to take for granted. 

This live workshop led by Clare Collage alumna (2012) and BBC One’s ‘The Big Painting Challenge’ finalist Claire Parker will 

explore approaches to drawing as a means to understanding, exploring, and recording the everyday – and to staying sane!  

For this workshop you will need something which has taken on particular significance to you during lockdown. It might be a 

view, a piece of furniture, an object or collection of objects – anything which has meaning to you. Do not worry if you have 

never drawn before – the only materials you will need are paper (printer paper is completely fine), tape (for sticking sheets 

of paper together), and a pencil. Other media such as charcoal, pastels, and felt tip pens are welcome, but by no means 

essential. 

After the class, please share your creations with us by emailing events@clare.cam.ac.uk.  
 

5pm - ‘How to age well and restore health resilience’ with Lynne Cox (1984) 
Lynne Cox (1984) works on the basic biology of ageing, trying to understand what drives ageing, and developing new  

interventions that can improve health and resilience in later life. 
 

In this talk, Lynne will outline how studying processes of basic biology can inform on developing interventions that improve 
health and resilience. She will also discuss what is meant by biological ageing, what factors contribute to ageing and the 

diseases of ageing, and what we can be done about it. In particular, Lynne will cover how research into ageing of the body’s 
cells (known as cell senescence) is highlighting different ways to tackle age-related diseases. 

 
As we learn to live in a world with COVID-19, it is crucial to understand why older people are at very high risk, Lynne will 
briefly cover the process of immunosenescence (failure of the immune system with age) and what interventions might  

already be available to help. She will round up by summarising future promising directions in the new field of geroscience. 
 

Wednesday 24th June 
 

Comedy Songs with Bounder and Cad – Adam Drew (2006) 
The musical comedy duo whose mischievous lyrics 10 Downing St tried to censor, until their jazzy tunes had the PM 

dancing. Join them for some hilarious songs about the current times.  
 

Live Talks: 

4pm - Recording life in Lockdown Claire Parker (2012) 
Life in lockdown can offer an opportunity to engage more deeply with the spaces and objects we tend to take for granted. 

This live workshop led by Clare Collage alumna (2012) and BBC One’s ‘The Big Painting Challenge’ finalist Claire Parker will 

explore approaches to drawing as a means to understanding, exploring, and recording the everyday – and to staying sane!  

For this workshop you will need something which has taken on particular significance to you during lockdown. It might be a 

view, a piece of furniture, an object or collection of objects – anything which has meaning to you. Do not worry if you have 

never drawn before – the only materials you will need are paper (printer paper is completely fine), tape (for sticking sheets 

of paper together), and a pencil. Other media such as charcoal, pastels, and felt tip pens are welcome, but by no means 

essential. 

5pm—‘The Alchemist in the Library: A Clare Mystery’ by Dr Tim Chesters (Fellow) 
In this talk, Tim Chesters will share one of the newly-discovered secrets of the Fellows' Library, and through it tell the story 

of one of Clare’s most colourful Fellows. Piecing together some extraordinarily densely annotated books from the  
collection, the history of chemical experimentation, Tudor medicine, letters from the College archive, the College silver, a 
memorial sculpture, and an East London pub, the talk will show how Clare may hold the key to one of the most intriguing 

mysteries in the history of English alchemy. 
 



Thursday 25th June 
 

Past Time with Good Company: Writing and Leisure in Early Modern England with Eve Houghton (2017) 
Eve Houghton studied at Clare on the Mellon Fellowship and received an MPhil in Renaissance Literature in 2018. She is 
now a PhD student in English at Yale.  This talk was first presented in association with an exhibit at Yale's Beinecke Rare 
Book and Manuscript Library curated by Eve, "Pastime with Good Company: Writing and Leisure in Early Modern Eng-
land." The exhibit focuses on the circulation of poems in manuscript, particularly in seventeenth-century Cambridge in 
times of plague. It likens the repeated copying of these poems to contemporary ideas of "virality" or "memes." But in 

light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the negative connotations of virality are very much on everyone's mind. The exhibit ar-
gues that fear about contagion and desire to scrutinize community boundaries was not just a feature of early modern 

literary culture in times of plague, but was actually central to the way that people thought about manuscript circulation 
itself, as a powerful medium for reaching wider audiences but also as a way of exerting control over that dissemination. 

 

Live Talks: 

3pm – Introduction to the University Museum of Zoology with Dr William Foster (Fellow & Emeritus Curator 
of Insects in the University Museum of Zoology) and Dr Edgar Turner (Fellow & Curator of Insects in the Uni-

versity Museum of Zoology) 
The University Museum of Zoology in Cambridge contains about 2 million biological specimens, collected over the last 

200 years from all over the world. This represents a vast storehouse of biological information that can be used to answer 
questions about evolution, long-term environmental change, and human impacts on the natural world. In this live ses-
sion, Ed Turner, Curator of Insects, and Dr William Foster, Emeritus Curator of Insects, will introduce the Museum and 

talk about ongoing research based in the insect part of the collection that aims to understand changes in insect popula-
tions that have occurred in Cambridgeshire over the last 200 years. 

 

Friday 26th June 

 

Story telling with Marion Leeper 
Join professional storyteller Marion Leeper as she tells enchanting summer stories for all of the family. 

 
Unmasking the equations; how modelling can help us understand infectious disease epidemics  

with PhD student Nick Taylor (2018) 

In this talk Clare College PhD student Nick Taylor will present an introduction to the mathematical modelling concepts 

that informed government policy making at the start of the Coronavirus epidemic in the UK.  

He will also showcase the ‘lowhighcovid’ web app, an interactive modelling and data platform created by Nick and Daniel 

Muthukrishna, another Clare College PhD student. 

 

Live Talks: 

 

3pm—Joseph Banks (1743-1820) Botanic Macaroni and Ecological Imperialist by Dr Patricia Fara, Fellow 
To commemorate the 200th anniversary of his death, this well-illustrated lecture reappraises the long career of 

Joseph Banks, the wealthy young gentleman who completed his University education by travelling around the world with 
James Cook. Although heavily satirised, Banks became President of London’s Royal Society for 42 years and was a close 
confidant of George III. An administrator rather than an academic, he strongly influenced British scientific and imperial 

policy. 



Saturday 27th June 
All talks on this day will be pre-recorded and will be in available in the morning. 

 
Castles in the Air: Constructing Reality in the Brain with Professor Paul Fletcher - Bernard Wolfe Profes-

sor of Health Neuroscience, Fellow 
Professor Fletcher will consider how our brains – tucked away in the thick-walled vault of the skull – construct a 

model of the world outside on the basis of incoming sensory information. Looking carefully at this constructive pro-
cess, which often involves a heavy reliance on what we expect rather than what is actually there, may help us to 

understand why we commonly diverge from reality, especially in the case of mental illnesses. 
 

Cooking lesson with Head Chef Ashley Sargent 
Join head chef Ashley Sargent as he demonstrates how to  make 4 canapés for any occasion.  

 

Performance by the Choir of Clare College 


