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ContentsEditor’s Note 
Dear reader, 

The academic year of 2020–21, which this Review covers, was another 
over which the shadow of COVID loomed large. New methods of working 
and learning virtually, devised at the beginning of the pandemic, were 
reimplemented once more as the UK was locked down over the 2021 
Lent and Easter Terms.  

We were again reminded of the importance of our community of alumni, 
without whose support the College would have been in a much more 
precarious situation. The loss of our conferencing income, felt even more 
strongly during a time when additional resources were required to 
respond to the pandemic, has put Clare in a difficult financial position.  
To those who have made a gift or volunteered their time over the last  
20 months, thank you. 

During this academic year, the College Finance Committee agreed to 
remove all direct and indirect exposure to fossil fuel producers in the 
College’s public equity holdings by the end of 2021. This issue of Clare 

Review explores some of the other ways the College is seeking to reduce 
its impact on the environment. Dr Jo Costin, who leads the College’s 
efforts in the NUS Green Impact scheme, discusses the changes she has 
implemented, which have earned the College its seventh consecutive 
award. Dr Ed Turner, Clare Fellow in Zoology, takes us on a tour of the 
wildflower borders of Memorial Court and explains how important they 
are in encouraging biodiversity. 

Elsewhere, we speak to Dr Jason Mellad (2004), founder and CEO of 
Cambridge-based healthcare accelerator, Start Codon, about the areas of 
innovation he finds most exciting, and how his experience as a Black gay 
man in the biotechnology industry has shaped him. We also hear from artist 
Claire Parker (2012) about how she found inspiration during lockdown and 
how she translated feelings of isolation into unique works of art. 

We note with sadness the death on 27th October 2021 of Dr Peter 
Knewstubb (Fellow 1964), who for many years was the Editor of the 
Clare Association Annual, the predecessor of the Review. 

Thank you as ever for reading, and for staying in touch with Clare.  
If you have any feedback or comments, I would love to hear from you. 

Martha Roberts | Editor 
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decision to support Clare. Your donations, no matter the 
size, are so invaluable in allowing the project to move 
forward, as well as facilitating the everyday running of  
our College.  

I should also give particular thanks to Dr Alan Gillespie as 
Co-chair of the Campaign Board and as a most generous 
donor to the fundraising for Old Court. His dedication to 
supporting the life of the College is truly appreciated. 

On the academic front there have been some serious 
challenges. In 2020 prospective students faced significant 
disruption in receiving their examination results. Clare 
honoured additional offers, which meant our cohort of 
Freshers was larger than normal. Nevertheless, thanks to 
the efforts of the Senior Tutor, the Admissions Tutors and 
the Fellows, our academic standards have remained 
unaffected. Through the use of University tests and 
interviews, and our first-class outreach and widening 
participation work, we continue to seek the strongest 
candidates, irrespective of background.  

More generally, this is a tough time for young people 
leaving school or university for the start of their working 
lives. Many, if not most, employers are looking for team 
players who are ready, willing and able to co-operate  
with one another, frequently in a demanding and  
stressful environment. 

The University should, I think, be a place for intellectual 
challenge and for learning to work with and be supportive 
of others: these are essential life lessons, which I’m 
pleased to say are well understood and respected by our 
students at Clare College. 

COVID-19 has, of course, been a huge challenge for all  
of us. It has forced us to devise alternative ways of 
delivering teaching. Lectures have been given online, as 
have many supervisions and tutorials. We have rapidly 
adapted to events with Zoom and Teams technologies.  
I suspect that some of these new ways of working will 
endure even beyond the pandemic. Online lecture 
content is easily updated and, from the student 
perspective, the ability to control the flow of information 
and the timing of its delivery has many advantages. That 
said, I think it is essential that we strive to safely re-
establish face-to-face interaction as much as possible. 
Meeting and speaking with teachers and fellow students 
is a vital part of education and the human experience, 
and the loneliness of bare walls and a computer screen 
should be kept to a minimum.  

I particularly want to thank Lee Corke and our catering 
team, Helen James and Esther Manning, who continue to 
do such vital work at Clare’s Health & Wellbeing Service, 
and all our College staff for the extraordinary and 
excellent way they have coped with this very stressful  
and difficult period.  

I should also thank the Fellows and the College Officers – 
Dr Jackie Tasioulas, our Senior Tutor; Prof Simon 
Franklin, President of the Fellowship; Prof Jonathan 
Goodman, our Academic Dean; and Paul Warren, the 
Bursar – for their constant help, support and commitment 
to the College.  

I welcome my successor, Loretta Minghella, who begins 
her term of office on 1 October, and I wish her well.  
 

 

     
 
 
Lord Grabiner QC | Master of Clare College, 
2014–2021  

5Clare Review 2020–214 Clare Review 2019–20

As I write – mid-August 2021 – my seven-year appointment 
as Master of Clare comes to an end in a few weeks’ time.  

From the outset I was determined that it would be an 
enjoyable period of my life after full-time practice in the 
law for more years than I care to remember. In the event, 
I succeeded with that objective. I met and spent time 
with a wide range of very interesting people: Clare 
Fellows and other Cambridge academics, successive 
year groups of Clare students, University administrators, 
alumni, generous donors and, of course, our College 
staff, who were always supportive, loyal and 
extraordinarily hard-working.  

In these notes I’d like to address three points: College 
finances, academic challenges and COVID-19.  

As to the financial position, I would particularly wish to 
thank Paul Warren, our Bursar, and the Investment 
Committee. Paul retires at the end of September. In his 
eight years as Bursar he has managed to double the 
value of Clare’s endowment. In an uninterrupted period  
of low interest rates, that is a remarkable achievement. 
The inherent challenge with the College endowment is 
that, for historical reasons, a significant portion of the 
total is restricted to specified objectives, which cannot be 
used for general purposes. The figures are revealing:  
as of 30 June 2021 the unrestricted element of the 

endowment was £56.5 million out of a total endowment 
asset value of £152 million. By working to increase the 
proportion of unrestricted funds available to us, the College 
will be able to operate far more nimbly and responsively as 
circumstances demand. This fact has been thrown into 
even sharper relief by the uncertainty of recent times. 

The pandemic has taken its toll on the financial health of 
the College. We have lost two years’ worth of valuable 
vacation conference revenue, and it may take some time 
before we can, once again, derive cash flow from our 
excellent conference facilities. It is also the case that 
students, who have not been in College accommodation 
because of COVID-19 precautions, have very properly not 
been charged for the rooms they haven’t occupied.  

Despite these challenges, we have completed the first 
phase of the Old Court refurbishment, and the second 
phase is well advanced. Thanks to the work of the Old 
Court Working Party and the Campaign Board, careful 
financial planning and the generosity of our donors, the 
costs associated with these phases can be met. There is 
a third phase to come, which will be subjected to 
thorough financial scrutiny before it proceeds. At the time 
of writing we have so far raised over £19 million towards 
the target figure of £25 million from donations, and I am 
very hopeful that we will achieve our goal in the near 
future. Thank you to every one of you that has made the 

As I write – mid-August 
2021 – my seven-year 
appointment as Master  
of Clare comes to an end 
in a few weeks’ time.

Master’s 

Welcome 
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As Michaelmas Term gets underway, it’s an enormous 
honour to return to Clare as Master. My Installation on 1 
October was a hugely moving occasion: it was wonderful 
to be joined by Fellows, staff, students and even some 
alumni too, including three dear friends who matriculated 
with me in 1981. Our Director of Music, Graham Ross, 
had only had a short time to rehearse the new Choir in 
advance so it was all the more impressive, when they 
sang the opening bars of Hadley’s My Beloved Spake,  
to hear them on such thrilling form.  

I know I don’t have to explain to my fellow alumni why Clare 
means so much to me: those of us who had the privilege of 
studying here know the way our hearts soar each time we 
walk across Clare Bridge. Being here 40 years ago was 
such a transformational experience for me – not just 
because I met my husband, Christopher, on the Memorial 
Court lawns in 1982. A world-class education here opened 
the doors to what has been an extraordinarily varied, 
demanding and fascinating career so far. Being back even 
for a few days has highlighted how Clare is still a really 
friendly place, where community is as important as 
scholarship. I have received the warmest of welcomes that I 
would like to think of as Clare’s hallmark, and I look forward 
hugely to getting to know the whole Clare community. 

Of course, we all know how tough it’s been over the past 
18 months to sustain any sense of community in our 
lives. COVID has pushed us all into isolation and we have 
had to cope with some very difficult times without the 
benefit of one another’s company. Going round meeting 
Fellows, students and staff in all departments, I’ve been 
hearing just how tough it’s been at Clare as well.  

Moving to online teaching in a matter of days, when 
students were still here dealing with COVID outbreaks on 
staircases, turning the meal provision into takeaway only, 
delivering food boxes to the self-isolating and managing it 
all with many staff on furlough, all this while life at home 
has been for all concerned both worrying and uncertain, 
has been as demanding as it has been impressive. 
Moreover, the intricacies generated by the Old Court 
building project, which means that much of  
Old Court and the gardens have been out of action,  
have added greatly to the complexity and the sense  
of constraint.  

It will be marvellous when the new River Room is 
completed, the Hall is back in use, and the new lift access 
on H Staircase is ready so that we can get Clare back to 
some sense of normality. I see this first year as Master of 

I see the 2022–23 
celebrations as being 
more than just about the 
admission of women to 
Clare, but about Clare’s 
continued commitment to 
a more progressive vision. 

The Precious Pearl  
of Learning
Loretta Minghella OBE (1981) was installed as Master of Clare in October 2021.  
Here, she reflects on her first days in post and looks ahead to a very important anniversary. 

Clare as a transitional year, as we (I hope) emerge from 
the intensity of the COVID crisis and begin to see the 
completion of Phase 1B of the Old Court project, ready to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the admission of women 
undergraduates in 1972.  

I’m sure the Freshers I admitted this week find it 
impossible to imagine how many of us experienced 
Cambridge – as a university full of places where women 
were either not welcome or regarded with some 
apprehension. It’s sometimes hard to take in that my big 
sister, who is only ten years older than me, would not 
have been considered suitable for admission to Clare 
simply because she is a woman. She was my English 
teacher at school, an outstanding teacher at that, without 
whom I probably would not have made it here myself.  

These days, Clare is an altogether more diverse 
institution. I want to build on that in my time here, to 
ensure that we widen access and increase participation 
so that Clare is not only as open as possible but that, 
when people arrive here, they experience it as a place of 
welcome, inclusion and mutual support.  

I see the 2022–23 celebrations as being more than just 
about the admission of women to Clare, but about Clare’s 
continued commitment to a more progressive vision. I’m 
looking forward to meeting as many as possible of the 
women who have studied at Clare, especially in the early 

days, hearing about their experiences here and since, 
and asking them, and the men who were around in the 
1960s and early 70s, what we can learn about how good 
change happens and how the College can continue to 
evolve and improve. 

I’m conscious of the special responsibility I carry as the 
first woman to hold the post of Master of Clare and hope 
that our great patron, Lady Clare, who has been an 
inspiration to me, would approve! It was Lady Clare who, 
after the pandemic of the Black Death in the 14th century, 
saw the need for Clare – or University Hall as it then was – 
to be placed on a more solid foundation after the ravages 
of the plague. She was convinced that ‘the precious pearl 
of learning’ was best acquired in a community of Fellows 
and students, selected on merit and not just on ability to 
pay. That vision is as relevant today as it was then. It is 
the vision that inspires me as the 44th Master of Clare. 

Thank you to all of you who continue to support our 
students, financially and in other ways. We simply could 
not do what we do without your help. More than that, you 
continue to be key members of the Clare community. As I 
told the Freshers on Monday, and will tell the graduates 
matriculating later, membership of this community is a joy 
intended to be lifelong. I hope to see you before too long. 

 
Loretta Minghella OBE | Master  

above left: Loretta at her installation, with Lily Rafalin (2019)  
and Abby Thompson (2019), President and Vice-President of the UCS.  
above right: with Professor Stephen Toope, Vice-Chancellor of the University  
of Cambridge, and Dr Fred Parker, Senior Official Fellow of Clare
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As a College,  
we have quickly 
adapted to a 
world in which 
three plans must 
be produced for 
every scenario. 

Once again, my review of the last 12 months must focus on COVID and the changes 
that it has imposed on College life. Having been unsure in June of 2020 that we 
would see the arrival of students in person in October, we welcomed not just our 
usual cohort, but a slightly larger than usual group of Freshers. The matriculation 
ceremony saw every student still signing the great book, albeit in masks and at a 
greater distance than usual; shaking hands was replaced with some very ‘unClare’ 
bowing; and the matriculation dinner took place in three different locations, and with 
some of our overseas students still in quarantine. The UCS and the MCR worked 
hard to make Freshers’ Week a welcoming social experience, although the usual 
events were almost all online.

Senior Tutor’s  
report

Teaching too has been online for many students and for 
much of the year. Many of us have quickly learned new 
ways of doing things, and we have learned too how not 
to do things. Masked supervisions and supervisions in 
marquees have been the alternative to Zoom and Teams, 
though even these came to a halt in Lent Term as the 
country once again went into lockdown. Undergraduate 
students remained at home, though the College still 
hosted those students for whom this was not an option. 
Graduate students too were asked to consider where 
they might sensibly want to be. However, there was none 
of the previous year’s urgency. As a College, we have 
quickly adapted to a world in which three plans must be 
produced for every scenario, and where we are always 
waiting for the next piece of government guidance. 

This, of course, leads me to praise the staff, who have 
continued to work tirelessly in what has inevitably been a 
hugely demanding year. Life has not been easy for our 
students, and this has placed great demands on the staff, 
who have nevertheless been patient, accommodating, 
resourceful and very adaptable. This is true of all the 
departments, so it would be difficult to single anyone out, 
especially as they see themselves more than ever as a 
team: their combined effort has simply been momentous. 
Extraordinary too has been the work of all the Fellows in 

ensuring that the cohort has made it through the year: 
from those who have been selected in our first online 
admissions exercise, to those who have been the first 
Cambridge students to experience online proctoring and 
24-hour exam windows.  

The last few weeks of the academic year saw a return to 
(almost) normal summer activities, after the government 
eased restrictions on 21 June. The punts returned to the 
river and, while there was no May Ball, the students held 
a summer event at the Bentley Road sportsground. The 
risk assessment was the most detailed I’d ever seen for 
any event, but the party was a huge success and praised 
both by the City Council and by the Cambridge police. It 
was a great credit to its student organisers and a tribute 
to all the students who attended it. For their sake, we all 
hope that the year to come will see a re-establishment of 
the normal rhythms and ways of the College. Some 
aspects, such as admissions interviewing, will remain 
online, this being a sensible and fair way to deal with 
COVID uncertainty; but, otherwise, we will try wherever 
possible (and regulations permitting) to get back to life at 
Clare as we all know it. 

Dr Jacqueline Tasioulas | Senior Tutor
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From the Bursar

We can all be proud of the resilience and commitment 
shown by Clare's staff and the professional way in which 
they have kept the College running as smoothly as 
possible. The Emergency Fund again proved crucial in 
helping to pay all staff who were placed on furlough 
100% of their wages and in directly supporting a number 
of our students facing pandemic-related hardship  
and expenses. 

At the same time, building work has continued on the 
important Old Court project, with Phase 1a completed 
and Phase 1b in progress. This is a complex project, 
which our Estates team are managing well alongside their 
other responsibilities. The kitchens and Hall remain 
closed, but the Catering team continue to provide 
excellent meals from their temporary facilities. 

The most direct and dramatic impact of COVID-19 on the 
College’s finances was on our income from conferences 
and other external business, which declined from £3.6m 
in the previous year to almost zero in 2020-21.  
This shortfall has been only partially offset by income 
from the Government’s Coronavirus Job Retention 
Scheme and by significant reductions in expenditure.  
For more information on the endowment and Clare’s 
financials, please visit:  
www.clare.cam.ac.uk/Strategic-Information. 

With the completion of the St Regis project, 
accommodation income will increase in 2021-22.  
We are planning to resume conference activity in 2022, 
but income will probably remain below previous levels for 
some time. We also anticipate inflationary pressures on 
our cost base, which are very unlikely to be offset by 
increases in our fee income. We will continue to monitor 
the medium term financial outlook closely.  

Investment performance was good in 2020-21, mainly 
reflecting the continuing strength of public equity markets 
and low interest rates. We are cautious about the outlook 
for future returns, given current valuations, but have not 
made any changes in our asset allocation.  

Sustainability is a continuing priority for the College.  
Work is in hand to develop a plan to move towards net 
zero carbon emissions in respect of the College’s own 
operations. This will clearly take a number of years to 

complete, with our older buildings posing a particular 
challenge. Action was also taken earlier in the year to 
remove all direct and indirect exposure to fossil fuel 
producers in the College’s public equity holdings; this 
process should be complete by the end of 2021.  
(There are of course differing views among College 
members on whether divestment in this way is more  
likely to be effective than active engagement with the 
companies in which we invest.) Further work is then 
planned on how to achieve net zero carbon emissions 
from the College’s investments, including its property 
holdings, while maintaining investment returns. 

We are particularly grateful in these uncertain times  
for the sustained commitment of our donors.  
Our immediate fundraising priorities last year were the 
Old Court project and the Emergency Fund. However, 
unrestricted donations and legacies, which provide us 
with the most flexibility to fund the areas of greatest need, 
also proved invaluable. This will remain the case in the 
future, as we remain committed to maintain the quality  
of our students’ overall College experience. 

On a personal note, I should like to pay tribute to my 
predecessor Paul Warren for his many contributions to 
the success of the College. I am now looking forward  
to a year in which the College returns to its normal  
activities and moves forward strongly. 

David Ball | Bursar 

The pandemic again disrupted the life of the College substantially 
during 2020-21. Many students were away from Cambridge for part 
of the year and many staff were furloughed. The College sought to 
follow changing Government guidance as closely as possible 
throughout the year to provide safe living and working conditions. 

The most direct and dramatic 
impact of COVID-19 on the 
College’s finances was on our 
income from conferences and 
other external business, which 
declined from £3.6m in the 
previous year to almost zero  
in 2020-21. 
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are using most energy, and thinking about appliances 
that are using power when not in use.  
You might be surprised! 

•  Green dining at Clare. While we were unable to hold 
Green Formals, where the menu is specifically crafted to 
reduce waste and encourage sustainability, in College 
this year the Buttery continues to implement Meat Free 
Mondays for staff, students and Fellows. Delicious 
vegan and vegetarian options now appear first on the 
Buttery menu every day to encourage individuals to 
consider reducing meat in their diet. (I’m a big fan of the 
halloumi burgers.) 

During the next academic year, we plan to run an 
Excellence Project on electricity consumption across 
the various College sites. Along with monitoring 
consumption, we will test different methods of 
communicating with building occupants to compare 
impacts on electricity usage. The Excellence Projects 
run alongside the main workbook-based awards to 
recognise where in-depth work is carried out on a single 
issue. This will be my third attempt at running the 
project (previously thwarted by COVID-19) so we are 
keeping our fingers crossed for a successful outcome! 

Clare College has taken part in the Green Impact 
programme for the past seven years, since the scheme 
was opened to colleges, and every year it has won 
either a Gold or Platinum award. Last year was my 
fourth year of being involved. Green Impact is run by 
the NUS, and to date over 500 organisations have 
taken part. It uses an online workbook of sustainability 
actions, ranging from simple behaviours that many 
have already adopted (like using LED lightbulbs), 
through to running events and changing policies. There 
is also the opportunity to take part in an Excellence 
Project, which I will discuss further later. 

For me, the best part of the scheme is collaborating 
across the whole College community of students, staff 
and Fellows to take measurable actions to improve the 
College’s sustainability. It’s not just about saving 
energy, or improving biodiversity, or reducing waste: 
actions also include supporting charities and 
community projects. One of the key themes running 
through all this is communication. I would be here a 
long time if I told you about all the actions completed 

last year, but below are some of the things the auditors 
picked up on, and my own highlights: 

•  The MCR freecycle cupboard, which allows 
outgoing graduates to leave behind useful things like 
pots and pans for incoming graduates. This is not just 
a great money saver for new graduates, it also reduces 
waste and the carbon footprint of continuously buying 
new. Measures were put in place to continue using it 
safely despite the pandemic, and it has been very 
successful. 

•  Using smart meters to provide targeted feedback 
and to closely monitor consumption. These are primarily 
on electricity meters in College, with a large number 
installed in January–February 2020, and have proved 
very valuable in helping to identify patterns in 
consumption. I was able to work with Clare Goes Green, 
a UCS society, to share a lot of this data with students at 
the Colony, and I have also used it to identify equipment 
that was running unnecessarily. If you have a smart 
meter at home, I recommend looking at what times you 

It’s not just about saving 
energy, or improving 
biodiversity, or reducing 
waste: actions also include 
supporting charities and 
community projects 

Dr Jo Costin is Clare’s Buildings Administrator, who leads  
the College’s efforts in the NUS Green Impact programme.

In the spirit of Green Impact, here are my 
top five sustainability suggestions: 
 

REDUCE MEAT CONSUMPTION,  
PARTICULARLY BEEF AND LAMB 

You don’t need to go the ‘whole hog’(!)  
and completely cut out meat and dairy to have 
an impact. Even eating one or two fewer  
meat-focused meals a week will help.  
You may also discover some delicious new 
vegan and vegetarian dishes 

 

AVOID THE CAR 

Sometimes it might make more sense  
to drive (or even be the only option, 
depending on where you live), but walking  
or cycling for shorter journeys can really help. 

 

TURN DOWN THE HEATING 

Think about not only what temperature you 
want the house (18–20°C is a comfortable 
range) but whether there are times of day  
you don’t need heating (when snuggled up  
in a duvet, for example). 

 

FREECYCLE/UPCYCLE/SWAP/CHARITY SHOP 

The fashion industry, in particular, is a 
massive polluter – in 2018 the global apparel 
and footwear industry produced more 
greenhouse gases than France, Germany 
and the UK combined. Like all my other 
suggestions, shopping second-hand can be  
a significantly cheaper option too. 

  

MAKE SPACE FOR NATURE 

If you have a garden, I highly recommend 
leaving a small area of lawn uncut, opening  
a hole in the fence for hedgehogs (check with 
your neighbour first!) or thinking about what 
you grow. If you don’t have your own green 
space, there are lots of community gardening 
projects out there, and you might be surprised 
about what you can do with just a balcony.

Clare wins gold  
at the Green Impact Awards
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No sooner did we have all the gardens staff back from 
furlough, another wave of the pandemic hit and the whole 
team, bar myself, were furloughed once more. The long-
term effects of these bouts of furlough combined with the 
ongoing building works remain to be seen. Still, one must 
not dwell on the negative and instead look to the future 
and the exciting opportunities it brings. 

With vastly reduced resources, work this year focused on 
the Scholars’ Garden and Memorial Court, and through 
these difficult times it is heart-warming to receive such 
wonderful feedback and see College members enjoying 
the outside areas. The removal of the scaffolding in Old 
Court meant we were able to re-turf two of the four squares 

and plant up between the bay columns to give the area a 
much-needed lift, if not return a sense of normality. 

Along with me taking the position of Head Gardener, John 
Mears earned promotion to Deputy Head Gardener. John 
has been with the department for over a decade now and 
is well versed in the ways of Clare and its beautiful 
gardens. Together we have the knowledge and experience 
to restore the gardens to their former glory. The departure 
of Rut Gallmeier meant we had two vacancies in the 
department. Alyson Tapp and Joharna Richards joined the 
team in May and June, respectively. Both are experienced 
and knowledgeable horticulturists who are already 
proving to be assets to the team.  

We welcomed Damien Watt, who is our first apprentice 
under the new Cambridge University Colleges’ Gardeners 
Apprenticeship Scheme, run in conjunction with Keits 
Training Services. This new scheme aims to tap into the 
wealth of horticultural knowledge within the colleges of 
Cambridge University and to train the next generation to 
exceptionally high standards. 

Now that we are back to a full complement of staff, we can 
concentrate on not only maintaining the visible areas of 
the College that our members enjoy but also restoring the 
neglected areas behind the scenes. If you partake in any 
social media I invite you to follow us on either Instagram 
(@clarecollegegardens) or Twitter (@Claregdns) to give 
you a little window into the gardens of Clare. These digital 
platforms allow us to share with you the gardens through 
the changing seasons, the ongoing building work of the 
River Room and the ability to all enjoy a little piece of 
Clare wherever you may find yourself in the world.  

Our newly developed wild area along the front of Memorial 
lawn proved to be a huge success with nature and 
College members alike. Not only was it pleasing on the 

eye, it was a great boost to the biodiversity in the area, 
which prompted an informative talk from our very own  
Dr Ed Turner (see page 16 for more on this).  

We shall continue to add to and improve this through the 
years and, with the Gardens Committee’s blessing, I am 
very pleased to say that we plan to establish a similar 
wildflower area around the Henry Moore ‘Fallen Warrior’ 
sculpture inside Memorial Court. This will not only 
improve the biodiversity in the court but also have a 
stunning visual effect, as if the warrior is floating upon a 
bed of wildflowers. We will mow an access path in and 
around the sculpture, so College members and visitors 
alike can still enjoy it up close. 

Who knows what next year will bring, but rest assured we 
will continue to care for and develop the beautiful gardens 
of Clare College for all its members and visitors to enjoy 
and relax in. 
 
 
Kate Hargreaves | Head Gardener 
www.clarecollegegardens.com 

To repeat a favourite phrase of recent times, 2020–21 has most certainly been 
unprecedented for the Gardens Department. My predecessor, Steve Elstub, retired at 
the end of 2020, and I stepped in as Head Gardener from Deputy. With big shoes to 
fill, a pandemic still causing major disruption the world over and multiple staff 
changes, this truly proved to be a testing year.

From the 
Gardens

With big shoes to fill, a 
pandemic still causing major 
disruption the world over and 
multiple staff changes, this truly 
proved to be a testing year.
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As an entomologist, I’m particularly interested in the insect 
species that long-grass areas can encourage. These can be 
everything from showy butterflies to tiny springtails, 
attracted by the resources and conditions that such areas 
provide. For example, abundant nectar and pollen in 
wildflowers provide food for pollinators – not just 
honeybees, but a huge range of hoverflies, solitary bees, 
butterflies and moths.  

One of the advantages of having a diverse range of flowers 
in the grass is that they are available throughout the 
summer, providing food for different species at different 
times of the year. Yet more species feed on the leaves of the 
plants. I’ve noticed meadow brown and gatekeeper 
butterflies in some long-grass areas around the city this 
year. The larvae of these species feed on the grasses 
themselves, and leaving the grass to grow encourages 
females to lay more eggs. During the colder months, uncut 
areas also provide important overwintering sites for 
invertebrates that burrow under the grass to escape the 
worst of the winter cold. As insects are food for birds, bats 
and more, keeping longer grass areas is also likely to 
benefit these larger species. Finally, these areas aren’t just 
good for wildlife; they are also important for engaging 
people in the natural world. With an increasing proportion of 
people living and growing up in urban environments, having 

long-grass areas in cities can help to provide everyone with 
access to everyday biodiversity.  

The wildflower borders surrounding Memorial Court are a 
great example of this. Not only did they look beautiful in the 
summer, with a mass of camomile and corncockle flowers, 
but they were also crawling with insects. On sunny days, I 
saw the nectar-rich flowers alive with insects, particularly 
solitary bees and hoverflies, including ‘bumblebee mimics',  
which look and even sound a bit like bumblebees, 
protecting them from predators. The occasional spikes of 
spear thistle were covered in aphids being tended by black 
ants, which ‘milk’ the aphids for the honeydew they 
produce. Closer to the ground, the cover and cooler 
conditions at the soil surface provided a home for creatures 
of more subtle beauty, including masses of woodlice, 
ground beetles and millipedes. Now that the summer plants 
have been cut back, there is a chance to see the perennial 
wildflowers beginning to establish, including lots of 
cowslips, with their paddle-like leaves, which will flower in 
April next year and provide food for the next generation of 
pollinators. So whatever time of year it is, take a closer look 
at the wildflower areas when you next visit Memorial Court 
and see what smaller invertebrates you can spot. It doesn’t 
have to be a sunny day (luckily), there is always something 
interesting to see. 

DR ED TURNER, CLARE FELLOW, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF ZOOLOGY AND CURATOR 
OF INSECTS IN THE UNIVERSITY MUSEUM OF ZOOLOGY, CAMBRIDGE 
 
There’s a change afoot in how lawns and grassy areas 
are being managed around Cambridge. In the past, 
many of these have been kept close-cropped, but an 
increasing number are now being left to grow long over 
the summer or being seeded with annual and perennial 
wildflower mixes. These provide a whole host of habitats 
for species, boosting the biodiversity of the city centre. 

As an entomologist, I’m particularly 
interested in the insect species that 
long-grass areas can encourage. 
These can be everything from showy 
butterflies to tiny springtails.

A walk on the  

wild side
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For many charities, the past 18 
months have proved uniquely 
challenging, as an uncertain 
economic outlook, combined with 
depleted staffing resources and 
gaps in usual programmes of events 
and fundraising activities, have 
impacted negatively on income from 
donations. At the same time, 
demands on services have 
increased, as those dependent on 
charitable activities (in our case, our 
students) have required additional 
support, and the calls on that 
income from donations have never 
been greater. To a great extent, 
Clare is no different to many 

charities in the difficulties we have 
faced during this period, but thanks 
to the remarkable loyalty of our 
alumni and supporters we have 
been able to weather the early 
stages of this particular storm better 
than we might have initially 
expected. We are enormously 
grateful to you all. 

The Old Court project remains on 
track thanks to the hard work and 
adaptability of our Buildings 
Department and contractors, and 
again thanks to the unwavering 
generosity of our donors. We have 
raised approximately £19 million of 

our £25 million target, with Phase  
1a of the works completed and 
Phase 1b well underway. Read the 
Buildings Department update on 
page 38 for further information on 
the project. 

The Clare Emergency Fund once 
again provided a vital lifeline in 
helping the College bear the 
unexpected costs of the pandemic 
this year. The fund meant we were 
able to pay for extraordinary travel 
expenses for stranded students, and 
support staff on furlough. To date, 
over £130,000 has been raised with 
the help of our supporters. 

It has also been a year of significant 
change within the Development 
team. Bill O’Hearn left us in January 
2021, and we are thankful for the 
leadership and vision he provided 
during his time at Clare. Our new 
Development Director, Paul 
McCarthy, stepped into the role  
and joined the College Fellowship in 
October 2021, and he looks forward 
very much to getting to know the 
Clare community. We were delighted 
to welcome Ann Cernek, who joined 
as Senior Development Officer, and 
Shannon O’Shea who took the role 
of Events and Development 
Assistant. We said goodbye to 

Camille Chabloz and Sophie Baker, 
who left Clare for new roles in 
Switzerland and London, 
respectively. Danielle Melling 
welcomed a baby boy, Frederick 
(Freddie) Melling, in July, with Ann 
stepping up as Acting Development 
Manager while Danielle is on 
maternity leave. 

I am personally deeply appreciative 
of the Alumni and Development 
team, and how adaptable and 
cheerful they have remained during 
this time of uncertainty. They have 
continued to innovate and deliver a 
varied and engaging programme of 

events and communications – 
principally online – but we are now 
moving back towards in-person 
activities and are delighted to be 
able to start welcoming our alumni 
and friends back to the College. 

We hope to see you at Clare soon.  
If you would like to learn more or 
become involved, please do get in 
touch with the Development Office 
by calling 01223 333200 or emailing 
development@clare.cam.ac.uk.   

Development & 
Alumni Report

CLARE  
DONORS  
(16% PARTICIPATION) 

OF £25 MILLION TARGET 
RAISED FOR THE 
CAMPAIGN FOR  
OLD COURT

approx 
£19 
million

1406
NEW GIFTS  
AND PLEDGES  

TOTAL

£4.5 
million

VIRTUAL EVENTS 
ATTENDED BY  
1327 ALUMNI  
FROM ACROSS THE WORLD

RAISED  
TOWARDS THE  

CLARE  
EMERGENCY FUND

over 
£130k22

DONATED TO  

CLARE IN  
LEGACIES

over 
£600k

PROFESSOR SIMON FRANKLIN  |  PRESIDENT OF THE FELLOWSHIP AND FELLOW FOR ALUMNI RELATIONS AND DEVELOPMENT
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I took the plunge and 
quit my full-time job at 
the start of lockdown, 
and I decided to finally 
concentrate fully on 
making art.

An interview with 

Claire 
Parker
Tell me about your career as an artist so far. 
Do you have a proudest moment? 
 
In some ways I barely feel qualified to call myself an artist!  
I don't have much formal training – though, perhaps 
strangely, my Modern Languages degree has helped me 
hugely in my work (and not only because I used to draw 
during lectures…). In 2015, while I was a student at Clare,  
I took part in a TV show on BBC One called The Big Painting 

Challenge – a sort of Bake Off for painting. We were taken all 
over the country and asked to make everything from still 
lifes to landscapes, portraits and cityscapes. Although  
I reached the final, the competitive element damaged my 
confidence a bit – after all, it only took one bad painting to 
be kicked off! But over the last five years I've slowly been 
rediscovering making, experimenting with my own marks 
and mistakes. In fact, I’ve found it’s the stuff that goes 
wrong, the accidents that happen along the way, which are 
more important than making a successful image. It's that 
space where unexpected things happen that interests me, 
and which I’m excited to chase.  

As for my proudest moment, I took the plunge and quit my 
full-time job at the start of lockdown, and I decided to finally 
concentrate fully on making work – it’s changed everything, 
and I’m proud that I found the courage to do it.  

 

You mentioned that your course  
at Cambridge helped to inspire you 
as an artist. How so?   
 
I wrote my dissertation on the French painter Chardin, who, 
while many of his contemporaries were depicting grand 
scenes from mythology or history, painted pots, pans and 
plums. What I found fascinating about him was that these 
mundane objects were painted with a decidedly human 
dignity. In the last couple of years, I've been thinking about 
that again; now much of my work is about how far we can 
empathise with everyday objects.   

Studying translation has also had a big influence on me, 
because a perfect translation is impossible. It therefore 
becomes a question of sacrifice and compromise, a choice 
between large sweeping brushstrokes and tiny detailed 
ones, between a part and the whole. I feel like that's exactly 
what I'm doing when I'm drawing or painting: making 
decisions about what to keep in and what to leave out. 
Sometimes, and paradoxically, the more you leave out, the 
more you sacrifice, the more truthful the work feels.  

CONTINUED… 

Claire Parker (2012) is a largely self-taught artist, based in Essex, 
who was a finalist in BBC One's The Big Painting Challenge.  
She spoke to us about translation, toothbrushes and learning  
to shake off the pursuit of perfection.



23Clare Review 2020–2122 Clare Review 2020–21

How have your methods of working  
changed over time? 

When I started making art I was a real perfectionist and 
was drawn to chasing the elusive likeness offered by 
portraiture. Now, I take a lot more risks: I see drawing and 
painting as more of as a process, rather than a means to 
an end. Nine out of ten times I make something that 
doesn’t work at all – but those ‘unsuccessful’ pieces and 
those experiments are as important, if not more important, 
than the ones that do, I think. 

Now, rather than being drawn to portraits of people, it’s 
portraits of objects that excite me. Since lockdown, I feel like 
my relationship with everyday space and everyday objects 
has completely changed. I started measuring time not by  
the clock, but by how many pencils I'd used, how much 
toothpaste I had left in a tube or how many mugs of tea I’d 
had. These mundane objects came to punctuate and define 
the day. I began to feel a huge amount of empathy for these 
things that were confined within the same four walls as I was.  

One particular object that became a bit of an obsession was 
the sink in a downstairs toilet – the one I washed my hands 
in for 20 seconds every time I came inside. I shut myself in 
that tiny room and spent hours drawing or painting it each 
day, whether I felt happy, anxious, upset, excited or just 
bored. I ended up with hundreds of drawings of the same 
sink; it became a mirror to how I felt at the time, an image of 
the claustrophobia of lockdown, and, in a strange way,  
a companion. 

Are there any other series or themes you 
have been working on throughout lockdown? 

Mostly my work is themed around the lives of objects, how 
they define our lives and have their own. This has grown 
alongside a fascination with ventriloquism. I'm interested in 
how the puppets are brought to life as soon as the 
ventriloquist starts interacting with them, and then, once the 
show’s over, they become objects again. 

At the start of lockdown I couldn't bring myself to throw 
away any of the tea bags I used. I saved hundreds and 
hundreds of them and I would take a print of every single 
one on an enormous roll of paper. I just couldn't bear for 
them to be discarded and forgotten. It's kind of how life felt 
in lockdown – I just wanted to hang on to something.  

The bathroom is an important space in my work; it's closed, 
isolated and intimate. I imagine the narratives among 
objects that take place there. There’s something about 
toothbrushes, in particular, that feels almost human to me. 
Sometimes, going into the bathroom, I’ll walk in on the pink 
one in an amorous embrace with the blue one. Other times, 
a group of them will stare up in awe at the monolith of their 
noisy electric peer. Or they might just stare wistfully out 
towards the bathroom door. These imagined narratives have 
turned into sculptures and playful animations.   

Do you have any mentors or significant 
figures in your life that support you? 

I'm constantly inspired by my studio colleagues. I love 
walking past their spaces and seeing what they're making. 
One friend of mine pours vast amounts of thinned paint onto 
canvases, creating unexpected, organic-looking forms as it 
slowly dries. Another friend bought lots of painting-by-
numbers sets and filled them all in meticulously – but with 

the wrong colours, which seemed to say something about 
the tension between following rules and that desire to rebel. 
A third has produced a whole body of abstract work based 
on the touch of a tap on the shoulder by her friend at a time 
when the two-metre rule was still in force.  

During lockdown, there’s been a huge amount of very 
exciting work made by artists – and the funny thing is, it has 
been produced not in spite of being confined, isolated and 
restricted, but because of it. I reckon that in order to think 
outside the box, there needs to be a box in the first place, 
and lockdown was a heck of a box!  

My family are hugely supportive, too. They don't mind me 
being a struggling artist, and they haven't tried to tell me to 
go out and get a 'proper' job! 

It sounds as though your experience on  
The Big Painting Challenge was not a wholly 
positive one. What conclusions did you draw 
from being part of that process?   

The series was repeated on the BBC last November; 
watching it back, I realised how little faith I had in my work at 

the time. I just wanted to tick the right boxes and paint in the 
'right' way. In the final episode I think I'd had enough of 
being told what to do. For my last piece, painted in 
Dartmouth, I ended up painting just one white rectangle and 
on a grey background, claiming that it encapsulated the 
relationship between man and the sea. Needless to say, I 
did not win! But I’m proud of that tiny act of rebellion. It 
makes me even more grateful now to have the freedom to 
create my own work.   

If people wanted to know more, or see your 
art, where should they go? 

You can find me on Instagram at @funny_little_marks, visit 
my website claireparkeart.co.uk or email me at 
claire@claireparkerart.co.uk. Some of my work will also be 
on display at UNIT LONDON gallery in Mayfair, as part of the 
‘Sequested Prize’.  

I also run painting at drawing workshops for alumni at Gala 
Day each year – it’s a wonderful way to meet people and to 
stay connected to Clare College, which has a huge place in 
my heart!   

Sometimes, and paradoxically, 
the more you leave out, the 
more you sacrifice, the more 
truthful the work feels.
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Could tell me about how you first came  
to found Start Codon? 
Previously, I was CEO of Cambridge Epigenetix, a spinout 
company from the University of Cambridge that was 
co-founded by Professor Sir Shankar Balasubramanian  
and his good friend, Dr Bobby Yerramilli-Rao. Shankar is 
renowned in the genomic space as the co-inventor of 
Solexa sequencing, a technology that is now driving a 
revolution in the field. I leapt at the opportunity to join the 
company as employee number three in 2013, many moons 
ago, and to help build it up from scratch. Eventually, I was 
promoted to CEO. Throughout that process of fundraising 
and selling, pivoting the company and building teams, 
I developed a passion for business development and 
getting things off the ground.  

I was later approached by several stewards of the 
Cambridge life sciences ecosystem, and they all had an 
idea of co-founding a world-class venture builder and 
accelerator programme that would help academics and 
young companies to get up and running and secure 
financing, and really give them the guidance and support 
they need to be successful. And that was the genesis of 
Start Codon. I was introduced to my co-founder, Dan 
Rooke, early on, and we hit it off immediately. We felt that 
our skills matched each other well, and the rest is history. 
We raised financing, and now my full-time job is helping 
other companies and hopefully finding the next Cambridge 
Epigenetix, the next Solexa, the next big thing.

What innovations in healthcare are you  
most excited about? 
Oh, there are so many, almost too many to count. I’m 
definitely excited about epigenetics and 3D chromatin 
architecture. We work with startups in this space whose 
technologies can derive even more information from our 
genomes than we ever thought possible. People are just 
now getting their heads wrapped around genetics – many 
of us are familiar with 23andMe and Ancestry.com, and 
how we can use these tools not only to look at our heritage 
but also to help predict disease risk and stratify us for 
better therapies. However, not many people yet know that 
there are additional layers of information hidden in our 
genomes that provide even greater insights into how we 
operate and how we can stay healthy and not succumb to 
disease in the first place. 

I think that there's a lot to be said for immunology as well. 
Our immune system has such a profound impact on our 
health. It’s tied to wellness and stress – even things that we 
take for granted, like getting a good night's sleep, can have 
an impact on our immune system. I'm really fascinated by 
companies in that space.  

The third area I'm excited about is neurology. I don't have a 
neurology background from my days as a researcher, but 
I've always been fascinated by just how complex the central  

CONTINUED… 

An interview with 

Jason 
Mellad

Dr Jason Mellad (2004) is the CEO and founder of Start Codon, a healthcare accelerator that supports 
innovative startups with funding, facilities and extensive coaching. He gained his PhD from Clare in 
2009 and now lives in Cambridge with his husband and young son. 
 
Here, he discusses the most promising areas of innovation in healthcare, what makes Cambridge the 
ideal environment to seek out outstanding startups and how his experiences as a Black gay man in the 
biotechnology industry have shaped him.
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how EDI – equality, diversity and inclusion – 
is so important to them and is a guiding ethos that 
Cambridge is going to be building on going forward.  
It was a real honour for me to be a part of their initiative.  

It's important for me as well, because I live every day 
as a proud Black gay man, as the child of immigrants, 
as an immigrant myself, and it's unfortunate that you 
don't see many people like me in my industry. So I 
take any opportunity I get to highlight how spaces in 
Cambridge and beyond should be, and are 
becoming, open to people from a variety of different 
backgrounds. I wouldn't be where I am today if it 
weren't for people who were there supporting me,  
and I'm always looking to pay it forward. 

What has changed for you as a queer 
identifying person since you first came 
out as a student at Cambridge? 
I actually met my partner Vasilis, the love of my life, in 
London in 2008, and we moved back to Cambridge 
because I wanted to work in this ecosystem again.  
We got married after marriage equality was passed in 
2014, and we now have a beautiful son who turned 
two in October. He is such a handful, and he's the 
best thing in our lives. We applied for and were 
awarded a parental order earlier this year. The fact 
that we can be parents, and the laws allow us to do 
that, is one of so many things that, when I was 
younger, I never dreamed would be possible. 
In particular I find that living in the UK and especially 
in Cambridge, people are not just tolerant, but so 
accepting and embracing of us. It's incredible. I'd like 
to think that, though it can feel like something of a 
bubble, it's expanding rapidly. Now, in both our work 
lives and our personal lives, we can be our true, full 
selves, fully happy and surrounded by people who 
are supportive and love us. 

What makes you hopeful for the future? 
You mean despite the fact there's a shortage of 
milkshakes at McDonald's at the moment?! All jokes 
aside, what makes me hopeful for the future is the fact 
that I believe we are moving in the right direction. As a 
society, we don't always get it right the first time, or the 
second or even the third time, but I think the direction 
of travel that we're moving in is for the better. I see that 
there are more doors opening for women, for people 
of colour, people of different sexual orientations or 
socioeconomic backgrounds – you name it. Globally, 
access to education is improving, which will help to 
accelerate progress. However, we must all stay 
vigilant and continue to actively drive these positive 
changes to ensure we leave the world better off than 
when we found it.   

 nervous system is in our brain and how it coordinates our 
body’s various functions. Many groups have tried to map 
out that complexity, but we still don't quite understand it. I'm 
just intrigued by the fact that, even as we start to explore 
artificial intelligence and machine learning – I think those are 
amazing tools that are revolutionising all fields – there's 
something about the human brain that's so fascinating. 
There's so much more to discover. 

What challenges have you faced as a leader 
during the COVID-19 pandemic? How has it 
affected the way that Start Codon has been 
operating, and have you taken any lessons 
away from this time? 
We are really a special case because we raised our 
financing to begin investing in other companies right at 
the start of the pandemic. We had just moved into our 
brand new offices at the Milner Therapeutics Institute,  
we had welcomed our first four investments and were  
all settling into the office together, getting ready to have 
a traditional accelerator experience; then, three weeks 
after we started, the pandemic hit and we were locked 
down. So we have been virtual from nearly day one. 
We're now over a year and a half into our programme 
and we’ve only had three weeks where we were all 
physically in the same room. That forced us to change 
and adapt quite quickly.  

Previously, our programme would require companies to 
move to Cambridge to participate. Now, since we've been 
virtual, we've been able to spread our reach to so many 
different corners of the UK, and even the world. We have 
companies coming from Birmingham, from Singapore, and 
founders from across the world who want to come through 
our programme and be invested with us. Many will ultimately 
make their home in Cambridge, but for now it gives us far 
more flexibility and reach. We've definitely had to adapt how 
we support our companies, which has been a challenge 
across the board. In the life sciences industry, there's been a 
lot more investment, but early-stage companies still have 
that struggle of getting off the ground. We've had to figure 
out how we can connect these businesses to our pharma 
partners, to our mentors, and also provide weekly support 
ourselves in the most effective way when we couldn't 
physically see one another, face to face. 

Finally, I'd say one of the strangest things has been 
making investments in companies and founders who we 
haven't been able to meet in person. That was something 
we never anticipated. Typically, that human face-to-face 
interaction is so important. Having to do that over video, 
but still wanting to deploy capital, meant that we had to 
trust our gut instinct. We have now met the founders we 
invested in since restrictions have loosened, and I'm glad 
to say that we made the right decisions. It was a very 
strange thing to invest over Zoom! 

Despite the challenges, it has been great to be challenged 
in that way. To have something beyond our control disrupt 
our preconceptions of how the business would work 
actually helped us engage further with the companies in 
our programme. The teams we work with are disruptive 
businesses in their industries and we were simultaneously 
being disrupted ourselves. It's all about innovation on 
multiple facets. Actually, we'd like to describe ourselves as 
a startup helping other startups. 

Why do you think Cambridge is the right 
setting for an accelerator like Start Codon? 
It comes down to having the perfect mix, in my opinion, of 
talent, technology and finance. Bring those three things 
together and it creates the ideal environment for a 
company to flourish. Talent and teams are such vital 
components of business, even before you get to 
technologies, and you can't beat Cambridge for a pool of 
incredibly talented, enthusiastic and experienced people 
in a space that is relatively small, but large enough to be 
diverse. Plus, we have a very rapidly expanding life 
sciences ecosystem here that is cross-fertilising other 
fields such as the tech industry. We've got the likes of 
Amazon, Arm, Apple and Google – everybody is really 
coalescing into this one very concentrated community.  

Plus, it helps to be in an environment where people are 
willing, eager and encouraged to support one another, to 
be mentors and open doors. In Cambridge, we have this 
ethos that we're all in this together. We're a very tight-knit 
group, and we welcome newcomers, and that's so 
important and rare. 

Take us back to your time at Clare –  
why was the College important to you? 
When I first came to the UK, I had never owned a passport 
before and I had barely left my home state, let alone the 
United States. So it was quite a culture shock to come all 
the way overseas in the middle of a very chilly October 
from Louisiana, where winters are not like they are here! 
But when I arrived at College, everyone was so 
welcoming, which made that transition so much easier for 
me. I can never thank them enough. I think that had I just 
done it completely on my own, it would have been a real 
struggle, but being part of the College meant I was able to 
have a relatively soft landing. There was always a friendly 
face to turn to for help with shopping, or to tell me what a 
duvet is! It was invaluable to have the College there. 

You recently took part in a discussion with 
Elizabeth Sandler as part of the Pride at 
Cambridge campaign. Could you tell us more 
about that project and why you wanted to  
get involved? 
That conversation came about from a desire, not only from 
Elizabeth and me, but from the University itself, to highlight 

As a society, we don't always 
get it right the first time, or 
the second or even the third 
time, but I think the direction 
of travel that we're moving in 
is for the better.

Jason with his husband, Vasilis and son, Demi
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What important lesson have you learned 
during your time at Clare so far? 

The most important thing that I’ve learnt at Clare is 
that my background does not exclude me from 
building a future. When it was first suggested to me 
that I apply to Cambridge, I had said ‘I didn’t think 
that a place like that was for people like me’. 
Coming from a low-income background, 
Cambridge was beyond daunting. However, at 
Clare I have felt nothing but supported and 
accepted, especially by the Finance Tutor, Dr Fred 
Parker, the College Nurses, Helen James and 
Esther Manning, my Personal Tutor, Dr Ian Burrows, 
and my DoS, Dr Rebecca Lawson. The student 
body gave me a platform by making me Clare’s 
Class Act Representative, which allowed me to 
participate in access events to continue making 

Clare a place for people of all backgrounds. Clare 
has become my home and I do belong here, 
despite the fears I held as a teenager.  

During your time in Cambridge, you have 
had a lot of involvement with Student 
Community Action. Could you explain a 
little about what SCA does and the work 
that you personally have done with them? 

Student Community Action is an amazing charity 
and student society at Cambridge. I am so 
incredibly proud to work with them and grateful for 
the awesome opportunities I’ve had. Specifically, I 
was 2019–2020 Publicity Officer and I worked on 
volunteer recruitment and social media. I’ve also 
done more one-off volunteering such as delivering 
Christmas presents during the pandemic, a project 

called Celebration Surprises, which helped to 
celebrate children’s birthdays online through the 
lockdowns, and as a task force volunteer with 
elderly people in care homes. However, my 
favourite contributions are always on-the-ground 
volunteering. I’ve been running a club as Project 
Manager for SEND (special educational needs and 
disability) and vulnerable children in the wider 
Cambridge community since my second year. 
Obviously the pandemic interfered with this virtual 
service for families but I’m excited to say that we will 
be restarting BOUNCE in October!  

You were recently named as one of the 
upReach Ten at the Student Social Mobility 
Awards for 2020–21. What does that 
recognition mean to you? 

It’s really beyond anything I expected. The things  
I do were always motivated by a deep belief that 
people from low-income backgrounds deserve the 
best chances of building a future, regardless of 
whether that means going to Oxbridge or accessing 
employment. It was motivated by the people who 
changed my life, including Emily Campbell (1985), 
a Clare alumna who first supported me in applying 
to Cambridge, despite my reservations. My hard 

work being recognised meant a lot, but the biggest 
award was sharing my work with the RMHub with 
those who attended and making valuable 
connections who believe in the importance  
of social mobility.  

What was it like to attend  
the awards themselves? 

It was breath-taking. The stories and work of the 
students who attended were incredible. The energy 
around social mobility was touching beyond belief. 
My favourite part was that I found my paths 
crossing with people who had been a part of my 
journey – including other students from the same 
academy trust as me, and Andy Johnson, who was 
the director of the access scheme I participated in 
during the sixth form.  

What are you looking forward to about 
returning to College? 

I’m so excited to return to Clare after taking some 
time off for health reasons, to get involved in 
College life again and be able to enjoy it perhaps a 
tad more ‘normally’ than before I took some time 
off! I’m counting down the days until I can re-
engage with academic and College life.  

Olivia Taylor (2018) is a Psychological and Behavioural Sciences finalist at Clare, 
specialising in biological anthropology. She is Head of Operations at Role Models 
Yorkshire, a non-profit that seeks to inspire and assist young people from 
disadvantaged backgrounds to fulfil their potential. In this role, she helped to create 
RMHub, a resource providing guidance and support on education, careers, well-being 
and more. Olivia took part in Clare’s December 2020 Telephone Campaign, reaching 
out to alumni across the world and helping to raise almost £200,000 to support Clare.
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Clare has become my 
home and I do belong 
here, despite the fears  
I held as a teenager. 

Olivia (right) attending the Student Social Mobility Awards. 
Photo by Jess Govinden
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ACADEMIC DEAN’S  
REPORT

Guy Jacobs has joined the College as an Official Fellow 
and a Tutor. Guy was an undergraduate at Clare and 
worked in Southampton and Singapore before returning 
to Cambridge as a Lecturer in the Department of 
Archaeology, where he will work on human evolutionary 
genetics and bioinformatics.  

Raj Pandya has been elected as a Research Fellow.  
Raj is a physicist who is studying energy transport at 
nanoscopic lengthscales and ultrafast timescales. These 
fundamental studies have implications for building better 
batteries and also for developing new medicines. 

Four Research Fellows are moving on from Clare. Josie 
O’Donoghue will continue to teach English in Cambridge. 
Gareth Wilkes moves to Jesus College to teach 
Mathematics. Leah Weiss will continue doing Physics in 
the Pritzker School of Molecular Engineering at the 
University of Chicago. Fred Smith is moving to Balliol 
College, to an early career Fellowship. We wish them well 
for their future research and teaching. Two senior College 
administrators are also moving on. Paul Warren steps 

down as Bursar after eight years, and Bill O’Hearn has 
become the Executive Director of Alumni Relations and 
Development at Trinity College.  

Two of our most senior Fellows died this year:  
Richard West, our most senior Fellow and Professor  
of Botany; and Mike Bown, who joined Clare as an 
undergraduate in 1946. Between them, they were Fellows 
of Clare for more than one and a quarter centuries. Bye-
Fellow, David Swensen, Chief Investment Officer at Yale 
University, has also died. 

The pandemic has disrupted many activities over the 
academic year but the achievements of members of  
the Fellowship have continued to be rewarded.  
David Rowitch has been elected as a Fellow of the 
Royal Society, in recognition of his work as a physician-
scientist in developmental neuroscience and paediatrics.  
The Royal Society has awarded the Sylvester Medal to 
Honorary Fellow Frances Kirwan. David Hodell has 
been named a Fellow of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science (AAAS) for his work in 
palaeoclimatology. Paul Cartledge has received the 
Commander of the Order of Honour from the Greek state 
for his contribution to enhancing Greece’s stature abroad. 
Former Fellows have also received numerous honours, 
including an OBE for economist Jagjit Chadha and the 
Royal Society of Chemistry’s Rising Star in Industry Award 
for former Research Fellow, Steve Dalby. Nigel Seaton, 
former Director of Studies in Chemical Engineering, has 
been elected to the Royal Society of Edinburgh, which he 
joins at the same time as alumna Anne Glover. 

A number of Fellows have been on academic leave  
during the year, relieved of the pressure of teaching  
and administration but with only COVID-restricted 
opportunities to travel. The University’s annual process  
of recognising academic excellence in its staff was 
suspended. For the first time in several years, therefore, 
no Clare Fellows have been promoted to be Professors  
or Readers. However, from October 2021, the University  
of Cambridge will follow Oxford in changing the job titles 
of University Lecturers, Senior Lecturers and Readers. 
Next year, the majority of the Fellowship will be Professors, 
Associate Professors or Assistant Professors. 

Professor Jonathan Goodman | Academic Dean 

The pandemic has 
disrupted many activities 
over the academic year  
but the achievements of 
members of the Fellowship 
have continued to be 
rewarded.

The Lady Clare Fund was established in 1934 by members of the Clare Association 
to give help on a strictly confidential basis to alumni in financial distress. Previous 
examples include grants for professional training and subsistence to support an 
internship. Applications for grants will also be considered for those in need as a 
result of old age, ill health, redundancy or bereavement (including family of alumni). 
In 2017–18 the Lady Clare Fund gave grants totalling £7,000 to alumni.

The Lady Clare Fund

If you wish to make an application for a grant, or need further information,  
please contact Donald Hearn, Honorary Treasurer: dph29@cam.ac.uk c/o Clare College. 

If you would like to support the fund, please contact Paul McCarthy, Development Director,  
at development@clare.cam.ac.uk
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If I’d known how much time the job would take up,  
I might not have agreed to do it. Or at least I’d have asked 
Adrian Travis more searching questions in 2001 before 
agreeing to take over from him as President of  
the Boat Club!  

I’d not had much experience of rowing. Until the age of 50 
my main sporting activity was as a long-distance runner 
and my main sporting contribution in Clare was 
competing for, and even organising, the College cross-
country team. By early 2000, my joints were suggesting 
that I switch to a less impactful sport when, coincidentally, 
Adrian was trying to reconvene a Fellows’ rowing crew. 
After minimal instruction and a couple of outings in an 
eight, I was hooked. I joined a town rowing club, took part 
in the Town Bumps, learned to scull and started to row in 
the Clare boats. When Adrian took a year’s sabbatical 
leave in 2001, of course I said that I’d stand in as 
President until he returned. Somehow, although he did 
return, I’m still in the job and the post of Senior Treasurer 
later inherited from Ken Riley. 

What do my jobs involve? Most crucially, I and three 
others – Phil Jones (Fellow 2004), Sam Luke (1979) and 
Esther Momcilovic (2007) – manage the endowed fund 
that yields the majority of the Boat Club’s income, setting 
budgets that maintain the long-term value of the fund that 
alumni donations have built up. Then I work with Andy 
Watson – Boathouse Manager and Head Coach – and the 
student Honorary Secretary of the Club to keep termly 
expenditure within those budgets. We also deal with the 
ever-increasing volume of paperwork involved in running a 

boat club, compounded recently by the COVID operating 
procedures. Andy and I liaise regularly with Clare Hall BC 
and Champion of the Thames RC, who share our 
boathouse facilities, to harmonise the activities of the three 
clubs. We also attend the regular meetings of the student 
committee of the Boat Club, which deals with the many 
day-to-day issues of organising up to a hundred rowers, 
coxes and coaches into a fleet of eight or so boats. 

All this work is behind the scenes and somewhat routine, 
but I have always liked to be involved in the activities of 
the Club on and by the river. I used to train and race with 
one of the lower men’s boats, usually the Third Boat. 
Fellows can be granted special permission to row in 
inter-college races as long as they are not too good at it! 
After illness put an end to my rowing, I could still be 
involved on the bank, particularly in Bumps races, 
helping to start the crews and then cycling with the 
races. This is the most exciting of spectator experiences, 
and I’ve helped in about fifty races each year for about 
fifteen years: a lot of enjoyment. More rewarding still is 
the chance to get to know generations of students; 
individual characters are very evident in the tense 
moments before and during races. 

Fortunately, enjoyment of the rowing races on the Cam 
isn’t dependent on being the fastest crew on the river.  
In Bumps races, slower boats are effectively matched 
against boats of similar standard, and winning one of 
these subsidiary contests is just as elating as for the top 
crews. However, Clare still manages to compete at the 
level of the traditionally strong rowing colleges: mostly the 

larger colleges such as Caius, St John’s, Trinity and 
Downing. Most memorably during my time in the Boat 
Club, the Clare women have twice ended Head of the 
River: in 2006 in the Lents and 2013 in the Mays.  

Competition aside, there is another metric of the Boat 
Club’s success of which we are particularly proud.  
On average, we have the second highest rowing 
participation rate of any college. About 14% of Clare 
students are involved in the May Bumps each year, and 
another few percent try out rowing in the Michaelmas 
Term. We pride ourselves too on the inclusive 
atmosphere across the Club. The Boat Club therefore 
becomes an important social support network for 
students, not merely a place to get some exercise.  
The supportive role of the Club has been particularly 
important during the pandemic period.  

Clare Boat Club, however, involves more than just the 
current cohorts of students. We have over 1,000 alumni 
who have competed for the Club, and over 600 of them 
are in regular contact with us through our Facebook 
posts. Several hundred have donated to the Boat Club 
Fund or contributed directly to the cost of a new boat, a 
rowing machine or other equipment. Perhaps the most 
rewarding part of my job is being involved with this large 
and loyal group of Boat Club alumni. As well as regular 
personal contacts, we produce a termly e-newsletter, run 
our biennial Relics’ Regattas and offer the chance to row 
on the morning after the decadal Reunion Dinners. I 
regularly cox these reunion crews, coaxing as well as 
steering them through an outing designed as much to 
clear the head as to exercise the body.  

Although I’ve now retired from my ‘day job’ teaching 
Earth Sciences, I’m still enjoying involvement with the 
Boat Club. I’m looking for another Clare Fellow to take 
over as President or Senior Treasurer – just for a year – 
but haven’t succeeded yet!

The older we get,  

the faster 
we were
Nigel Woodcock (Fellow 1987) looks back  
on 20 years as President of Clare Boat Club

Nigel Woodcock rowing in 2003

Clare women go Head of the River in the May Bumps 2013

Nigel with Boat Club Vice-President Anne Brewin, in 2013

Nigel Woodcock with boatman Andy Watson and alumna Esther 
Momcilovic in 2019. Esther is now a Manager of the Boat Club Fund.

The Boat Club is an important 
social support network for 
students, not merely a place 
to get some exercise.
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COVID-19 restrictions prevented an in-person 
congregation for much of the last academic year, but, 
thanks to the generosity of a Clare donor, we have been 
able to live-stream Choral Evensong to our College 
members and across the world. The annual Advent Carol 
Service, for instance, has now reached far more people 
than we could ever have squeezed into the Chapel, with 
over 10,000 views at the most recent count. The new 
technology also meant that, for the first time since starting 
at Clare, my young daughters were able to see what their 
Daddy gets up to on Sunday evenings.   
 
The front of the Chapel Termcard this Michaelmas bore an 
image by the Pre-Raphaelite painter Evelyn De Morgan.  

 It personified Hope as the bringer of light and liberation 
to those are weighed down or oppressed. And there were 
plenty of tangible examples of hope during the course of 
the year. The BBC Radio 3 Choral Evensong programme 
was broadcast live from the Chapel in November – and it 
was a triumph, even with the Old Court fire alarm adding 
unexpectedly to the musical repertoire.  Our service for 
Remembrance Sunday was touchingly beautiful, as we 
gathered in Chapel to lay a wreath, in honour of members 
of Clare who had given their lives in war.   
 
The constraints of the pandemic also opened up all sorts 
of fruitful new avenues in Chapel life. These included 
Sunday morning Bible studies, explorations of CS Lewis’ 
The Great Divorce and Bulgakov’s The Master and 

Margarita in our Chapel Reading Group,  a special 
meditative service for Good Friday, and a series of weekly 
ClareCast videos released throughout Lent Term. Perhaps 
most splendidly, the Church of England’s Covidtide 
prohibition on sharing a single chalice prompted us to 

liberate a wonderfully exotic variety of goblets from the 
College’s silver collection, making for a dazzling 
Pentecost Eucharist.   
 
As the limits on outdoor gatherings were gradually 
relaxed, it was a real joy to restore the tradition of 
Tuesday afternoon teas for the students in the Scholars’ 
Garden – as well as a special morning social for all our 
Clare staff.  I was excited to assemble a mighty 
cricketing XI of staff and Fellows, to do battle against the 
students’ team in late June  – see the Last Word for the 
full story. It was also lovely to be with our outgoing 
Decani Scholar, Kirsty Borthwick, as she was ordained  
at St Alban’s Cathedral.    
 
On other fronts, I began my term in office as one of the 
University Proctors this year, which involved lots of 
meetings, dressing up and discussions about Latin. 
I tried to look suitably stern for the official photo.  
 
I’m hugely thankful to the Chapel Office, the Director of 
Music and the Chapel Wardens, for all their dedication, 
energy and resourcefulness over the past year. There’s a 
beautiful verse in 1 Chronicles 12, a chapter that gives a 
long list of the faithful men who came to David and 
recognised him as king. It describes how from Issachar 
came those ‘who understood the times, and knew what 
Israel should do’ (12:32). This has been a year, perhaps 
more than any other in recent memory, of seeking to 
understand the times and to perceive the right things to 
do. I feel privileged to have been able to navigate all this in 
the company of so many kind and gifted colleagues.  
  
Rev'd Dr Mark Smith | Dean
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The Director of Music has been supported by the College’s two 
Organ Scholars, George Gillow (Sir William McKie Senior 
Organ Scholar) and Samuel Jones (Junior Organ Scholar). 
Regular Chapel services this year have been invigorated with 
many new commissions and premières, including a new 
collaboration with Choir & Organ throughout 2020, during 
which the Choir and organists premièred six new 
commissions. The Director of Music continues to programme 
lesser-performed works by female composers and composers 
of colour, and this year the Choir has performed repertoire by 
Janet Wheeler, Anna Thorvaldsdottir, Judith Weir, Joanna 
Marsh, Victoria Longstaff, Anna Semple, Cecilia McDowall, 
Adolphus Hailstork, Anna Lapwood, Cheryl Frances-Hoad, 
Undine Smith Moore, Ken Burton, Jeanne Demessieux, 
Samuel Coleridge-Taylor, a host of living Icelandic choral 
composers, and many others. 

In the autumn of 2020 the Choir released their latest album on 
the Harmonia Mundi label, A Ceremony of Carols, featuring 
music by Benjamin Britten complemented with works by Frank 

Bridge, John Ireland and Gustav Holst. The Choir was joined 
by harpist Tanya Houghton, and once again the album was 
produced, engineered and edited by former Director of Music 
and Honorary Fellow John Rutter, to whom the Choir are much 
indebted.  

In December 2020 the Choir’s series of Christmas concerts at 
All Saint’s Church Leamington Spa, West Road Concert Hall, 
Cambridge and St John’s Smith Square, London – themselves 
already being rescheduled concerts following the Choir’s 
cancelled USA tour – once again fell victim to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Despite the obvious disappointment, the Choir 
remained positive and produced Christmas from Clare, a virtual 
Christmas concert fundraising for the Clare College 
Emergency Fund and receiving over 10,000 views. We look 
forward to returning to national and international touring during 
the 2021 summer vacation. 

In January 2021, as a result of the UK’s third national 
lockdown, the Choir had to abandon their schedule again. 

Following the success of Clare Choir’s online presence 
during Michaelmas Term, the Choir continued to deliver 
music-making to their followers from their homes. For more 
on the Choir’s forays into virtual music-making during the 
challenges of the pandemic, see Playing On, from Clare News 

Issue 39, available to read online. 

The Choir were delighted to return to their regular weekly 
schedule during the Easter Term of 2021, performing 
according to social distancing guidelines. It was a pleasure to 
gradually welcome back members of College into the Chapel 
for the first time in 2021. The Choir delivered their first live 
performance of 2021 as a full choir to the College community 
with an outdoor Ascension Day performance of Orlando 
Gibbons’ O clap your hands together, which has been viewed 
by 38,000 people via social media. One Evensong during the 
Easter Term was dedicated to Clare alumna and former Choral 
Scholar Rachael Ward, who died in April 2021, aged 28. At that 
service the Choir sang an anthem composed by her husband, 
Matthew, who attended the service with Rachael’s family.  
An obituary appears elsewhere in this publication. 

During Easter Term, the Choir explored a range of Icelandic 
music by composers including Jón Leifs, Þorkell 
Sigurbjörnsson, Anna Þorvaldsdóttir, Sigurður Sævarsson, 
Tryggvi M. Baldvinsson, Hjálmar H. Ragnarsson and Snorri 
Sigfris Birgisson, amongst others, in preparation for their 
recording sessions and tour during the summer vacation.  
In June 2021 the Choir carried out their first national live 
concerts in over 500 days, with performances in Leamington 
Spa, Hay on Wye, Crediton and Powderham Castle.  

In the 2021 summer vacation the Choir recorded their latest 
album of Icelandic choral music on the Harmonia Mundi label. 
In September 2021 the Choir joined forces with Britten Sinfonia 
for a recording of previously unrecorded music by Vaughan 
Williams for Albion Records, ahead of a much-anticipated short 
tour to Iceland. The first of our rescheduled pandemic 
cancellations, this tour included performances in the 
magnificent Hallgrímskirkja in Reykjavik. 

None of the achievements of the musical community at Clare 
would be possible without the extraordinary hard work of both 
the Head of the Chapel Office, Nicola Robertson, and the Choir 
Administrator, Hannah Ambrose, who assist the work of the 
Dean and Director of Music tirelessly – especially so during the 
last academic year as they have continued to plan around the 
endlessly changing landscape. The Choir is fortunate to 
receive ongoing representation from record label Harmonia 
Mundi and artist agents Ikon Arts Management, and the 
ongoing support of benefactors, Friends of Clare Music and 
individual donors, whose donations enable the students at 
Clare to experience some of the very best musical 
opportunities available.  

We continue to strive for the very highest levels of musicianship 
in all that we do, and we provide the members of the Choir with 
a world-class education matched with unparalleled 
opportunities. I hope that, despite everything the world has 
thrown at us in the last year, the Choir has – above anything 
else – provided some solace during such a challenging time. 

Graham Ross | Fellow and Director of Music

Choir   report
2020–21 has been 

another successful 

and fulfilling year for 

music at Clare, 

despite the huge 

challenges we faced 

with the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

During the Michaelmas and Easter Terms, the Choir’s regular liturgical Chapel services continued 
uninterrupted, significantly aided by the installation of the Chapel’s new livestreaming equipment, which 
enabled us to share our music and liturgy with not only the College community but also alumni, friends 
and supporters around the world. The Choir continues to provide an enriching, educational experience for 
its Choral Scholars and Volunteers, with thrice-weekly services during the academic terms and in its 
external schedule during vacations. 2020–21 has been another successful and fulfilling year for music at 
Clare, despite the huge challenges we faced with the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Clare’s 

Buildings
Old Court In October 2020 Phase 1a of the refurbishment 
and transformation of Old Court was completed on time and 
under budget. This included the reconfiguration of the 
Porters’ Lodge to allow disabled access and the re-roofing  
of the North Range with beautiful Collyweston slate.  
The structural fabric of the roof was in surprisingly good 
condition, particularly as it was established through carbon-

dating to date back 395 years. This phase also included 
relocating Old Court’s boiler room in order to make way for 
the new River Room, which will overlook the Cam.  
Completion of Phase 1a allowed Phase 1b to commence in 
September 2020, following the installation of a roadway from 
the Backs through the Fellows’ Garden and a temporary 
bridge over the Cam. The installation of the temporary bridge 

was a feat of engineering and logistics, which had to be 
completed at night to minimise disruption. The team 
encountered a bump in the road when the first attempt to 
manoeuvre the main portion of the structure into place was 
abandoned as the piles that supported the crane began to 
sink into the bank. On the second night the work was 
completed with only five minutes to spare before the river 
working permit from Cam Conservators expired. 
As can be expected from a building of this age, many 
challenges have arisen during this phase of the works.  
The contractor discovered asbestos in the mortar joints, 
which was impossible to identify through a survey. Once the 
finishes were stripped from the 20th-century additions to  
Old Court’s North Range, it was found that these structures 
did not abut the original H staircase but, in fact, supported it, 
which led to a significant delay while temporary support 
works were designed and installed. It was also found that the 

existing River Room was constructed on top of an older 
culvert leading out to the River, which again required civil 
engineering changes but yielded some interesting 
archaeology finds. 
     
We have spent much of the year demolishing and digging 
around in the dirt, but the project is now moving forward with 
tangible construction elements. The new concealed lift in the 
front steps to the Great Hall is already installed and the new 
stone steps will be completed before the end of the year.  
  
Meanwhile, in the kitchens, services (ventilation, hot and  
cold pipes) are being installed within the large floor void. 
The College is now deciding on furnishings and lighting 
for the new spaces to create a friendly and  
dynamic atmosphere. 

In spite of the COVID-19 pandemic, this has been one  
of the busiest years ever for the Buildings Department.  
Estates Director Deborah Hoy explains the challenges, 
milestones and achievements of 2020–21. 

The re-roofing of the North Range in progress (photo by Claude N Smith) The new concealed lift to H staircase under construction

A bowl and wooden pipe discovered during the works

Installation of the temporary bridge across the Cam  
(photo by Barnes Construction)

The first attempt to manoeuvre the main portion of the 
structure into place was abandoned as the piles that 
supported the crane began to sink into the bank.
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St Regis In January 2020 we completed a two-year 
construction project to build 85 new student units on 
Chesterton Rd, comprising 61 student rooms, mostly  
with en-suites, 15 self-contained studios and 9 one-
bedroom flats. Sustainability was high on the agenda of 
this new build, which replaced uninsulated rooms and 
flats with numerous inefficient boilers and a leaking roof. 
The new site is powered by a combined heat and power 
plant and has photo-voltaic panels on the roof, both of 
which allow the College to generate its own electricity. 
The site is insulated to a very high standard, and the 
internal blockwork is constructed using recycled blast 
furnace slag. Electric car charging points have been 
installed, and the site boasts attractive landscaped 
gardens planted with native species and herbs for the 
students to relax in. Student rooms are serviced by 
kitchens shared between eight, and there is a common 
room, which all residents enjoy. The project was delivered 
on budget, but completion was delayed by five months 
because of the pandemic, where numbers of operatives 
on-site had to be reduced for safety reasons. St Regis 
provides an increase in Clare’s accommodation capacity, 
which will allow the College’s intake of graduate  
students to expand. 

Hamilton Road flats The old St Regis site extended from 
Chesterton Road to Hamilton Road, and the College 
developed the rear of the site as a separate block of one-and 
two-bedroom flats to be let on the open market, and thereby 
providing the College with ongoing income. The flats were 
completed in early June and fully let by July. 
 
Summer projects Alongside our major construction 
projects, our in-house team, supported by sub-contractors, 
has been busy improving other areas of the College outside 
term time. 
 
Colony The existing tree roots in the large courtyard  
at Castle House on the Colony site had disrupted the  
block paving, causing a significant trip hazard.  
The paving has been relaid and the trees replaced  
with more suitable species. 
  
Elsewhere around the Colony, Etheldreda has seen more 
secondary double glazing installed and the first-floor kitchen 
refurbished. The bathroom at 12a Castle Street has been 
refitted and a new efficient boiler installed at St Andrews. 
We have commissioned an architect ahead of the 
refurbishment of Braeside. Their brief includes 

reconfiguring the roof space to create additional 
accommodation, converting half of the rooms to en-suites, 
upgrading the insulation and adding double glazing to  
the windows. 

Memorial Court The Porters’ Lodge at Memorial Court 
is currently covered in scaffolding to carry out repairs to 
the 100-year-old roof, because of concerns of tiles 
slipping. This will be completed in early 2022. 

Later in the year, the team will be installing electric vehicle 
charging points on Thirkill Drive to encourage Fellows and 
staff to make the switch to more environmentally friendly 
forms of transport. 

Surveys Two big surveys were carried out over the 
summer: the five-yearly condition survey of the Estate, 
and an accessibility survey. The condition survey will be 
presented to the Estates Committee in Michaelmas Term 
and will be used to help direct future expenditure on the 
Estate. The accessibility survey will provide not only a 
report for the College but also an app that students and 
visitors can use to understand how the fabric of the 
existing buildings might affect them around College.   

Team The team has remained fairly stable throughout the 
last couple of years and provided essential emergency 
cover to the College properties, even during the two 
lockdowns. When the students were not in residence, this 
included running every tap in the College to ensure the 
safety of our water supply – which is no mean feat! 
Recently the team has been joined by Joe Stephen, 
formerly Senior Kitchen Porter at Clare, who became our 
Maintenance Assistant and is undertaking a maintenance 
apprenticeship. 
 
Reactive maintenance In the last 12 months the 
maintenance website has logged 2,962 maintenance 
requests, with 2,828 completed and closed in the year. 
This is just over a third lower than previous years, 
reflecting the lower numbers of students in residence and 
the lockdown period. 
 
 
Deborah Hoy | Estates Director 

Before After

View from new River Room with furniture currently under consideration

Typical studio in St Regis Front elevation of Hamilton RdExternal view of Schofield House, St Regis (photo by Freeland Rees Roberts)
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Fellows
Guy Jacobs 

I study and teach human evolutionary genetics –  
how genetic variation builds up within human groups and 
what we can infer about the past from current genetic 
diversity. This ranges from thinking about where people’s 
ancestors were from, to which genes may have offered an 
evolutionary advantage in the past, to understanding 
signals of contact with ancient hominin groups such as 
Neanderthals and the enigmatic Denisovans.  
I’m particularly interested in the evolutionary and 
behavioural/social processes that drive genetic diversity, 
such as kinship practices and mobility among humans.  
I learn about these things by combining massive  
genetic data sets, anthropological data and 
computational modelling. 

Here at Cambridge, I’m part of the Department of 
Archaeology, where I teach courses about the genetic 
history of our species. I previously worked at Nanyang 
Technological University in Singapore, and I maintain 
close research links with universities in India and 
Indonesia, my main regional foci. Although my lectures 
here are about human variation, I’m also interested in 
animals (Indian cattle and cheetahs) and the microbiome, 
the communities of organisms that live inside us. Indeed, 
one of the most exciting projects that I’m involved in will 
look at the connection between social behaviour and 
microbiome variation in Indonesian communities who 
were traditionally hunter-gatherers. 

Being part of Clare is particularly exciting because I’m 
returning – I did my undergraduate degree here, in 
Biological Anthropology. It’s great to be back! 

Raj Pandya 

I joined Clare as a Junior Research Fellow in Physics in 
April 2021, having previously completed my PhD at the 
Cavendish Laboratory in Cambridge and an undergraduate 
degree in Chemistry at Lincoln College, Oxford.  

I am primarily interested in developing and applying new 
high-throughput, non-destructive optical methods to track 
quasi-particle dynamics in functional materials. Specifically, 
this involves the development of new light microscopy 
tools that can cope with the varying timescales 
(femtoseconds to hours), lengthscales (nanometres to 
millimetres) and complex environments that many 
problems surrounding such species present. Current 
projects include the real-time tracking of the changes 
going on inside operating batteries and electro-catalysts to 
understand how they fail and transform over time, as well 
as imaging thermal and ionic transport in conjugated 
polymer materials to design devices that can better recycle 
heat and interface with the human body. I also maintain a 
strong interest in materials for next-generation computing 
and am currently working on developing light switchable 
non-volatile circuitry, as well as optical computing methods. 

Many of the tools I develop are directed to answering 
questions in energy science and meeting the world’s 
growing demand for clean energy and storage. The 
relative simplicity and low-cost nature of light microscopy 
methods means I hope many of the tools I work on and 
develop will one day reach use in industry, and I am 
working on commercialising some of them. 

Much of my work is carried out at the Cavendish 
Laboratory and the École Normale Supérieure in Paris, 
where I am a long-term visitor and spend an increasing 
amount of my time. Outside the lab I enjoy cross-country 
running, skiing and cycling, as well as educational 
outreach. I am really grateful for the opportunity offered by 
Clare and looking forward to being involved in as many 
aspects of College life as possible. 

André Cabrera Serrenho 

I completed my MSc in Engineering in the University of 
Lisbon, where I then studied for a PhD in energy efficiency. 
After graduating, I came to Cambridge in 2014 as a 
Research Associate to work on energy and material demand 
reduction in industrial systems, and in 2015 I joined Clare as 
a College Research Associate. Last year, I was appointed 
University Lecturer in Engineering, Environment and 
Sustainable Development, and I was delighted to have been 
elected a Fellow of Clare during the initial weeks of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. As a result, I was the first ever person 
to be admitted to the Fellowship in a ceremony by Zoom. 

My research is about exploring new ways of reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions at a faster pace to meet 
international climate pledges. This involves identifying 
feasible opportunities to deliver our future needs for 
transport and buildings without emissions. More recently,  
I have also been looking at how we will be able to keep 
using plastics and fertilisers without contributing to  
climate change. 
 

 

Ignas Budvytis 

I obtained a BA in Computer Science from the Computer 
Laboratory, University of Cambridge and a PhD in Computer 
Vision from the Department of Engineering, University of 
Cambridge, where I became a University Lecturer in 
Computer Vision and Robotics. My research interests 
include structured deep learning, semantic re-localisation 
and 3D shape estimation. 

 

Get to know our newest
As a result, I was the first ever person 
to be admitted to the Fellowship in a 
ceremony by Zoom. 

André Cabrera Serrenho
Guy Jacobs

Raj Pandya

André Cabrera Serrenho

Ignas Budvytis
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MASTER 
 
Grabiner, Rt Hon Anthony (Lord Grabiner 
of Aldwych), LLB LLM QC 

 

FELLOWS 
 
1954  
West, Richard, MA PHD SCD FRS, Botany  
 
1955  
Smiley, Tim, MA PHD FBA, Philosophy  
 
1960  
Heine, Volker, PHD FRS, Physics  
 
1961  
Bown, Mike, MA PHD, Mineralogy  
Riley, Ken, MA PHD, Physics  
 
1962  
Tapp, Roger, MA PHD, Physiology  
 
1964  
Knewstubb, Peter, MA PHD, Chemistry  
 
1965  
Weiss, Nigel, MA PHD SCD FRS,  
  Astrophysics  
Blackburn, Bob, MA PHD, Sociology  
 
1970  
Newton, John, MA [1961], English  
                                                                  
1971  
Sinclair, Alison, MA PHD, Modern 
  Languages (Spanish)  
 
1973  
Holmes, Andrew, MA SCD FRS, Chemistry  
 
1976  
Foster, William, MA PHD, Zoology, 
  Secretary of the Clare Association 
Freeman, Elizabeth, MA LLB, Law  
Moore, Terry, MA PHD, Linguistics  
Snodgrass, Anthony, MA PHD FBA, 
  Classical Archaeology  
 
1979  
Woodhouse, Jim, MA PHD, Engineering  
Brown, Tim, MA, Music  
Leadlay, Peter, MA PHD FRS, 
  Biochemistry  
 
1980  
Franklin, Simon, MA PHD FBA, Modern 
  Languages (Russian), President of the 
  Fellowship 
Parker, Fred, MA PHD, English,  
  Financial Tutor 
 
1981  
Cartledge, Paul, MA PHD, Classics  
Johnson, Aylmer, MA, Engineering  
 

1982  
Lucas, Alan, MA PHD FMEDSCI, Medicine  
 
1985  
Howarth, David, MA MPHIL LLM, Land 
  Economy  
 
1986  
Hartley, David, MA PHD, Computer 
  Science  
Thomason, Andrew, MA PHD, 
  Mathematics  
 
1987  
Woodcock, Nigel, MA PHD, Earth 
  Sciences  
Paulson, Larry, BS MA PHD FRS, 
  Computer Science  
 
1988  
Travis, Adrian, MA PHD, Engineering  
Brown, Gillian, CBE MA LITTD, English  
 
1990  
Goodman, Jonathan, MA PHD, Chemistry, 
  Academic Dean 
Lapidge, Michael, FBA, Anglo-Saxon  
 
1991  
Edwards, Paul, MA PHD, Pathology  
 
1992  
Phillips, Richard, MA PHD, Physics  
 
1994  
Thompson, Helen, PHD, Politics  
 
1995  
Andrews, Neil, MA BCL, Law  
Clarke, Cathie, MA PHD, Astrophysics  
 
1996  
Greenham, Neil, MA PHD, Physics  
 
1997  
Harris, Rachael, MA PHD, Asian and 
  Middle Eastern Studies (Arabic)  
Harris, Bill, BA PHD FMEDSCI FRS, 
  Neuroscience  
 
1998  
Lahr, Marta, PHD [1992], Biological 
  Anthropology  
Fara, Patricia, PHD, History and 
  Philosophy of Science  
Sprik, Michiel, MSC PHD, Chemistry  
Hedley, Douglas, MA PHD, Theology  
 
1999  
Philpott, Anna, MA PHD, Oncology  
Follini, Tamara, MA PHD, English,  
  Dean of Students 
Pullan, Wendy, PHD, Architecture  
  

2000 
Bristowe, Paul, BSC PHD, Materials 
  Science  
Jahn, Hubertus, PHD, History  
Lewens, Tim, MA MPHIL PHD, History and 
  Philosophy of Science  
Holdstock, Nicky, MA VETMB PHD, 
  Veterinary Medicine  
Frolova-Walker, Marina, PHD FBA, Music  
Glen, Robert, BSC PHD, Chemistry  
Tyler, Lorraine, PHD FBA, Psychology  
Clayton, Nicky, MA PHD FRS FSB FSPS, 
  Psychology  
Ogilvie, Gordon, MA PHD, Astrophysics  
  
2001  
Weeks, Melvyn, PHD, Economics  
Dyball, Richard, VETMB PHD SCD, 
  Medicine  
Hearn, Donald, MA, Former Bursar  
 
2002  
Griffiths, Howard, PHD, Plant Sciences, 
  Admissions Tutor 
Gibson, John, MA VETMB PHD,  
  Veterinary Medicine  
 
2003  
Badger, Tony, MA PHD, History,  
  Emeritus Master 
Dunajski, Maciej, MSC DPHIL, 
  Mathematics  
van Veen, Rik, BSC MSC DPHIL, 
  Pharmacology  
Weiss, Charlie, MA PHD, Classics, 
  Praelector 
Guy, John, MA PHD, History  
Foyster, Elizabeth, BA MSC PHD [1996], 
  History  
 
2004  
Jones, Philip, BA BM BCH PHD MRCP 
  FRCR, Medicine  
Tasioulas, Jackie, MA DPHIL, English, 
  Senior Tutor 
 
2005  
Byrne, Bill, BSC PHD, Engineering  
Lazar, Sian, MA PHD, Social Anthropology  
Sanson, Helena, MA LAUREA PHD, 
  Modern Languages (Italian)  
Toxvaerd, Flavio, BSC MSC PHD, 
  Economics  
 
2006  
Sterckx, Roel, BA MA MPHIL PHD FBA, 
  Asian and Middle Eastern Studies 
  (Chinese)  
Lestas, Ioannis, BA MENG PHD, 
  Engineering  
Cacho, Rodrigo, BA PHD, Modern 
  Languages (Spanish)  
Preston, Andrew, BA MSC PHD, History  
 
2007  
Friend, Andrew, BSC PHD, Geography  
 

2008  
Balmford, Andrew, BA PHD FRS, Zoology  
Fletcher, Paul, MB BS FRCPSYCH 
  FMEDSCI PHD, Medicine  
Stillman, Anne, MA MPHIL PHD, English  
 
2009  
Allmendinger, Phil, BSC PHD,  
  Land Economy  
Faulkner, Phil, BA MPHIL PHD, Economics  
Hodell, David, BA PHD, Earth Sciences  
Hughes, Kirsty, LLB LLM PHD, Law  
Prabhu, Jaideep, BTECH PHD, 
  Management Studies  
 
2010  
Carter, Andrew, MBIOCHEM PHD [2001], 
  Molecular Biology  
Ross, Graham, MA, Music,  
  Director of Music 
Robertson, John, MA DPHIL, History 
Watson, Ruth, BA DPHIL, History  
  
2012  
Wyburd, Jocelyn, MA,  
  Director of the University of Cambridge 
  Language Centre 
Corsetti, Giancarlo, MA PHD, Economics  
Leyser, Ottoline, CBE BA PHD FRS DBE, 
  Plant Sciences  
 
2013  
Chesters, Timothy, BA DPHIL, Modern 
  Languages (French), Admissions Tutor 
Carroll, Jason, BSC PHD, Molecular  
  Oncology  
Warren, Paul, MA, Bursar and Steward 
 
2014  
Turner, Ed, BA PHD, Zoology,  
  Tutor for Access and Outreach 
Laman, Heike, BSC MA PHD, Pathology  
 
2015  
Viñuales, Jorge, LLB LLM PHD,  
  Land Economy  
Chambers, David, BA BSC PHD,   
  Management Studies  
 
2016  
Maniscalco, Lorenzo, LLB LLM PHD, Law  
 
2017   
O’Donoghue, Josie, BA MA, English  
Rowitch, David, BA PHD MD, Medicine  
Stranks, Sam, BA BSC DPHIL, Physics  
O’Hearn, Bill, AB JD,  
  Development Director 
 
2018 
Weiss, Leah, BSC, Physics 
Wilkes, Gareth, MMATH DPHIL, 
  Mathematics 
Wolf, Julia, BA PHD, Mathematics 
Shorttle, Oliver, BA MSC PHD,  
  Earth Sciences 
 
 
 

2019 
Smith, Mark, MA MPHIL PHD, Theology, 
  Dean 
Smith, Frederick, BA, History 
Zhang, Tianyi, BA PHD, Divinity 
Krupic, Julija, BSC MRES PHD, 
  Neuroscience 
Lawson, Rebecca, MA PHD, 
  Neuroscience 
Wimpenny, Sam, BSC PHD, Geology 
Burrows, Ian, MA MPHIL PHD, English 
 
2020  
Jacobs, Guy, BA PHD, Archaeology  
Budvytis, Ignas, BA PHD, Engineering 
Cabrera Serrenho, André, BSC MSC PHD, 
  Engineering 
 
 
 
BYE-FELLOWS 
 
2006  
O’Hanlon, Polly, MA PHD [1982]     
Thompson, Dorothy, MA PHD FBA 
Swensen, David, BA BSC MA MPHIL PHD 
 
2007  
Robinson, Duncan, CBE DL [1974]    
 
2011  
Manica, Andrea, MA PHD [2002]     
 
2015  
Scott, Dominic, MA PHD [1987]     
 
2016  
Judd, Very Rev. Peter, MA DL 
 
2018 
Wilkinson, Toby, MA PHD [2004]  
 
2019 
Colwell, Lucy, BA PHD [2014] 
Hawkey, James, BA MA PHD [2015] 
 
 
 
HONORARY FELLOWS 
 
1967  
Watson, James, KBE SCD FRS      
 
1980  
Attenborough, Sir David, OM CH CVO 
  CBE MA FRS   
 
1987  
Santer, Rt Rev Mark, MA        
 
1989  
Bodmer, Sir Walter, MA PHD FRS 
  FRCPATH     
 
1990  
Norrington, Sir Roger, CBE        
 

1992  
Barrington, Sir Nicholas, KCMG CVO 
Boyd, Sir John, KCMG MA       
 
1994  
Williams, Rt Rev and Rt Hon Rowan  
  (Lord Williams of Oystermouth),  
  MA DPHIL DD PC FBA    
 
1997  
Wiles, Sir Andrew, MA PHD FRS    
   
1998  
Wilson of Dinton, Lord GCB MA       
Cardoso, His Excellency Fernando, LLD        
 
2001  
Rutter, John, CBE MA DMUS HON FGCM    
 
2002  
Hunt, Sir Tim, MA PHD FRS      
 
2004  
Kirwan, Dame Frances, MA DPHIL FRS 
  DBE     
 
2006  
Ackroyd, Peter, CBE MA FRSL HON DLITT    
Spence, Jonathan, CMG MA MA PHD     
Parris, Matthew, MA        
 
2012  
Walport, Sir Mark, PHD FRCP FRCPATH 
  FMEDSCI FRS    
Cannadine, Sir David, DPHIL LITTD 
  FRHISTS FBA FSA FRSL   
Alcock, Susan, MA PHD FSA      
Faull, Rt Rev Vivienne, MA        
 
2015  
Appiah, Kwame, MA PHD       
 
2016  
Grant, Sir Malcolm, CBE MA LLM LLD 
  HON LLD   
Mair, Lord, CBE MA PHD HON DSC 
  FRENG FRS 
 
2019 
Gates Jr, Henry, BA MA PHD     
 
 
 
ELIZABETH DE CLARE 
FELLOWS 
 
2008  
Lerner, Randolph, BA LLB  
Gillespie, Alan, CBE MA PHD     
Riley, Ian, MA MENG      
 
2014  
Spiers, John, MA       
   
2018 
Currie, Andrew, MA 
Garrard, Neil, MA

The Fellowship 
As at 31st October 2020. Years in square brackets refer to previous elections to the Fellowship.
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Fellows’  publications
and the Second Wave: Some Projections 
for SARS-CoV-2. American Economic 
Review: Insights, 3(3), pp.321–338. 
 
Goodman, J.M., Pletnev, I., Thiessen, P., 
Bolton, E. and Heller, S.R. (2021). InChI 
version 1.06: now more than 99.99% 
reliable. Journal of Cheminformatics, 13(1). 

Naming molecules is essential for 
keeping track of the millions of 
substances that are used in everyday 
life. The IUPAC Chemical Identifier, 
InChI, is the best approach, but is not 
perfect. The latest release, v1.06, has 
been tested on a hundred million 
molecules and is even better than 
before. 

 
Hayes, M.P., Ashe-Jepson, E., Hitchcock, 
G.E., Knock, R.I., Lucas, C.B.H., Bladon, 
A.J. and Turner, E.C. (2021). Consistent 
oviposition preferences of the Duke of 
Burgundy butterfly over 14 years on a 
chalk grassland reserve in Bedfordshire, 
UK. Journal of Insect Conservation, 25(4), 
pp.611–628. 

This publication investigates the habitat 
preferences of the threatened Duke of 
Burgundy butterfly and is the result of a 
15-year collaborative project with the 
Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire. 

 
Heine, V. (pre-print available). 
Understanding the Chemical Bonding in 
Metals. 

Most inorganic materials are brittle, but 
metals deform easily. A quantum 
mechanical analysis shows that each 
metal atom is bonded to its neighbours 
as a whole cluster, the cohesion 
proportional to the square root (!) of the 
number of neighbours, not their 
geometry. This explains much else, 
including catalytic behaviour. 

 
Jahn, H.F. (2021). Identities 
and representations in 
Georgia from the 19th century 
to the present. Berlin Boston 
De Gruyter Oldenbourg. 

This interdisciplinary volume, 
edited and published by 

Hubertus Jahn, explores various identities 
and their expressions in Georgia from the 
early 19th century to the present. It 
focuses on memory culture, politics of 
history, relations between imperial and 
national traditions, and it addresses 
political, social, cultural, personal, 
religious, and gender identities. 
 

Molè, M.A., Coorens, T.H.H., 
Shahbazi, M.N., Weberling, A., 
Weatherbee, B.A.T., Gantner, 
C.W., Sancho-Serra, C., 

Richardson, L., Drinkwater, A., Syed, N., 
Engley, S., Snell, P., Christie, L., Elder, K., 
Campbell, A., Fishel, S., Behjati, S., Vento-
Tormo, R. and Zernicka-Goetz, M. (2021). 
A single cell characterisation of human 
embryogenesis identifies pluripotency 

transitions and putative anterior hypoblast 
centre. Nature Communications, 12(1). 

The second week of gestation 
represents a critical stage of embryo 
development, because of the high 
incidence of miscarriages. A team led 
by Dr Matteo Molè has provided the first 
evidence that a group of cells, named 
as anterior hypoblast, communicates 
with the embryo to initiate specification 
of the future human body axis at this 
critical stage. 

 
Moore, T. (2020). Words and Meanings: 
Locke’s and Lewis Carroll’s Views on the 
Nature of Meaning Converge and Diverge. 
Think, 19(55), pp.119–133. 
 
Parker, F. (2020). The Sociable 
Philosopher: David Hume and the 
Philosophical Essay. In: T. Karshan and K. 
Murphy, eds., On Essays: Montaigne to the 
Present. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
pp.114–131. 

Is philosophical thinking best conducted 
as a specialism, or as embedded in the 
world of familiar conversation? The 
question is explored in relation to the 
essay-form and its handling by Hume, in 
particular, also by Shaftesbury, Johnson, 
and Fielding. 
 

Prabhu, J. (2021). How Should a 
Government Be? The New Levers of State 
Power. S.L.: Profile Books Ltd. 

For over a century, the most pressing 
question in political thought has been 
about the size and capacity of the state. 
Now, with a world transformed by 
COVID-19 and a revolution unfolding in 
the technologies of organisation, a great 
upheaval is coming in the essential 
business of government. 
Through cases from across the globe, 
this book imagines what the future of 
government might look like, and how 
governments can be better and smarter 
in how they deliver for their citizens. 
 

Robertson, J. (2020). Enlightenment and 
Modernity, Historians and Philosophers. 
International Journal for History, Culture 
and Modernity, 8(3-4), pp.278–321. 

An article that challenges the recent 
enthusiasm of historians for equating 
the 18th-century Enlightenment with 
‘modernity’, as a catch-all for the good 
things associated with liberal 
democracy.  As philosophers have 
pointed out for longer than historians 
have been studying it, the legacy of 
Enlightenment is by no means so 
straightforward. 

 
Ross, G., The Choir  
of Clare College, 
Cambridge and Houton, 
T. (2021). Britten:  
A Ceremony of Carols. 
Harmonia Mundi. 

Graham Ross directs the Choir of Clare 
College, Cambridge, in Harmonia 

Mundi’s first-ever recording of Benjamin 
Britten’s A Ceremony of Carols and 
other choral pieces, including works by 
Holst, Ireland and Bridge. 
 

Siersbæk, R., Scabia, V., Nagarajan, S., 
Chernukhin, I., Papachristou, E.K., 
Broome, R., Johnston, S.J., Joosten, 
S.E.P., Green, A.R., Kumar, S., Jones, J., 
Omarjee, S., Alvarez-Fernandez, R., Glont, 
S., Aitken, S.J., Kishore, K., Cheeseman, 
D., Rakha, E.A., D’Santos, C., Zwart, W., 
Russell, A., Brisken, C., and Carroll, J.S. 
(2020). IL6/STAT3 Signaling Hijacks 
Estrogen Receptor Enhancers to Drive 
Breast Cancer Metastasis. Cancer Cell, 38. 
 
Sinclair, A. (2019). Putting it About: 
Social Rights and Wrongs in Spain in the 
Long Nineteenth Century. Cambridge: 
Legenda, Modern Humanities Research 
Association. 
 
Sterckx, R. (2020). Agrarian and 
Mercantile Ideologies in Western Han. 
Journal of the Economic and Social History 
of the Orient, 63(4), pp.465–504. 
 
Thompson, D.J. (2020). Foundation 
deposits from third-century BC Egypt. In: 
A. Bowman and C. Crowther, eds., The 
Epigraphy of Ptolemaic Egypt. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, pp.94–113. 
 
Wadud, R., Hannemann, A., Rees, D.C., 
Brewin, J.N. and Gibson, J.S. (2020). 
Yoda1 and phosphatidylserine exposure in 
red cells from patients with sickle cell 
anaemia. Scientific Reports, 10(1). 

 
Wilkinson, T. (2021). A World Beneath 
the Sands: Adventurers and Archaeologists 
in the Golden Age of Egyptology. 
S.L.: Picador. 

In the century between the 
decipherment of hieroglyphics and the 
discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb, a 
series of remarkable men and women 
laboured to uncover the secrets of 
ancient Egypt. Their work transformed 
our understanding of the Nile Valley and 
its people, and left a lasting impression 
on Egypt too. 

 
Woodcock, N.H. and Furness, E.N. 
(2021). Quantifying the History of Building 
Stone Use in a Heritage City: Cambridge, 
UK, 1040–2020. Geoheritage, 13(1). 

This is the first comprehensive survey of 
the stone used in the buildings of 
Cambridge through time. One of many 
results is that Ketton limestone, first 
used in quantity in Clare Old Court in 
the 17th century, later became the most 
widely used stone in Cambridge. 

 
Woodhouse, J. (2021). Euphonics –  
The science of musical instruments. 
[online] Euphonics. Available at: 
https://euphonics.org/.

 
Hengstermann, C. (2021). 
The history of religious imagination 
in Christian Platonism: exploring 
the philosophy of Douglas Hedley. 
London; New York: Bloomsbury 
Academic. 

This book on examining the work of 
Clare Fellow and Professor of the 
Philosophy of Religion, Douglas 
Hedley, sheds light on his robust 
concept of religious imagination as 
the chief power of the soul’s 
knowledge of the Divine and reveals 
its importance in contemporary 
metaphysics, ethics and politics. 

 
Riley, K.F., Hobson, M.P. and Bence, 
S.J. (1997). Mathematical Methods for 
Physics and Engineering. Cambridge; 
New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Sales of Mathematical Methods for 
Physics and Engineering, first 
published in 1997, have recently 
passed the 100,000 mark across its 
editions in English and translation. 
This acclaimed undergraduate 
textbook was described as a ‘tour  
de force’ in the European Journal  
of Physics. 

 
 
Abley, K., Formosa-Jordan, P., Tavares, H., 
Chan, E.Y., Afsharinafar, M., Leyser, O. 
and Locke, J.C. (2021).  
An ABA-GA bistable switch can account 
for natural variation in the variability of 
Arabidopsis seed germination time.  
eLife, 10. 

 
Andaji Garmaroudi, Z., Abdi Jalebi, M., 
Kosasih, F.U., Doherty, T., Macpherson, S., 
Bowman, A.R., Man, G.J., Cappel, U.B., 
Rensmo, H., Ducati, C., Friend, R.H. and 
Stranks, S.D. (2020). Elucidating and 
Mitigating Degradation Processes in 
Perovskite Light Emitting Diodes. 
Advanced Energy Materials, 10(48), 
p.2002676. 
 

Ayres-Bennett, W. and 
Sanson, H. (2020). Women 
 in the history of linguistics. 
Oxford, United Kingdom: 
Oxford University Press. 

The volume is a ground-
breaking investigation into 

women’s contribution to the description, 

analysis and codification of languages 
across a wide range of different 
linguistic and cultural traditions. It looks 
beyond Europe to Africa, Australia, Asia 
and North America, offering a 
systematic and comparative approach 
to a subject that has not yet received 
the scholarly attention it deserves. 

 
Bayraktar, O.A., Bartels, T., Holmqvist, S., 
Kleshchevnikov, V., Martirosyan, A., 
Polioudakis, D., Ben Haim, L., Young, 
A.M.H., Batiuk, M.Y., Prakash, K., Brown, 
A., Roberts, K., Paredes, M.F., Kawaguchi, 
R., Stockley, J.H., Sabeur, K., Chang, 
S.M., Huang, E., Hutchinson, P., Ullian, 
E.M., Hemberg M, Coppola G., Holt M.G., 
Geschwind, D.H. and Rowitch D.H. 
(2020). Astrocyte layers in the mammalian 
cerebral cortex revealed by a single-cell in 
situ transcriptomic map. Nature 
Neuroscience, 23(4), pp.500–509. 
 
Blackburn, R.M. (2021). What Is Equality 
of Opportunity? Sunkrist Sociology and 
Research Journal, 2(1). 

A critical review of the popular concept 
of equality of opportunity, pointing out it 
is logically contradictory. 

 
Bodenstein, M., Corsetti, G. and 
Guerrieri, L. (2020). Social Distancing and 
Supply Disruptions in a Pandemic. 
Finance and Economics Discussion 
Series, 2020(31). 

COVID-19 challenged economic 
thinking and modelling. Cambridge 
economists made substantial 
contributions to the ongoing debate on 
the appropriate policy response. Early 
on in 2020, Prof. Corsetti's collaboration 
with research officers at the US Federal 
Reserve provided a framework for 
assessing aggregate risks. 

 
Bradbury, R.B., Butchart, S.H.M., Fisher, 
B., Hughes, F.M.R., Ingwall-King, L., 
MacDonald, M.A., Merriman, J.C., Peh, 
K.S.-H., Pellier, A.-S., Thomas, D.H.L., 
Trevelyan, R. and Balmford, A. (2021). 
The economic consequences of 
conserving or restoring sites for nature. 
Nature Sustainability, [online] pp.1–7. 

The most extensive analysis to date of 
the net economic effects of retaining or 
restoring natural habitat, based on a 
toolbox we developed a decade ago, 
which has since been used at dozens  
of sites around the world. 

Cartledge, P. (2021). Thebes: The 
Forgotten City of Ancient Greece. S.L.: 
Picador. 
 
Choi, H.S., Marslen-Wilson, W.D., Lyu, B., 
Randall, B. and Tyler, L.K. (2020). 
Decoding the Real-Time Neurobiological 
Properties of Incremental Semantic 
Interpretation. Cerebral Cortex, 31(1), 
pp.233–247. 
 
Coelho, M.A., De Braekeleer, E., Firth, M., 
Bista, M., Lukasiak, S., Cuomo, M.E. and 
Taylor, B.J.M. (2020). CRISPR GUARD 
protects off-target sites from Cas9 
nuclease activity using short guide RNAs. 
Nature Communications, 11(1). 
 
Dunajski, M. and Tod, P. (2020). Conics, 
twistors, and anti-self-dual tri-Kähler 
metrics. Asian Journal of Mathematics, 
24(4), pp.621–652. 
 
Edmonds, C. and Paulson, L.C. (2021). A 
Modular First Formalisation of 
Combinatorial Design Theory. In: F. 
Kamareddine and C. Sacerdoti Coen, 
eds., Intelligent Computer Mathematics 
(CICM 2021) Springer Lecture Notes in 
Computer Science. Springer International, 
pp.3–18. 
 

Fara, P. (2021). Life after 
Gravity: Isaac Newton’s 
London Career. Oxford 
University Press. 

For the last thirty years of  
his life, Isaac Newton lived in 
London and ran the Royal 

Mint, as well as the Royal Society. 
Formerly a reclusive other-worldly 
scholar at Cambridge, now he moved in 
aristocratic circles, exerted political 
influence and became very rich. 

 
Foyster, E. and Holligan, C. (2020). 
Accommodating ‘Imbeciles’ or the ‘Weak-
Minded’. Crime, Histoire & Sociétés, 24(1), 
pp.91–113. 
 
Garcia-Pelegrin, E., Schnell, A.K., Wilkins, 
C. and Clayton, N.S. (2020).  
An unexpected audience: Experiments 
with magic effects might be informative 
about cognition in animals. Science, 
[online] 369(6510), pp.1424–1426.  
 
Giannitsarou, C., Kissler, S. and 
Toxvaerd, F. (2021). Waning Immunity 

We invited our Fellows and College Research Associates to share a publication from the last 
academic year that they would like to highlight
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Class Notes
News and updates from Clare members. Have news to share? We would love to hear from you.  

To submit your Class Notes for next year’s edition, visit: bit.ly/clarecollegeclassnotes.

1966 | Stephen Wyatt 
Stephen Wyatt's classic Doctor Who story ‘Paradise Towers’ 
has been published on Blu-ray in the BBC's Doctor Who: 

The Collection, Season 24, which includes many extras and 
restored scenes. ‘Paradise Towers’ is also the inspiration for 
a new graphic novel from Cutaway Comics, and Build High 

for Happiness, an upcoming collection of stories from 
Obverse Press, which Stephen introduces and also 
contributes to. 
 
 

1969 | Gregory Dunstan 
I retired as Dean of Armagh and Keeper of Armagh 
Robinson Library in October 2020. [Ed.: You can read 

about Gregory’s time as Dean of Armagh and Keeper of 

Armagh Robinson Library in Issue 1 of Clare Review, 

available from clarealumni.com.] 
 
I was very sorry to read in the last Review of the death of 
James G D Dunn (1964), Lightfoot Professor of Divinity in 
the Department of Theology in the University of Durham. 
To a late-vocation ordinand in the 1980s, his writing was 
inspirational.  
 
 

1970 | David Lehman 
In 2019 I published One Hundred Autobiographies:  

A Memoir with Cornell University Press. The Morning Line, 
a book of my poems, is forthcoming from the University of 
Pittsburgh Press. In spring 2022 Cornell UP will publish my 
study The Mysterious Romance of Murder: Crime, 

Detection, and the Spirit of Noir. I continue as series editor 
of The Best American Poetry annual anthology and as a 
contributing editor of The American Scholar, for which I 
write a regular column on movies. 
 
 

1986 | Claire Wigg 
I have been living in Stockholm since 2006. I am currently 
CEO of ZeroMission, a small consulting company helping 
businesses reach net zero greenhouse gas emissions. In 
my spare time I have been tending an allotment, reading in 
a book group and playing violin in the local amateur 
orchestra Filialen. 

 
 
1989 | Clare Tooley 
It is a joy, a relief and a complete honour to have become a 
Master of Wine (MW), joining 417 others who are living and 
working in 32 countries. 
 
As a Choral Scholar studying French and Spanish at Clare, 
it never crossed my mind I could make wine more than just 
a party. Now, after nearly three decades as a wine industry 
professional, working in three different countries, I consider 
it a privilege to work with a product that spans not just the 
world, but also time, history, science and culture.  
 
There is always more to learn about wine; I hope to 
continue to share that curiosity a little more widely. 
 
Cheers! 
 

 

David Lehman

Claire Wigg Clare Tooley
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FELLOW | Mike Bown  
 
Mike Bown died in Cambridge on 29 July 
2021, at the age of 93, after 60 years as a 
Fellow of Clare. 
 
Mike studied Physics at Clare, 
matriculating in 1946. He did two years of 
National Service in the RAF education 
branch before returning to Cambridge in 
1951 to do a PhD in crystallography in the 
Cavendish Laboratory. After completing his 
PhD in 1954, he was appointed to a 
temporary teaching post in the Department 
of Mineralogy and Petrology in Cambridge, 
moving in 1958 to a lectureship in the 
Geology and Mineralogy Department in 
Oxford. In 1961 he moved back to a 
permanent lectureship in Cambridge and 
became a Fellow of Clare. From this date 
until recent years, he was a familiar face in 
the College, contributing fully to College 
life. He was a Tutor from 1965 to 1971 and 
the overall Director of Studies in Natural 
Sciences from the early 1970s, running the 
administration of a cohort of students 
numbering around thirty each year. After 
the arrival of William Foster in 1976, this 
large DoS responsibility was split and 
William took over the care of students in 
Biological Sciences. When Clare decided 
to admit women, beginning with the 
appointment of two women Fellows in 
October 1971, Mike had been one of the 
Tutors, along with John Chilton, Charles 
Parkin, Gordon Wright and Charles 
Feinstein as Senior Tutor.  
 
Opinions in College have varied over the 
years, and between the subjects, about the 
relative importance and powers of Tutors 
and Directors of Studies, but there is no 
doubt about the quiet effectiveness of Mike 
within either role. The way he worked as a 
DoS is well remembered by William Foster, 
who emphasises how Mike was full of 
practical hints and tips. He had a card for 
each student, which gradually filled up with 
neat and detailed notes of their progress. 

To help him remember who everybody 
was, Mike sometimes added brief sketches 
of their appearance. In his work with these 
students, he was known to be fair, 
undogmatic, helpful and flexible. 
 
It is striking how these qualities also 
characterise the way Mike would later work 
as a trustee to the Lady Clare Fund. Set up 
in 1934, the remit of this fund is to provide 
help on a confidential basis to alumni of 
the College, or their dependants, who find 
themselves in financial difficulties. Mike 
and Colin Turpin, the Honorary Secretary, 
were the moving forces within the fund, 
and they were keen to respond with 
fairness to those who applied to it. Mike’s 
note-taking as a DoS was replicated in the 
bundles of paperwork that he produced on 
the many applications, in addition to the 
meticulous accounts that he kept offline. 
Mike took over from Brian Reddaway as 
Honorary Treasurer in 1992 and held this 
role until 2016.  
 
In general dealings within the College Mike 
was perceptive but could also be direct, 
occasionally a shade too direct for some. 
He was refreshingly similar on the College 
Council and the Governing Body, within 
which he came to be seen as something of 
a ‘hawk’; he would ask the question that 
many in the room wanted to ask but didn’t, 
for fear of upsetting somebody.  
 
At meal times Mike was a friendly 
companion, welcoming to all, not least to 
newcomers, one who listened to 
conversation rather than dominating it, but 
with wit and not a little irony in his 
interventions. He would sometimes turn his 
head towards you and switch on his mildly 
sardonic smile, alert to the tiniest hint of 
pomposity or self-importance. He had a 
remarkable awareness of what went on in 
College at all levels, both among students 
and within the Fellowship, a capacity that 
fitted him well for the various roles that he 
undertook. As the first Convenor of the 
Senior Common Room Committee, for 
instance, he was able to draw on decades 
of College life to nudge practice and 
conventions in positive directions.  
 
Mike’s personal life pivoted around the 
untimely death of his wife, Hilary, in 1973, 
and his consequent devoted upbringing of 
their five children. He also leaves nine 
grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren, his eldest grandchild 
having died in 2017. 

FELLOW | Richard West  
 
Clare lost its longest-serving Fellow, 
Professor Richard West, on 30 December 
2020. Richard was a distinguished 
Quaternary botanist, geologist and 
palaeontologist, responsible for major 
developments in our understanding of the 
variations in vegetation and climate in the 
UK and north-west Europe before and 
during the Quaternary ice ages.  
 
Richard West was born in Beckenham, 
Kent, on 31 May 1926, the son of a Gilbert 
D West (Clare 1919) and Daisy Elizabeth 
Hutchinson. His father was a physicist 
turned broadcasting engineer in the early 
days of public wireless and television. 
Richard went to The King’s School, 
Canterbury, which was evacuated to 
Cornwall during the Second World War. 
Here, rambles along the Cornish coast 
sparked Richard’s interest in botany and 
geology. However, on leaving school in 
1944, Richard was drafted into the Royal 
Signals and was posted to central India for 
the tense period leading to independence 
and partition. 
 
Returning to England, Richard came up to 
Clare in 1948 to read Natural Sciences.  
He took Botany and Geology in Part I, 
specialising in Botany for Part II and 
graduating top in his year. So good was 
his Tripos performance that he was 
immediately taken on as a research 
student by Harry Godwin (Clare 1918), 
Director of the newly formed 
Subdepartment of Quaternary Research in 
Cambridge. Godwin had pioneered the 
use of plant remains and pollen to 
decipher changing environments in the 
Fenland sediments, deposited since the 
last ice advance. He wanted Richard to 
use similar methods to interpret the 
vegetation history in yet older sediments  
in Suffolk.  
 

Deceased Alumni & Obituaries The results from the project exceeded 
Godwin’s expectations because of 
Richard’s energy in hand-drilling nearly a 
hundred sample holes to depths of up to 
ten metres, his meticulous field and lab 
methods, and his ability to integrate the 
botanical and geological observations. 
Richard proved the existence of two 
separate interglacial events when sediment 
and vegetation had accumulated between 
ice advances, and he was able to correlate 
these events with mainland Europe.  
Richard was elected to a Fellowship in Clare 
as soon as his PhD research was complete 
in 1954, allowing him to expand his 
research activities. One direction was to 
study interglacial sequences elsewhere in 
England. A second initiative was to look at 
modern glacial environments in 
Spitsbergen (Svalbard) to understand how 
past ice sheets had deposited their 
sediment load. The Svalbard work was 
done with J J (Kim) Donner (Clare 1953), 
who became a lifelong friend and 
collaborator.  
 
Richard’s growing reputation led to his 
appointment as a Demonstrator and then, 
in 1960, as a Lecturer in the Department of 
Botany in Cambridge. He taught courses 
in Part II Botany and an interdisciplinary 
Quaternary Era course, supervised a series 
of research students and extended his 
East Anglian research activities into the 
sediments that lie below rather than within 
the glacial sequences. When Harry 
Godwin retired in 1966, Richard took over 
as Director of the Subdepartment of 
Quaternary Research and was appointed 
to a Readership. 
 
Despite his increasing administrative 
burden, Richard managed to publish 
papers on a widening range of Quaternary 
topics and the first two of his eventual nine 
books, which were destined to become 
classics: Pleistocene Geology and Biology 
(1968, 1972) and, with Bruce Sparks 
(Jesus), The Ice Age in Britain (1972, 
1981). His research profile led to an FRS in 
1968 and a Personal Chair of 
Palaeoecology in 1975, closely followed by 
becoming Acting Head of the Department 
of Botany. Within two years, this role had 
become permanent when he accepted the 
Professorship of Botany, a post that he 
held until his retirement 14 years later. 
 
Richard steered the Botany Department 
through a time of rapid change and 
increasing administrative and financial 
burdens. He also took on more than his 
share of editorial work and membership of 
national committees, ranging from the 
Council for Scientific Policy to the Ancient 
Monuments Board for England. However, 
Richard would always rather be in the lab 
or – even better – the field than the 
committee room, and his research 

productivity continued, aided by a 
succession of 22 of his research students. 
 
Retirement in 1991 meant less 
administration and therefore even more 
research. That year he spent six weeks 
with Kim Donner in the tundra terrain of 
Alaska, leading to a number of papers on 
periglacial processes there and in the UK. 
Richard also expanded his interest in the 
geology of Fenland before and during the 
glacial advances. This work was still based 
on rigorous field research, which required 
neither major funding nor complicated 
facilities. ‘I’m lucky,’ Richard explained. ‘I 
can just take off on my own. All I need for 
my work is a good pair of eyes, a good 
microscope and a spade.’ A major paper 
with long-time collaborator Phil Gibbard 
and Philip Hughes (Darwin) in 2018 on the 
Pleistocene glaciation of Fenland 
epitomised the integrated geological, 
biological and glaciological approach that 
Richard had championed throughout his 
long career. 
 
In Clare Richard served for some years as 
Senior Treasurer of the Clare College 
Students’ Association, responsible for 
allocating funds to the Bentley Road sports 
ground, the Boat Club and the other 
student clubs and societies. He was very 
naturally a long-serving member of the 
Gardens Committee, where his advice on 
natural planting and insights for future 
developments were influential. An even 
more tangible contribution to the College 
was the £25k endowment in 1999 of a fund 
in memory of his father, Gilbert, to support 
postgraduate engineers, with the fund 
financed by the sale of his father’s stamp 
collection.  
 
Meeting Richard at College lunch became 
increasingly rare during his retirement, but 
something that was always a pleasure. He 
was generous with his time and his 
knowledge, interested and inspirational 
about the research of others and modest 
to a fault about his own achievements.  
 
Richard was married in 1958 to Janet 
Abram and, after that marriage ended, in 
1973 to Hazel Gristwood, who pre-
deceased him. Richard leaves a son, 
Stephen, granddaughters, Emily and 
Freya, step-daughters, Sarah and Pippa, 
and a brother, Tony (Clare 1954). 
 
Nigel Woodcock, January 2020 
 
 
David F Swensen (Bye-Fellow) 
 
David Swensen was a leading figure in the 
world of investing for the last three and a 
half decades while at the helm of the Yale 
University endowment – the second largest 
such endowment in the United States.  

He was also a great friend of this College. 
His relationship with Clare began in 
February 2006 when he became a Bye-
Fellow. A couple of years later, his advice 
to the Fellowship as it was deliberating 
whether or not to borrow long-term in 
order to invest the endowment in the 
equity market, proved invaluable and 
helped to give the necessary confidence to 
move forward with the transaction. His last 
formal interaction with Clare was in March 
2018 when he gave the Distinguished 
Lecture in Economics and Public Policy. 
After obtaining his undergraduate degree 
at the University of Wisconsin-River Falls in 
1975, his doctoral studies in economics 
took him to Yale, where he was deeply 
influenced by the Nobel Prize-winning 
economist James Tobin. Upon receiving 
his PhD in 1980, he headed to Wall Street 
to work for Salomon Brothers and then 
Lehman Brothers. Five years later, he was 
persuaded to return to Yale by Professor 
Tobin as Chief Investment Officer of the 
university endowment. He stayed in this 
role the rest of his life and along the way 
enriched his university by growing its 
assets from US$1.3 billion in 1985 to over 
US$31 billion in 2020. 
 
His recipe for success, which 
subsequently became known as the Yale 
or the Swensen Model, was built on two 
important ideas. Given the long-term 
nature of their assets, endowments should, 
first, focus on equity or equity-like 
investments and, second, diversify into so-
called ‘alternative assets’ such as hedge 
funds, private equity, timberland and other 
illiquid assets. In 2000 David laid out his 
model in the book Pioneering Portfolio 

Management: An Unconventional 

Approach to Institutional Investment. As 
well as influencing many investment 
practitioners, the book became required 
reading at leading business schools. Being 
also concerned with the lot of the small 
investor, a second book, Unconventional 

Success: A Fundamental Approach to 

Personal Investment, advised people not to 
try and do what well-resourced university 
endowments did, but rather to keep their 
costs low and to stick to broadly diversified 
index funds. 
 
David was also a tremendous teacher. 
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Over the three and a half decades during 
which he ran the endowment, he became 
a mentor to those who passed through the 
Yale Investment Office. Among the latter 
are the current Heads of the Bowdoin, 
M.I.T., Princeton and Stanford 
endowments. He also taught with 
tremendous enthusiasm an undergraduate 
class on investment analysis throughout 
his time at Yale.  
 
Being the deep thinker he was, several 
years ago David was in the vanguard of 
those investors acknowledging the grave 
threat posed by climate change and in 
encouraging his investment managers to 
fully consider the associated financial risks 
when making their investment decisions. 
He also led the way on diversity and 
encouraged all endowments to hire more 
women and members of minorities. 
Having bravely fought the disease for the 
last nine years, David passed away on the 
5 May this year at the age of 67 from 
stomach cancer.  
 
 
1937 
Martin Lyth (Engineering) 
 
Martin Lyth was born in 1919 in Newcastle-
under-Lyme, Staffordshire. He was the son 
of a doctor and the youngest of four 
brothers. He went up to Clare College, 
Cambridge, in 1937 to read Engineering 
but fell ill in his second year with TB, still a 
number-one killer in those days. He had to 
stay in bed for six months, missing most of 
his second year. He was allowed to return 
to Cambridge in 1940, medically unfit to 
join the Forces.  
 
After graduating with a degree in 
Engineering, and an early specialisation in 
aerodynamics, he got a job with Frank 
Whittle’s firm, Power Jets Ltd. Frank 
Whittle had designed the first jet engine in 
1930. Martin then worked for a couple of 
years with Napier, a well-established aero-
engine maker, subsequently moving to the 
motorcycle manufacturer BSA as a 
graduate apprentice, where he stayed for 
about 18 months. 
 
In 1947 he met Lydia, whom he married in 
1950. At this time he had a job with PA 
Consultants, an engineering management 
consultancy, his first assignment being in 
Gloucester, where their first child, Cynthia, 
was born in 1952. Nicholas followed 14 
months later and Benedict in 1960. From 
Gloucester he was posted to the Atomic 
Weapons Research Centre near Reading. 
In 1962 the family moved to Farnham 
Common, Bucks, where he remained until 
2017. Martin worked in several engineering 
companies and then for Walter Rowley Ltd, 
a family business producing light 
architectural fittings, especially door 
furniture, from the mid-sixties until the early 

seventies. He finally joined Hill Samuel, an 
investment company, where he worked 
successfully for nearly 20 years. This final 
period of his working life was his most  
enjoyable.  
 
Martin and Lydia spent much time and 
energy working to increase the provision 
for autistic adults. Benedict was diagnosed 
with autism at the age of two. In the 1970s 
there were only 3 homes for autistic adults, 
providing only 150 places. They worked 
tirelessly to create a home for school-
leavers in the mid-counties and, having 
raised around £200,000, Stroud Court in 
Gloucestershire was opened. They 
continued to devote much time and energy 
working to secure more homes and the 
right conditions for the autistic adults living 
in them, only stopping in 1995. Benedict 
has been living for nearly thirty years very 
safely in a home in Reading. His parents’ 
selfless hard work has benefited him and 
many others. 
 
Lydia died in 2010. Martin continued 
leading an active life, teaching his carers 
how to play bridge and starting singing 
lessons, which he loved. He lived alone 
until the age of 98, when he decided he 
would be safer in a care home. He 
adapted very well to the move to Bradbury 
House, Beaconsfield, where he celebrated 
his centenary in 2019. He was well-loved, 
gentle and courteous. A total of 83 people 
attended his 100th birthday party: all 
people he knew and wanted to be there. 
He died on 11 April 2020. 
 
 
1939 
Peter Hemphill (Medicine) 
 
 
Timothy W Pellew  
(Mechanical Sciences) 
 
 
1942 
Ian Mayo-Smith  
(Modern & Medieval Languages) 
 
Professor Dr Ian Mayo-Smith MBE was 
born on 3 December 1924 and brought 
up in Muswell Hill. An avid sportsman in 
his youth, he excelled at running and 
boxing and had a passion for cricket. He 
attended Aldenham before going up to 
Clare to read Medieval and Modern 
Languages.  
 
Called up after his first year, he was 
assigned to the British Army Intelligence 
Corp at Bletchley Park and Eastcote. At 
Bletchley he was a member of the Testery 
responsible for breaking German Military 
messages sent on the Lorenz machine. 
He trained as a cryptographer and setter 
and then headed a shift of the setters, 
rising to become Staff Sergeant. His 

experiences are written down in his book 
Eavesdropping on Adolph Hitler: 
Deciphering the Daily Messages in the 
Tunny Cipher.  
 
Post-war at Clare, he completed his degree, 
while at the same time marrying his first 
wife, Ellen-Aase. He was posted to British 
Military Intelligence in Thessaloniki, Greece. 
On his return, he briefly worked in the War 
Office before moving in 1953 to Kaduna, 
Northern Nigeria, finally leaving in 1966. 
While there, he developed courses 
specifically for Nigerian civil servants, and in 
1967 he was awarded the MBE for his work.  
 
In 1968 the Ford Foundation, on behalf of 
the East African Community, invited him to 
set up a similar programme in Nairobi, 
Kenya. In 1971 the University of 
Connecticut (UConn) offered him an 
Associate Professorship at their Institute of 
Public Service International in Hartford. In 
1974 the United Nations invited him to 
build on the work in Kenya but at the East 
African Community Centre in Arusha, 
Tanzania. Returning in 1974 to the USA, he 
became Professor and Director of UConn’s 
Institute of Public Service International. 
While there, he completed his PhD. 
 
Towards the end of his time at the institute 
and into his retirement, organisations such 
as the United Nations, the World Bank and 
the University of Harvard invited him to run 
management and leadership development 
programmes in many different countries 
across the world for civil servants and 
governments. This involved travelling to 
more than forty-two different countries. 
With Krishna, his second wife, he created 
Kumarian Press, which specialised in 
books concerned with development 
programmes and developing countries.  
 
He was a prolific author and poet, as well 
as writing songs and musical revues. His 
hobby was photography, in which he 
gained formal qualifications. In the USA he 
was actively engaged with Initiatives for 
Change, formerly Moral Re-Armament, in 
seeking to break barriers down to bring 
about reconciliation; with Krishna he set up 
‘Healing the Heart of Hartford’, which 
seeks to break down barriers between 
differing groups.  
 
During his retirement he spent the winters 
in Thailand and the summers in 
Bloomfield, Connecticut. Towards the end, 
he and Krishna settled in Sun City, Florida. 
He died on 8 January 2021, aged 96. 
 
He leaves behind his wife, Krishna, three 
sons – one of whom followed him to 
Cambridge, while one went to the other 
place (Oxford) – five granddaughters – one 
of whom followed him to Cambridge – 
seven grandsons, six great-grandsons and 
three great-granddaughters. 

1943 
David Hern (Economics) 
 
 
Anthony D Ridlington (Physics) 
 
 
1944 
Michael B Parry-Crooke  
(Modern & Medieval Languages) 
 
 
1945 
Eric H Cooley (Mechanical Sciences) 
 
 
Graeme Kidd (Mechanical Sciences) 
 
 
1946 
David N Glew (Chemistry) 
 
 
Brian M Whitlock Blundell (History) 
 
 
1948 
Peter L Cheyne (Law) 
 
Peter Cheyne was born on 13 September 
1928 and attended Clare College from 
1948 to 1952, initially reading Modern 
Languages for a year before switching to 
Law. He graduated with an MA with 
Second Class Honours and a Bachelor of 
Law (LLB) degree. 
 
While at Clare, he played Rugby for the 
Second XV and played for the 
Woodpeckers, touring Spain in 1951. He 
frequented the Eagle, and the Felttakers 
Club, which was a luncheon venue for 
undergraduates who had been in the 
Forces, having been a Lieutenant in the 
Black Watch prior to attending Clare. 
Peter didn’t pursue Law after leaving Clare 
but worked for Turner Morrison & Co, ship 
owners with offices in Mumbai and 
Calcutta, and he was offered a position as 
General Assistant and worked in India from 
1952 to 1955. 
 
In 1956 Peter was employed by Elder 
Dempster to work in their network of Shore 
Agencies in West Africa, and for six years 
he worked in Ghana and Nigeria. While in 
India and Africa, he played rugby and golf 
and took part in various Autocross events 
and rowing regattas, winning many 
trophies. 
 
During his leave, on 10 December 1960, 
he met his future wife, Julie, who was a 
nurse at St Thomas’ Hospital. They were 
engaged very soon afterwards but had to 
part after six weeks when Peter had to 
return to Nigeria and Julie had to finish her 
training. They kept in touch via Air Mail 
twice a week!  

On Peter’s return in 1962, they were 
married, on 17 March, and, following their 
honeymoon in Mallorca, they returned to 
Lagos together. A year later they returned 
to England expecting their first of five 
children.  
 
After a short period working within Julie’s 
father’s travel business, Peter became a 
Financial Consultant at Abbey Life, where 
he became a Unit Manager. Later, he joined 
Noble Lowndes, part of the Hill Samuel 
Group. Peter continued to work in the 
financial services industry until he retired.  
In 1977 the family moved to Dorset to be 
nearer to Peter’s elderly mother and 
ageing aunts and uncles, which also 
meant that travelling to Cornwall, where 
Peter loved taking the family camping, was 
much easier. Peter loved family holidays 
and, in addition to the regular Cornish 
camping trips, he took us all on a three-
week camping tour of Scotland and the 
Outer Hebrides and a three-week camping 
tour of Europe.  
 
Not content to rest, Peter and Julie spent a 
few years project fostering, before 
providing respite care for elderly people, 
including Peter’s uncle. When care 
became too much for them, they opened 
the house up as a B&B. Peter had always 
loved nature and delighted in feeding his 
badgers and other wildlife, including foxes, 
deer, squirrels and numerous species of 
birds that frequented the garden. 
After being given a few weeks to live in 
2016, he died peacefully at home on 9 May 
2021, aged 92, with all his family around 
him. 
 
Peter was a thoroughly decent man, and 
he died, as he lived, on his own terms. He 
is very fondly missed. 
 
 
Thomas Greenwood 
 
 
John O Robotham (Law) 
 
John Robotham was born in August 1928 
at Bower Hill, Repton. He attended St 
Wynstan's in Repton and, from the age of 
eight, Clifton College in Bristol. His mother 
died when he was 12, and, suffering from 
ill heath, he completed his school life 
nearer to home as a boarder at Repton 
Prep School, and then at Repton School 
from 1942 to 1946. 
 
John became leader of the school 
orchestra at Repton. He was also a 
member of the chapel choir – his singing 
was always at full volume and once heard 
would never be forgotten! He was Head of 
New House at Repton and a supporter of 
Repton throughout his life. John cycled as 

a 12-year-old from Repton to the Baseball 
Ground to watch Derby County play. 
 
John spent his National Service first with 
the Sherwood Foresters and then with the 
Royal Artillery, and he spent 12 years in 
the TA with the Derbyshire Yeomanry, 
receiving the Territorial Decoration. 
 
John went up to Clare College in 1948 to 
read Law and always thought this time 
was one of the ‘highlights’ of his life, 
gaining an MA and LLB. He visited 
Cambridge every year and even proposed 
on Clare College Bridge. John was 
Chairman of the Derbyshire branch of the 
Cambridge Society for many years. 
 
His elder brothers, Anthony and David, 
joined the Army and Navy, respectively. 
John was therefore expected to join the 
family law firm. He was articled from 1951 
to 1955 and was admitted to the Supreme 
Court of Judicature on 1 October 1955, 
the same day he married his wife, Yvonne. 
John was proud to be the sixth generation 
in the family firm and was a partner at 
Robotham & Co for 41 years until his 
retirement in 1996. He was a Notary 
Public, and a magistrate for 38 years. He 
was a Governor of Repton, which he 
enjoyed enormously for 17 years, and the 
Cases Secretary for the NSPCC, a 
voluntary post for which he was made a 
life member. 
 
He rarely did things by half: thick slabs of 
butter on his toast, a mountain of salt on 
his plate, a heavy smoker and a lover of his 
gin and tonic in 50/50 measures. This was 
John’s guide to long life!  
 
John played golf off a handicap of five and 
played for the ORs at Repton on many 
occasions. He won club honours at 
Kedleston, where he was a member for 60 
years. He was very pleased and proud to 
be asked to be Captain of Kedleston Park 
Golf Club in 1984. 
 
John spent the last 40 years in Brailsford, 
Derbyshire, and he loved village life. He 
was a devout Christian and active member 
of the congregation at All Saints, Brailsford. 
He passed away at home on 29 January 
2021, aged 92, survived by his wife of 65 
years. This was a life to be celebrated, a 
life well lived and a life that will be long 
remembered with great love and affection. 
 
 
1949 
Robin H Bligh (Geography) 
 
 
E Michael Latham (Economics) 
 
 
Richard L Rothwell-Jackson 
(Medicine) 
 



55Clare Review 2020–2154 Clare Review 2020–21

1950 
Michael H Bell  
 
 
John F Hartridge (Architecture) 
 
John Hartridge passed away on 12 
November 2020, aged 89, at his home in 
Lewes, East Sussex. He endured a 
traditional education of the time, going up 
to Clare in 1950. After graduating in 1953, 
he went on to complete his RIBA 
qualifications at Oxford Brooks before 
beginning his professional career in 
Brighton. He married Patricia (née Beer) in 
1959, and they had two sons, settling 
close to Lewes in East Sussex. 
John spent most of his working life at the 
Lewes firm of Mackellar Schwerdt 
Architects and was involved in a variety of 
local projects, including a groundbreaking 
hydrotherapy pool at Chailey Heritage, for 
which he received a Civic Award. He was a 
versatile architect, and other significant 
projects that he contributed to included 
shipyards on Wearside and a 
refurbishment at the London Metal 
Exchange. 
 
He was always very much involved in the 
local community, setting up and running 
junior cricket and football clubs and 
serving several terms on the local parish 
council. He had a love of cricket and was 
fond of recalling his flat at Clare College 
above the cricket pavilion. In retirement he 
took on the role of scorer for Sussex 
County Cricket Club, taking the transition 
from written scorecards to a computerised 
system in his stride. Highlights from this 
time included Sussex winning their first 
County Championship in 2003 and his 
appointment as one of the official scorers 
for the England v Bangladesh test match at 
Lord’s in 2005. 
 
John had a lifelong passion for 
photography, accumulating a vast 
collection of slides and then electronic 
images, mostly of landscapes, ancient 
churches, castles and other historic 
buildings. Pictures of people or animals he 
did not do! His images won many prizes, 
and he could often be seen wandering 
around Lewes taking photographs. His last 
role with Mackellar Schwerdt was as their 
photographic archivist. 
 
For a time, he was an avid numismatist, 
and his collection of coins reflected a wide 
interest and knowledge of ancient and 
medieval history and culture. Another 
passion was pre-1970 motor races and 
cars, and at the time of his passing he had 
accumulated an impressive collection of 
high-quality scale models of racing cars 
(Formula 1, sports cars and those from 
historic races such as Le Mans and the 
Mille Miglia), illustrating their development 
over time. 

He had a real interest in and knowledge of 
music, ranging from classical to folk, 
particularly pieces or songs that carried a 
political message. He had a decent tenor 
voice, and in later years he enjoyed 
singing at local folk clubs and in a church 
choir. 
 
His wife pre-deceased him in 2011 and he 
leaves his two sons and five grandchildren. 
He was widely respected for his 
contributions to local life. 
 
 
Christopher ‘Kit’ C Maitland 
(Chemistry) 
 
 
David G Pilkington (Natural Sciences) 
 
 
1951 
Norman H Bateman  
(Modern & Medieval Languages) 
 
Norman Bateman was born in Hull in 1932. 
He was educated at Hull Grammar School, 
from where he entered Clare College. He 
was always very grateful for the education 
that he received at the school. While there, 
it became clear that he had a gift for 
languages, in which he was to specialise at 
Clare. He thought himself very lucky to 
have the opportunities that being at 
Cambridge gave him. 
 
After university he did National Service. 
This was the time of the Cold War, and he 
was selected for the I-Corps (Intelligence). 
The military needed Russian speakers and, 
having a good degree in Modern 
Languages, he was chosen to learn 
Russian, a very intensive course. Following 
National Service, he decided to go into 
teaching and received postgraduate 
training at London University before getting 
a job at Sir William Borlase School, 
Marlow, a traditional grammar school. 
Norman was able to encourage those he 
taught to look at the language as part of 
the culture of the country and, with this in 
mind, he organised walking holidays in 
Europe. In 1994 he married Pauline 
Glanville, who had been a friend for many 
years and who survives him. 
 
 
Brian D Dowker (Botany) 
 
 
Ezekiel Minjo (Mathematics) 
 
 
David H O'Brien (English) 
 
‘Pumzika na Amani’  
(KiSwahili: ‘Rest in Peace’)  
 
Born on 21 June 1932, in Kendal, 
Westmorland, David Hunter O’Brien came 

up to Clare in 1951 from Sedbergh School, 
like his elder brother, Michael, two years 
before him. Exempt from National Service, 
having been born blind in his right eye (not 
that he ever let that limit him), he read 
English and History and was a keen 
participant in the Cambridge University 
branch of the English Speaking Union.  
 
On graduating, he stayed a further year in 
Cambridge, allied to the College, in 
particular the Clare Boat Club, to do the 
‘Devonshire’ course (the exam for Her 
Majesty’s Overseas Civil Service/Colonial 
Service). In that year, as well as learning 
the law for administration and justice in the 
Overseas Territories, he mastered Swahili 
to near fluency. Already engaged to Ann 
Rothwell (‘Rothy’), he embarked from 
Tilbury Docks in mid-1955 for his first post 
as District Officer Class 2 (Cadet) in 
Mtwara, the small fishing town at the most 
southerly point of Tanganyika (Tanzania 
since 1964). In a break from the normal 
strict rules, he managed to get permission 
to marry in his first three-year tour, so 
Rothy travelled to Mtwara, where they 
were married in April 1956. In 1957 they 
moved up country to the remote southern 
hill station of Tunduru. In 1959 David left 
HMOCS to join Shell, where his Swahili 
resulted in him being transferred from 
Cheshire for a while in the early 1960s to 
Shell’s refinery in Mombasa, Kenya. His 
later career was in industrial management 
in Manchester and expanding the family 
engineering firm in Kendal. David and 
Rothy were married for 63 years and had a 
son, Stephen, born in Mtwara (Emmanuel, 
1976), 2 daughters and 8 grandchildren, 
who all survive him. 
 
He was a good oarsman, winning his oars 
in his first year at Bow of the College 
second Boat in the 1952 May Bumps. 
Coach Dr Brian Palmer remained a lifelong 
friend, as did the No.2 seat, Dr John 
Dowell. Stroke David Jeaffreson also went 
to Tanganyika in HMOCS over a similar 
period (1955–8) but to the other end of the 
country.  
 
David was President of CBC in his third 
year (the title reverted to Captain of Boats 
a year or two later) and revelled in having 
Room B1 in the Clare Quad, which came 
with the CBC Presidency. As recalled by 
the Cox of the Clare Fairburn Cup 1st VIII, 
Stuart Beare, he returned to CBC and the 
Cam during that first home leave to coach 
that crew and proposed the Toast to the 
CBC at the ensuing dinner. Attending the 
Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race on the 
Tideway on the Thames as often as 
possible to (very loudly) cheer on the 
Light Blues remained a lifelong 
enthusiasm.  
 
Over the years, rowing was replaced by 
creating gardens, expert and successful 

beekeeping, fell-walking, skiing, sailing, 
choral singing, inspiring young people to 
reach their highest potential, and above 
all his family.  
 
David died on 22 April 2019 in Dent, 
Cumbria.  
 
The Right Honourable Sir Stephen O'Brien 
KBE (son) 
 
 
Brian S Ringrose  
(Natural Sciences) 
 
Brian Ringrose died in Tetbury, 
Gloucestershire, on 30 October 2020, at 
the age of 89. Born in Alexandria, Egypt, 
and educated at Giggleswick school in 
Yorkshire, he gained an exhibition to Clare 
in 1950, reading Chemistry. He loved his 
days at Clare, coxing one of the College 
Eights, running with the Hare and Hounds 
Club and being very active in the Christian 
Union. After graduating, he taught 
Chemistry for a short while but quickly felt 
called to the ministry, doing Divinity 
training at Tyndale Hall, Bristol, before 
becoming ordained as an Anglican Vicar at 
St Ebb’s Church in Oxford.  
 
Brian moved to India in 1960, with his wife 
Margaret (née Evans), to work with the 
Church of North India, only returning to the 
UK in 1975. Notable achievements during 
his service in India included running the 
Bible Fellowship Centre (in Nasik), an all-
India Christian training centre, and then 
moving on to lead the All Saint’s Church in 
Mumbai. He learnt the Marathi language to 
a high level of proficiency and was credited 
by many Indian Christian leaders for his full 
immersion in Indian society, as evidenced 
by his handing over of the ministries that 
he left behind to Indian successors.  
 
Alongside biblical teaching, preaching and 
acting as a Chaplain to many schools, he 
was able to develop the first handbook of 
social services in Bombay/Mumbai and to 
help run food programmes for pavement 
dwellers in the city. He travelled widely 
throughout India, Pakistan, Afghanistan 
and Nepal, supporting medical services, 
schools and churches. Brian and Margaret 
raised four children during this time, 
meeting the various challenges of life in 
India with humour and resolve. On 
returning to the UK, Brian became Director 
of Interserve Scotland, based in Glasgow, 
supporting the work of this international 
Christian service mission throughout Asia 
and the Middle East. He was well known 
for his memorable sermons and humble 
words of advice and encouragement; on 
the first page of his notebook, he left the 
following quotation from G K Chesterton: 
‘We choose our friends and enemies 
ourselves, but God chooses our 
neighbours for us.’ 

Brian developed an enormous network of 
friends from around the globe, arising from 
his work in Christian service, continuing his 
ministry long into his retirement in 
Edinburgh and then later in Malmesbury. 
Many tributes poured in after his passing, 
recalling his positive influence on so many 
around him. It is therefore fitting that his 
memorial tree is a Himalayan cedar 
growing in the Royal Botanical Gardens in 
Edinburgh. His wife died a year before 
him; Brian is survived by 4 children and 11 
grandchildren. 
 
 
1952 
John M Hattersley (Law) 
 
Born in Yorkshire, Martin graduated from 
Cambridge with a BA in Economics and 
Law, an LLB, and an MA in 1959, followed 
by a Bachelor of Theology in 2013. 
 
Martin was admitted to the Alberta Bar in 
1957 and continued his career as a lawyer 
in Edmonton until his retirement in 2006. 
He was an ordained minister in the 
Anglican Church and was active in the 
Diocese of Edmonton for over forty years. 
Following the death of his daughter, he 
helped to found the Victims of Homicide 
Support Society of Edmonton. Martin was 
a proud recipient of the Queen's Jubilee 
Medal in 2012. He had a passion for 
politics, having been active with both the 
Social Credit Parties of Canada and 
Alberta. Martin was also a valued member 
of Mensa. 
 
For those who enjoyed Martin's monthly 
columns and sermons, 100 of these 
writings were compiled into a book, The 

Fifth Column, which was published in 2016. 
Martin had quite a severe stroke four or 
five years ago, which left him incapacitated 
and in need of care. However, his daughter 
always assured me that Martin retained his 
full mental faculties and was well able to 
keep in touch with the world around him. 
 
 
Ian D McIntosh (Medicine) 
 
 
Richard M Simons (Medicine) 
 
 
1953 
John F Croxford (Mathematics) 
 
 
Michael J Henchman (Chemistry) 
 
 
D Nicholas Tarsh  (Law) 
 
 
 
 
 

1954 
F John D Boot (Law) 
 
My father, John Boot, died peacefully at 
home on 12 August 2020. He is survived 
by my mother, Jean, three children, 
Rosemary, Caroline and myself, and eight 
grandchildren. 
 
John was born in Nottingham on 15 
December 1935, the son of William Arthur 
(Bill) and Mary Boot. After early schooling 
at Mountford House, in 1943 he went to 
Nottingham High School. At the age of 13 
he went away to Shrewsbury School, 
where he finished his schooling. He gained 
a scholarship to Clare College, Cambridge, 
to read Classics. There he changed to 
Law, in which he obtained First Class 
Honours. 
 
After leaving Cambridge John embarked 
on a legal career and, together with his 
brother, Jim Boot, became articled to their 
father in the family firm of Day, Johnson & 
Boot. They were both enrolled as solicitors 
at the beginning of 1961 and in due course 
became partners in the firm, remaining 
with that firm, through several mergers and 
changes of name, during the whole of their 
working lives. 
 
John involved himself in local government 
from an early age. He was initially elected 
to Arnold District Council, which eventually 
became Gedling Borough Council. He 
stood as a Conservative but he was at 
heart a non-political person and always 
acted in the manner that he believed was 
best for the community. He had an ability, 
given to few, to see problems from 
everyone’s angle. As a result of this, he 
made many friends of all political 
persuasions. He was recently appointed 
an Honorary Alderman of Gedling Borough 
Council in recognition of 50 years’ service 
in local government.  
 
‘John was the finest of public servants … 
his gracious and diligent approach to 
public service was a fine example to all … 
the Council was a better place during 
John’s service … as a result of his wisdom, 
experience and methodical attention to 
detail.’ 
 
He had a love of nature and the 
countryside, and for many years he and 
my mother have had a caravan in Reeth, in 
the Yorkshire Dales, where they spent 
much time and where they enjoyed 
walking and made many friends. 
He loved travelling and relished every 
family trip he took, even though 
occasionally he did not know he was going 
on holiday until my mother told him shortly 
before departure! As a family, we would 
regularly holiday in Cornwall, Ireland and 
the Algarve, but after we children left 
home, my parents ventured further afield, 



57Clare Review 2020–2156 Clare Review 2020–21

heading to Ethiopia, Malaysia and Australia 
and completing a number of treks in 
Nepal. They also enjoyed gastronomic 
driving trips to France, returning with the 
car full of wine and cheese. Most recently, 
they would spend January in the winter 
sun of the Algarve, which they loved, and 
even managed a last trip in 2020 just 
before the first lockdown. 

During the last years of his very full life, 
John developed Parkinson’s, but even 
from the first diagnosis many years ago, 
with my mother’s help, he went on pushing 
the boundaries and living life to the full.  

He was a remarkable man. 

Peter Boot  

Alan Bowers  
(Modern & Medieval Languages) 

John B Nettleton  
(Modern & Medieval Languages) 

Geoffrey M B Wilkinson 
(Natural Sciences) 

On 29 April 2021 Geoffrey Wilkinson’s life 
came to a very sad end. He suffered a 
heart attack in his home just metres away 
from his beloved wife, Joan, whom he had 
lovingly cared for since her Alzheimer’s 
disease diagnosis back in 2015. This 
selfless commitment to Joan’s complex 
needs was his final significant contribution 
within a much-distinguished life. 

Geoffrey Malcolm Blackburn Wilkinson 
was born on 28 June 1934 in the North 
Yorkshire town of Harrogate. His father was 
the town council architect and his mother 
was a dressmaker. During his education at 
Harrogate Grammar School he became a 
Queen’s Scout, and he later stayed on for 
an extra year to gain appropriate grades to 
go to Clare College, where he was to study 
Natural Sciences. Geoffrey enjoyed three 
‘really good years’ at Clare College, which, 
in turn, provided him with an excellent 
foundation for working and community life. 
Sport, in particular, as well as his academic 
pathway, provided him with much pleasure 
and personal fulfilment. 

ICI was the first company to provide 
Geoffrey with working experience and 
career development. Such skills and 
knowledge were later taken in to a role 
with United Steels as a trainee manager.  
It was during this time in his early 20s that 
Geoffrey was to attend Billy Graham 
Christian meetings in London, and it was 
here that he made a decision to commit 
his life to following Jesus Christ. This 
‘stand-out’ decision was to greatly 

influence his personal, family, community 
and working life for the ensuing 65 years. 
Geoffrey married Joan Hassall (women’s 
England hockey international, and junior 
Wimbledon tennis player) in 1960 and 
settled in Sheffield, where he remained for 
the rest of his life. He became manager of 
a wire mill in Rotherham (which 
consistently changed names because of 
the turbulent nationalisation/privatisation 
days of the 1960s and 1970s!), and he 
later completed his working life as a 
Director for Project Trident in Barnsley.  

Geoffrey’s adult days, away from working 
responsibilities, were very much 
characterised by his commitment to his 
burgeoning family, as well as within his 
local church. He and Joan had three 
children, Stephen, Andrew and Sarah. 
Sadly, Sarah predeceased Geoffrey in 
2012 after a fatal car crash, leading to a 
grieving process that was undoubtedly 
supported by his strong Christian faith. 
However, his close relationships with his 
sons and their spouses, as well as his four 
grandchildren, and later five great-
grandchildren, bore him and his wife 
immense joy and delight, as family life was 
rebuilt. 

During Geoffrey’s life, his days brought 
him into contact with royalty, politicians, 
sports stars and actors of stage and 
screen, as well as everyday folk. However, 
throughout all these encounters he treated 
everyone with equal interest and respect, 
regardless of their role in life. This was 
indeed his personal mantra, that everyone 
was equal in the eyes of his God.  
Geoffrey Malcolm Blackburn Wilkinson 
enjoyed a life well lived and a life well 
shared with others. 

Stephen Wilkinson (eldest son) 

1955 
John P Cleland (Law) 

1956 
Neville Bark-Jones (Medicine) 

Born in Blundellsands to parents who had 
met at Cambridge (his father had played 
rugby for both Cambridge and Wales), 
Neville was a Classics scholar at 
Uppingham but decided late in his school 
career to switch to Sciences in order to 
read Medicine. 

After graduating in 1959, Neville returned 
to Liverpool for his clinical studies at the 
Royal Liverpool Infirmary, qualifying as a 
doctor in 1961. Opting to pursue a career 
in ear, nose and throat surgery, he gained 
his FRCS at the young age of 27, 
becoming a consultant at the age of 30.  
Neville was a highly respected member of 

the Liverpool medical community, serving 
on the Council of the Liverpool Medical 
Institute and being honoured with Life 
Membership. He retired from the NHS at 
the age of 56 but continued in private 
practice for some years. 

Neville married Alison in 1962 and they 
had a daughter, three sons and numerous 
grandchildren. His main recreations were 
sailing and skiing. He spent many happy 
hours at the family home at Abersoch, 
where he kept his boat. When the children 
were young he built a mirror dinghy for 
them, only to discover – too late – that it 
meant taking down a wall to get it out of 
the house! He had a flat in Switzerland 
near Villars, where the family met to ski 
each winter. 

In retirement Neville moved to North Wales 
and quickly learned enough to gain a 
Welsh speaking qualification. With his 
great charm and sense of humour he soon 
settled in his new surroundings. 
In our third year at Clare, when we were 
both smokers, Neville told me that we 
need not worry about lung cancer, as by 
the time we were likely to have the disease 
a cure would have been found. In Neville’s 
case this proved to have been an accurate 
prediction. By the age of 29 he had given 
up cigarettes, but in 2014 he was told he 
had terminal lung cancer. Fortunately, he 
was one of the minority of patients – I think 
he told me one third – who responded to 
the Merck drug Keytruda and he was 
effectively cured. 

In March 2019 the College invited our year 
to come with our wives and partners to a 
lunch at Clare. Neville and I, with our wives, 
decided to make a weekend of it, staying at 
what used to be the Garden House Hotel. 
In spite of all he had endured in the last five 
years, Neville still had the cheerful and 
engaging manner that had made him such 
a popular member of our year.  

I am sorry to report that my friend Neville 
died in August 2020 after a short illness. 
He was much loved and is sadly missed. 

Geoffrey Mills (1967) 

C Ian Craighead (Law) 

1957 
John N Bunney (Architecture) 

Robert M Hardy (Theology) 

The Rt Rev Robert Maynard Hardy was a 
clergyman whose ministry was 
characterised by his robust good sense, 
warmth and cheerfulness. On his 
appointment as Bishop of Lincoln in 1987, 

his former supervisor at Clare, the recently 
knighted Geoffrey Elton, wrote to say how 
flattered he was to have taught one of the 
successors of Robert Grosseteste. It was a 
rather Cambridge exchange, and one that 
touched him. But he was too modest to be 
seduced by such blandishments. Indeed, 
one of his great gifts was his lack of 
pomposity. It helped that he didn’t look 
much like a bishop; more a jolly 
Lincolnshire farmer. Someone once told 
him that for a man in his position he had a 
remarkably unintelligent face.  

Bob Hardy was born in Wakefield in 
October 1936 and educated at Queen 
Elizabeth Grammar School. He went up to 
Clare on his 21st birthday after National 
Service. There he played rugby, attended 
Chapel and began to consider ordination. 
After getting a First in History, he switched 
to Theology in his final year. In 1965, after 
Cuddesdon and a curacy in Manchester, 
he was invited back to Cambridge to 
interview for three jobs: Chaplain of Clare, 
Curate of Great St Mary’s and Fellow and 
Chaplain of Selwyn. He chose the latter, 
and there followed seven fruitful years at 
Selwyn under Owen Chadwick. Here, in 
addition to his College duties, he taught 
Church History, and was Secretary of the 
Divinity Faculty and acting Chaplain of 
Newnham. Bob was rejected as unsuitable 
as a potential Chaplain of Girton by the 
President of the JCR at the time, Isobel 
Burch, who felt he was not good with 
women. They married in 1970. 

From 1972 Robert Runcie appointed Bob 
to a series of parishes in the St Alban’s 
diocese and, in 1980, his suffragan as 
Bishop of Maidstone. He also became 
Bishop to HM Prisons, transforming a 
previously rather marginal role through 
supporting prison chaplains, prisoners 
and speaking on matters of criminal 
justice in the House of Lords. Bob was 
awarded a CBE for this work on his 
retirement in 2001. 

His time at Lincoln was somewhat 
coloured by the row between the Dean 
and Chapter at the Cathedral. Those who 
understood the characters of the turbulent 
priests involved admired his calmness 
under fire and the tough but fair line that he 
took. He was much loved in his diocese for 
his pastoral skills, kindness and informality. 
One fellow bishop described him as the 
‘authentic voice of the Church of England’.  

He and Isobel enjoyed a notably 
successful 50-year marriage and had 3 
children and 5 grandchildren. Bob had a 
sophisticated mind but unsophisticated 
tastes. His retirement was spent in 
Cumbria enjoying books, Bach and the 
occasional pork pie. He renewed his 
association with Cambridge with a brief but 
happy cameo as acting Dean of Chapel at 

Selwyn for two terms in 2008, where he 
lived again in the rooms that he had 
occupied as a Bachelor Fellow. He died on 
9 April 2021, aged 84. 

Trevor J P Hart  
(English Literature/Law) 

Born on 19 August 1936 in Bromley, Kent, 
Trevor Hart was educated at the grammar 
school and deferred Cambridge to spend 
his National Service with the Queen’s Own 
Royal West Kent Regiment from 1955. He 
served in Cyprus, Suez and Germany. 

In 1957 he went up to Clare College, 
initially to study English Literature, with the 
excellent, gentle and understanding 
Professor John Northam as his Tutor. He 
was particularly taken with the lectures by 
C S Lewis and recalled that he started the 
lectures with these words, ‘I intend to start 
my lectures at 10 minutes past the hour 
and to end them at 10 minutes to the hour, 
as I don't think anyone should have to 
listen to me droning on for an hour’! The 
lectures were anything but boring. After 
Part 1 of the Tripos, Trevor switched to 
Law, where he was inspired by Bill 
Wedderburn, later Lord Wedderburn of 
Charlton, a towering figure in employment 
law. He was later called to the Bar.  

Trevor was always aware of the great 
privilege of a Cambridge education and 
talked fondly of his days at Clare, both 
academically and through friendships and 
sporting opportunities. He enjoyed tennis, 
cricket and badminton. Of course, Trevor 
rowed, and in his second and third years 
as Stroke, mainly because he was too light 
to sit in the engine room. 

During his career Trevor was a barrister, a 
banker, an accountant and a company 
secretary, predominantly with Barclays 
Bank, Barclays Bank Trust Company and 
BZW. He worked with Martins Bank and 
continued with Barclays after the 
acquisition, and then within the Pension 
Investment Department, before being 
appointed Chief Accountant of the Trust 
Company. Although a barrister and banker, 
he had no accountancy qualifications, but 
he liked to think that he made a number of 
successful innovations, particularly with the 
way that the annual figures were presented 
to the board. After that he was promoted 
again to Deputy Secretary of the Bank at 
Head Office for the remaining 10 years of 
his working life. This involved preparing 
documents for presentation to the board 
and giving guidance to the directors, when 
appropriate, as well as making minutes of 
all items presented to the board. Obviously 
enjoying a successful career, this is the way 
that people remember him – his lasting 
legacy. Trevor was truly a Renaissance 
man, a passionate historian who became 
the go-to local and family historian, also 

being involved with the Victorian County 
History nationwide project. Although an 
atheist, he was a staunch supporter of the 
village church as the lynchpin of the 
community. He served on numerous 
committees and always had time to help 
others. His painstaking renovation of Yew 
Tree Cottage was a true labour of love. 
Trevor was a DIY supremo, builder, plumber, 
electrician, quiz master, lover of literature 
and music, a thinker and a writer. He 
produced local history books, particularly 
on The Great War, and gave a fascinating 
insight into the village and its people 
affected by WW1. He also produced a book 
about WW1 for children, Rufus of 

Hoddington: Dogged Warrior, and he was 
always mindful that it is the next generation 
that must be inspired to tell our stories. 

Trevor died on 16 June 2020. He was 
loved and is much missed by his wife and 
children, who are grateful for walking the 
same path as this kind, generous, 
thoughtful gentleman. 

Christopher Paradine (Mathematics) 

Christopher Paradine, born in 1938, studied 
Maths and then Numerical Analysis at Clare 
College, following in his father’s footsteps 
before him. His time at Clare (1957–60) saw 
Chris row for the College, as well as joining 
the University Jazz Band on the trumpet. 
This last pastime led to Chris having a tiny 
part in the movie Talking Pictures, playing in 
a jazz band. He had the room overlooking 
the arch, and his friends loved to come over 
on Sundays to meet up there. 

After University, Chris joined IBM, where he 
spent the majority of his career working in 
the UK and the US, including in Palo Alto in 
the 1970s. He was part of the team involved 
in the creation of Java script, coding that is 
still used in computing today. 

Chris continued to play music, 
predominantly jazz piano, until late in life, 
and he enjoyed a second ‘career’ 
performing on cruise ships, enabling him to 
continue his love of travel. He was also a 
keen surfer and windsurfer, and he had 
some novels published under a 
pseudonym. 

He is survived by his wife, Sian, whom he 
met in Cambridge, three daughters and a 
son, as well as two granddaughters and 
three grandsons. He died peacefully in 
Hampshire, England, in 2021. 

J Jeremy Potter (Law) 

S Roderick ‘Roddy’ Pratt (Medicine) 
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John L Rees  (Medicine) 

1958 
G Anthony Jones (Economics & Law) 

Tony (Anthony) Jones was one of the most 
gifted of our year group and became a 
lifelong friend to me for over sixty years. He 
was born on Easter Sunday – 9 April 1939 
– and died, after a long period of ill health,
on 28 December 2019. There is so much
to remember about him: his calmness in
times of crisis or difficulty – although I do
recall how he jumped up in the middle of
the night in Yellowstone National Park,
rudely awaking me and our other camping
companion because a mountain bear had
licked his face! There are so many other
memories of his wise counsel, good
temper, dependability and soundness of
judgement. He was such a good friend!

By the time Tony arrived at Clare, he had 
achieved much. He had been Head of the 
School at Oundle, Head of the CCF, 
Captain of Rugby and Swimming – being 
in the School First XV for over two years – 
in the School Fives team and the lead 
trumpet player in the school orchestra. It 
was no surprise that he entered Clare with 
an Entrance Scholarship. He was, 
however, content at Clare just to do 
everything well. He was in the College 
Rugby XV for three years, most diligent in 
reading Economics and Law – always the 
one to be consulted when we didn’t 
understand an issue before us – and an 
active member of the University Orchestra. 
It was natural that he should be invited to 
become a member of the then-hallowed 
College society: the Clare Falcons. 

The surprise of his time at Cambridge was 
that he didn’t get a First. He never raised 
this with me and I don’t know if he had any 
embarrassment over it but when he came 
to his professional exams, the Law Finals, 
he made up for it, getting Honours in 
multiple subjects! 

When we were in Canada together – as we 
were for four months – the big issue was 
whether Tony should join the solicitors 
practice, Kent, Thomas & Jones, which his 
father had built up since acquiring it in 1946, 
or go for the English Bar in Chancery work. 
The pull proved to be too strong and Tony 
really had no option but to join his father in 
the family firm. None of those who knew him 
doubt that had Tony gone to the English Bar 
his talent would have taken him into the 
Judiciary, where his patience and 
soundness of judgement would have carried 
him a long way. Yet Tony, typically for him, 
never showed any resentment – this was the 
card that life had served him, and it was a 
card to which he was wholly loyal. The job 
simply had to be done and done well. This 
he did. As a practising solicitor, his advice 

was much respected and he was held in 
high regard by his clients. 
Of all the things that mattered to Tony, no 
one and nothing was more important than 
his adored Harriet – meeting her, with a bit 
of contrivance from a friend, when he was 
in his last year at Cambridge and she was 
just 19 years old! One thinks of so many 
lovely visits to them in their first home, 
Decoy Cottage, on the edge of 
Aldermaston, right up to their last home 
together in Townsend Cottage in Wolverton 
Townsend. What cruelty it was that they 
both, apparently separately, contracted 
cancer of the oesophagus. Or was it some 
evil substances in the water in long-ago 
Decoy Cottage, positioned as it was so 
close to the Aldermaston Atomic Research 
Establishment? Whatever the cruelty, Tony, 
stoic as ever, accepted the inevitably of 
Harriet’s death, preceding his own, as it 
did, by less than three months. 

His best friends will most of all remember 
Tony’s courage in the enormous 
adversities of his last years. Unknown to 
any of us, for we never saw any alcoholic 
misbehaviour, he had developed a severe 
drinking problem, which later rendered him 
with chronic alcoholic neuropathy that so 
crippled his leg movement that he was 
forced, to his chagrin, into a wheelchair. To 
their great credit, his daughter and son, 
Rosanna and Edward, saved him from 
himself, which Tony met with the wonderful 
response, typical of him, of beating the 
scourge of alcohol and remaining quite 
free of it for the last 15 years of his life. It 
was simply a challenge to be met. It was! 
Then, there was cancer of not only the 
oesophagus but also the soft palate, 
leaving him with part paralysis of the 
mouth and, if this was not enough, the 
affliction of distorted hearing, which 
deprived him altogether of the enjoyment 
of music that he once so loved … and yet 
he never complained or displayed any self-
pity. It was again all part of the card that life 
had served him.  

We will always remember Tony for what he 
was: his great pride in Rosanna and 
Edward and in his achieving 
grandchildren, his deep love of Harriet and 
for being such a good friend to so many of 
us for so long. 

David Hacking 

J Ian Mackintosh 
(English) 

Ian Mackintosh was born in 1940. His 
father died in 1945 while serving in the 
British Intelligence in Istanbul, and his 
mother raised the family in Tunbridge Wells. 
She introduced Ian to two of his life-long 
loves: fishing and golf. 

Ian was a high flyer at Tonbridge School, 
both academically and in sports, and he 
was Head of School. He entered Clare as a 
Scholar reading English, following in his 
father’s footsteps in the 1920s. The Master, 
Sir Henry Thirkill, took a great interest in the 
sons of Old Clare men, and several of us 
enjoyed agreeable tea parties with him 
during our time there. As a natural athlete, 
Ian took part in several College teams, but 
golf was his greatest joy. Some of us were 
less assiduous with our studies than we 
should have been, especially in the Easter 
term, where happy afternoons at the ‘Gogs’ 
or Worlington beckoned. 

Ian joined the prestigious merchant bank 
Schroders. A new recruit was expected to 
have independent means to back up a 
small salary. Ian didn’t, and when his boss 
found this out he was appalled and 
doubled his salary on the spot. He later 
joined the American bank White Weld and 
worked in Paris using his excellent French. 
He became an expert on Eurodollars, 
which was an important banking issue at 
the time. There he met and married his 
American wife, Victoria, and they spent 
several hectic years bringing up their four 
children while he worked for a number of 
American banks in Beirut, Athens, Paris, 
New York and London.  

For his later years he chose a house in 
Alresford, to be near the Hampshire rivers, 
where he applied himself assiduously to 
golf and fishing. He was a member of five 
golf clubs and played for his old alumni 
societies, including the enjoyable inter-
collegiate team event in which Clare and 
some Oxford colleges participate. Fishing 
was equally hectic. While in New York he 
joined the Anglers Club and fished the 
Catskill rivers. Back in the UK he kept up 
his links with American anglers, and, in 
addition to expeditions to France, Scotland 
and Wales, he was very active in the 
protection of the local Itchen chalk stream. 

Ian was an unusual, sometimes eccentric, 
person. Endowed with high intellect and 
great charm and enthusiasm, he never 
became a traditional city man, often quietly 
disagreeing with the current latest fashion, 
and not willing or capable of engaging in 
office politics. For this reason, he never 
reached the highest levels of his profession, 
but he more than made up for this by being 
very much respected by his colleagues. He 
was a devoted family man, with a strong 
Christian faith, and with many close friends 
who enjoyed his infectious humour, his 
willingness to engage in serious discussion 
and his ability to understand an opposing 
view. When his health failed, he continued 
to be active mentally. He never lost his love 
of literature, which had been nurtured at 
Clare, with an encyclopaedic memory of 
poetry, some in the German language. Ian 
died on 22 January 2021. 

He is survived by Victoria, his wife of nearly 
51 years, 4 children and 4 granddaughters. 
He will be very much missed. He leaves a 
widow, Lesley, after a marriage of 47 years. 
A concert in his memory was held in the 
Clare College Chapel on 7 November 2021. 

Richard B Pulfrey (History) 

1959 
John W Westley (Mechanical Sciences) 

1961 
David M Churchill (Botany) 

David Churchill was a Senior Assistant in 
Research in the Botany School, 
Cambridge, from 1961 to 1965, when 
Professor Harry Godwin led the 
department before Professor Richard West 
(Fellow).  

Following his Cambridge days, he helped 
to establish the Botany Department at 
Monash University in Victoria, Australia, 
before becoming Director of the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Melbourne, and 
Government Botanist from 1971 to 1991. 
In retirement at Apollo Bay on the South 
Coast, he established an arboretum of 
native and exotic trees, which has become 
a fitting memorial to his rich life. 

1962 
Roger J Ball (Mechanical Sciences) 

Peter G James (Mechanical Sciences) 

1963 
John A Clare (Natural Sciences) 

John Clare died with dementia on 27 March 
2021, aged 76, after a mercifully short 
decline, supported by excellent and kind 
local care. Defeated by COVID-19 in his 
initial wish for body donation, there was a 
simple woodland burial in East Lothian, 
where, although a non-golfer, John had 
lived for many years in the visitor-friendly 
home that he and his wife designed. 

John enjoyed an eclectic career after a 
happy, sometimes indolent, time at Clare: 
starting and abandoning a metallurgy PhD 
at Imperial College after someone else 
solved the problem first, teaching briefly in 
Northern Ireland, the administrative Civil 
Service in the Ministry of Defence and, on 
choosing to move north, the Scottish 
Office; and then, most satisfyingly, 
establishing and running the charitable 
Scottish Historic Buildings Trust, acquiring 
and restoring historically and architecturally 

important buildings as developers of last 
resort. He was probably proudest of the 
rescue of the Boswell family home, 
Auchinleck, in Ayrshire, which is now 
available to all to experience as part of the 
Landmark Trust portfolio. In semi-retirement 
he had huge fun and satisfaction working 
on consumer and disability issues as a 
member of the Rail Passengers Committee 
for Scotland. Many happy days were spent 
on stations and West Highland ferries with 
a clipboard. Leisure was similarly often 
spent on European rail travel. His last 
holiday in 2019 was to his beloved Italian 
Lakes. 

John always maintained a close connection 
with Clare, particularly with the Music 
Department and Choir, and he built up a 
large, related library. He served actively on 
the Alumni Council as 1963 year-group 
representative from 2005 to 2020. His main 
concerns were with undergraduate access 
and support; and, more recently, climate 
emergency planning. A committed 
environmentalist, he sponsored a number 
of screws for the University Eco Racing 
team. A lifetime highlight was the Clare 
alumni tour of Egypt in 2009 led by Toby 
Wilkinson. 

Morris Dickstein (English) 

1964 
Stewart J Cartwright (History) 

James D Dunn (Theology) 

1965 
J Rory Day (English) 

Richard N L Poole (Law) 

Born in Enfield, Richard attended Enfield 
Grammar School from 1956 to 1964. Prior 
to taking up his place at Clare, where he 
initially read History, later changing to Law, 
Richard's gap-year pursuits included a 
period as a relief History teacher and a 
spell working as a hospital porter, before 
spending time travelling in Europe, 
including residing in Spain for some 
months, assisting in the running of a busy 
bar. After graduating, Richard took articles 
and worked in a Tottenham law firm from 
1969 to 1972. He was offered a partnership 
but declined in order to gain more 
experience elsewhere.  

In 1972 Richard was employed by Jack 
Gaster, a tireless campaigner for the 
vulnerable and under-represented, whose 
London firm Gasters in Bedford Row, 
Holborn, was a niche firm specialising in 
conveyancing, probate, trade union, injury 

and employment law and diplomatic 
matters. In 1976 Richard became a partner 
and Head of Domestic and Commercial 
Conveyancing, also dealing with a variety 
of ancillary matters.  

Following the retirement of Jack Gaster and 
some elderly partners in 1990, Richard felt 
it would benefit Gasters to join forces with 
another firm with similar specialist 
expertise, and in 1991 he oversaw the 
amalgamation of Gasters with Simmonds 
Church Smiles, where he remained a 
partner until 1997, subsequently continuing 
with the firm (later Gregory Rowcliffe 
Milners (GRM)) as a consultant and Head 
of the London Property Department until 
his retirement in 2011 due to ill health.  
Richard's loyal clients included the London 
embassies of Cuba and China, particularly 
in conveyancing and trade matters. They, 
together with his many corporate and 
individual clients at home and abroad, held 
him in high regard. 

Richard would be surprised at the many 
personal tributes written after his death by 
former clients. He was remembered 
especially for his conscientiousness and 
lateral thinking in solving challenging legal 
problems, for his kindness, tenacity and, in 
particular, his unfailing sense of humour, 
attributes that remained integral to his 
personality until the end. Notable too were 
the bonds that he forged with his medical 
consultants, who were deeply impressed 
by his courage and fortitude. Throughout 
his cancer Richard never complained. 

Richard was a keen lifelong sportsman, a 
serious soccer and cricket player when 
younger and a devoted follower of 
Tottenham Football Club. Cryptic 
crosswords were a daily pleasure. Other 
pastimes included art, walking and all kinds 
of music, developing later into a particular 
love of opera.  

Among his fond memories of Cambridge 
was a group in which he was closely 
involved, The Pineapple Truck. In May 1967 
The Stage, previewing a forthcoming 
London concert, refers to 'the Pineapple 
Truck, the group from Cambridge with the 
highest IQ in pop'.  

Richard died at home on 16 September 
2020, shortly after his 74th birthday, 
following a long and painful illness. He is 
survived by his widow, Jane, and his 
brother, James, an alumnus of Trinity 
College Cambridge.  

Charles W C Spooner 
(Architecture & Fine Art) 
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1966 
Martin Cohen (Mathematics) 

Martin Cohen, a native of Manchester, 
England, and a pioneer in infrared 
astronomy and studies of pre-main-
sequence stars, passed away on 7 March 
2020 with a rare form of Alzheimer’s disease. 

He was born in 1950. His interest in 
astronomy was kindled in Manchester 
Grammar School and strengthened in 
high school, both institutions having small 
telescopes that Martin was allowed to use 
and restore to working order. This early 
interest led him to a personal quest for 
ever-bigger and more sophisticated 
telescopes in pursuit of his career in 
astronomy. That journey was described in 
detail in his book In Quest of Telescopes, 
published in 1979, and continued to the 
present day as he made use of the Kuiper 
Airborne Observatory, the Hubble and 
Spitzer Space Telescopes. 

Martin was a summer student at the Royal 
Greenwich Observatory in 1968 and earned 
his undergraduate degree in Mathematics 
from the University of Cambridge in 1969. 
He became interested in the new field of 
infrared astronomy and was one of three 
British students sent to the University of 
Minnesota to pursue their graduate studies. 
He helped to build the 60-inch metal mirror 
infrared telescope at Mt Lemmon and 
received his PhD in 1975 observing the 
spectral energy distributions of pre-main-
sequence stars. The study of young stars 
fascinated him for most of his life and led to 
the publication of another book in 1988, In 

Darkness Born – The Story of Star 

Formation. It was a subject that he loved to 
talk about and was the focus of many of his 
lectures popularising astronomy. 

After his graduate degree, Martin 
embarked upon a long-time association 
with the University of California at Berkeley 
and NASA Ames. I was fortunate to work 
with him for several years, using the 
Wampler Scanner at Lick Observatory, 
combined with his infrared observations, 
to undertake a massive study of the 
properties of ~500 pre-main-sequence
stars, resulting in the HR diagrams for the 
Taurus–Auriga complex, Orion, NGC 2264, 
NGC 7000/IC 5070, and the Rho Ophiuchi 
association. His dedication to hard work 
and his enthusiasm for research were 
inspiring. We would observe all night and 
he would search for additional objects on 
the Palomar sky survey prints during the 
day. He was indefatigable – something 
that his collaborators will attest to. 

Martin continued his infrared observations, 
which extended to ever-longer 
wavelengths as the instrumentation 
improved. Many papers were published 
dealing with T Tauri stars, Herbig Haro 

objects, bipolar nebulae, bipolar flows, 
jets, carbon stars, planetary nebulae, Wolf 
Rayet stars, cometary nebulae and other 
objects of interest that were detected by 
AFCRL rocket infrared observations and 
later IRAS observations. His infrared work 
on T Tauri stars detected ice around HL 
Tauri and eventually led to the conclusion 
that around one-third of T Tauri stars had 
circumstellar dust disks. His prolific 
research laid the groundwork for our 
understanding of the nature of very young 
stars and their early evolution. In later 
years he devoted his energies to the 
problem of absolute calibration at infrared 
wavelengths, and he published a series of 
highly cited papers on the subject. 

Len Kuhi 

1967 
James Q Jamison 

Donald E Moggridge (Economics, 
Fellow 1971–81) 

Ronald V Singer (Medicine) 

Ron Slinger, who was born in 1948, came 
up from East London to study Medicine at 
Clare. His questioning nature and 
challenging views were evident during the 
many hours we had to spend in the 
dissecting room. He was a keen jazz 
trumpeter and produced a great medical 
student review. After Clare, he went on to 
King’s College for his clinical studies and 
started work in the Hackney Hospital in 
1973. Two years later he was involved in 
organising the junior doctor's strike, which 
affected all of us of that vintage, in pursuit of 
shortening the then-common working week 
of 80–120 hours. He trained as a general 
practitioner and joined a practice in 
Edmonton in North London, where he 
stayed for over 25 years and was a popular 
colleague and respected teacher.  

Ron was a socialist, and throughout his 
professional life and in retirement he was an 
ardent trade unionist. He chaired the 
Medical Practitioner's Union (later Doctors 
in Unite) and was a member of the GP's 
committee of the BMA. He wrote, spoke 
and organised on behalf of the NHS at local 
and national levels and argued consistently 
and loudly against the creeping privatisation 
of the NHS. He was particularly angered, as 
were many others, by the 2012 Health and 
Social Care Act, introduced without prior 
consultation by the then Secretary of State 
for Health, Andrew Lansley, and he 
achieved a degree of notoriety by trying to 
confront the politician in person. Ron died 
of a heart attack in May 2020.

Professor Graham Venables 
Dr John Beesley 

David A Wilson (Engineering) 

1968 
James I Miklovich (History) 

1970 
David Randall (History) 

1972 
Andrew Greenwood (Music) 

1973 
John B Graham (Linguistics) 

Janet E Hislop  (Medical Sciences) 

Christine B Marenah (Medical 
Sciences) 

1976 
David R Brennan (Economics) 

1981 
Claire Y Craddock de Burbure de 
Wesembeek (Medicine) 

M Anne Sixsmith (English) 

Anne Sixsmith (née Russill) was born in 
1962, in the tiny Catholic village of 
Wardour, close to the Wiltshire and Dorset 
border. She was a country girl and she was 
always a Dorset girl. 

Anne came up to Cambridge in 1981 to 
read English. She always loved books, and 
books about books. She loved Austen, 
and Eliot, and Gaskell, and Eliot. She had 
a great time at Clare; despite various inner 
challenges, these were perhaps the 
happiest years of her life. 

After Cambridge, we moved to Bath and 
got married. We have three children. Anne 
was a wonderful wife and a fabulous mum. 
She struggled to find a career that worked 
for her but eventually discovered teaching 
English as a foreign language. This she 
loved joyously. It combined all the things 
that she was passionate about: language, 
education and people. Especially people. 
Often Anne would look at the careers of 
others and regret a little that she had not 
become an academic, or written a book, or 
run a charity. But after her death in 2021 I 
had so many messages from people who 
said how much she had cared for them, 
how much she had influenced them, how 
much she had changed them. 

Anne was fiercely determined all of her 
adult life to follow Jesus, in whatever way 
made sense. I think she achieved this, and 
I am proud of her.  

1986 
Elizabeth A Marley (Modern & Medieval 
Languages) 

1990 
Vicki A Burneikis (Medicine) 

2007 
Phoebe G Taylor   
(Modern & Medieval Languages) 

On 28 February 2021 we were forced to 
say goodbye to our beautiful friend and 
fellow Clare-ite, Phoebe Taylor, who took 
her own life in the midst of the coronavirus 
pandemic. While not a direct victim of that 
horrible illness, I suspect she will be in 
many of our thoughts when we think back 
to the events of 2020 and 2021. 

Phoebe matriculated in 2007. A 
passionate and enviably talented linguist, 
she studied French and Spanish, 
graduating with a First in 2011 and the 
Mallinson Prize for Modern Language. 
Phoebe spent her Year Abroad in 
Salamanca, Spain, sharing stories with 
friends back home and across the globe 
via her brilliant ‘Purple Spain’ blog. For 
one with a self-professed near-native 
fluency in Spanglish, it is a fitting tribute 
that in future there will be an additional 
prize for Spanish and Portuguese 
translation across the University in her 
name. Her family are further honouring her 
memory with the creation of a bursary to 
assist Clare MML students financially 
during their Year Abroad, and publication 
of her translations of a number of Mario 
Benedetti poems, which she completed as 
her Year Abroad Project. 

Following University, Phoebe took jobs in 
publishing and the charity sector, 
preferring to move between organisations 
and projects than pursue a career in a 
single sector. Highlights included working 
with lifelong favourite actor David Tennant 
and correcting some long-running 
mistakes in the Hitchhiker’s Guide to the 

Galaxy ahead of publication of the 
anniversary edition. 

However, it is as our petite, purple-haired, 
klezmer-bopping, sci-fi-loving, tea-drinking 
friend that many of us will remember 
Phoebe. From the outset of her time in 
Clare, it became clear that she was one of 
those abundantly popular people, not 
because she was ‘cool’ (whatever that 
means), but because you just wanted to 
be near her. Being with Phoebe was like 

being warmed by the gentle rays of an 
effervescent, caring and witty sun. In the 
weeks following her death Clare friends 
shared countless accounts of Phoebe’s 
many kindnesses and her innate ability to 
be still, listen and be there for someone. 
So many of us benefited from, or indeed 
were saved by, that light and warmth, 
sometimes during the darkest of times.  
  Her father described her as a star, whose 
luminosity and gravitational field were 
disproportionately high for one so small. 
The words from a song from the musical 
Wicked, which a group of us went to see at 
the end of our second year, are the ones 
that I keep returning to. 

‘Like a comet pulled from orbit 
As it passes the sun 
Like a stream that meets a boulder 
Halfway through the wood 
… because I knew you 
I have been changed for good.’ 

And I do believe I have been changed for 
the better. You can read stories and donate 
to Phoebe’s family’s chosen charities at 
phoebetaylor.muchloved.com. 

Ellie Bates (née Laverty) 2007–11 

2010 
Rachael C Ward  
(Medical and Veterinary Sciences) 

Rachael Ward (née Darlison) was born in 
Haywards Heath in 1992. Her family 
moved to Winchester in 1997 and she 
went up to Clare to study Medicine in 
2010. Full of energy and joy, Rachael was 
not only a diligent medical student but also 
a member of the College Choir and Fisher 
House, Catholic Chaplaincy to the 
University, where she was Co-Chair of the 
Fisher Society in 2011–12. At Fisher 
House, Rachael met Matthew, a PhD 
student in Music, and they married soon 
after her graduation in 2013. Rachael 
made her clinical studies at Imperial 
College, from which she graduated in 2017 
with Distinction, five days after the birth of 
her second child. Her three children were 
born in 2015, 2017 and 2020, and Rachael 
took substantial maternity leave out of her 
training to spend time with them. After her 
qualification the family moved to Mayfield, 
East Sussex, and here Rachael began 
Foundation Year training in the East 
Sussex Healthcare Trust. Rachael was 
coming to the end of maternity leave and 
preparing to begin Foundation Year 2 on 7 
April 2021 when she died of natural causes 
in her sleep on 6 April.  

With Clare College Choir Rachael made 
several recordings and toured to France, 
the Netherlands and Australia. On their 
honeymoon in 2013, Rachael and Matthew 
joined the Choir to sing Handel in Bruges, 

and in 2014 Rachael also joined the tour to 
Malta. A highlight of her career with the 
Choir was singing The Dream of Gerontius 
in the Royal Festival Hall under Sir Mark 
Elder in 2013. The Angel’s Farewell from 
Gerontius was played at Rachael’s 
memorial vigil, where the Choir was 
composed of close friends from her time  
at Clare. The College Choir sang evensong 
in her memory on 18 May 2021, 
performing an anthem written by her 
husband. Rachael continued to sing often 
during her time as a busy doctor and 
mother, and two days before she died 
gave the aria I know that my Redeemer 
liveth at Easter Sunday Mass.  

Rachael’s Catholic faith informed every 
aspect of her life. She was a member of 
the Catholic Medical Association and was 
passionately pro-life. Rachael believed 
strongly in the importance of good 
palliative care and had an ambition to work 
as a doctor in the hospice movement when 
fully registered. In the weeks before her 
death she was preparing to give an online 
course for junior doctors on the essentials 
of palliative care medicine. Her attitude to 
life was one of self-giving, both in her 
family life and in her work as a doctor. 
Many of her family and friends benefited 
from her skills as a seamstress and crafter 
of useful objects and toys, inspired by her 
love of beauty, faith and generosity. 
Rachael’s Requiem was offered at  
St Peter’s Church in Winchester on 28 
April, the feast day of her favourite saint,  
St Gianna Beretta Molla, also a doctor 
and mother, and she is buried in the 
churchyard of St Dunstan’s Church, 
Mayfield. 

Alumni are invited to submit 
obituaries under 500 words 
to editor@clare.cam.ac.uk.  
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As the world learns to live in and adapt to the ‘new normal’, we have continued 
to work hard in order to bring our events programme to the homes of our alumni 
and their friends, returning this year with Digital Gala Week 2021.

From the impact of aviation on our 
climate, to learning how to care for 
our minds through the act of 
mindfulness, we were very fortunate 
to be joined by Fellows, alumni, staff 
and students, who once again gave 
us some insightful talks and exciting 
workshops. 

Among them, alumnus Damian Platt 
(2011) discussed the impact of 
organised crime on the rule of law, 
politics and democracy in Brazil; 
Hannelore Baxter from the Fitzwilliam 
Museum hosted a workshop on using 
our sense of touch to create artwork; 
and alumna Clare Tooley (1989) gave 

us an online road trip to see the 
vineyards of California.  

Thank you to everyone who helped to 
make Digital Gala Week a great 
success. We are so pleased that we 
were able to bring a piece of Clare to 
you during these challenging times. 

Alumna Jean Hanff Korelitz (1983), author  
of The Plot and You Should Have Known 
(adapted for HBO as The Undoing)

Clare PhD candidate Antonia Weberling  
showed us the boxwood engravings she has been 
working on in a fascinating collaboration with 
Professor Howard Griffiths, Fellow and DoS in 
Plant Sciences

Clare Fellow Dr Patricia Fara, historian of science

Former CRA Adam Durant, CEO  
of Cambridge-based SATAVIA

Alumna Cordelia Williams (2006) gave a beautiful piano recital

If you would like to catch up on any of the talks 
or workshops from Digital Gala Week, you can 
do so via the event webpage: 

stories.clare.cam.ac.uk/digital-gala-week-21
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Years in the making, forged in the 
fiery crucible of adversity, the Staff & 
Fellows v Students cricket match had 
finally arrived. Readers familiar with 
the shorter form of the game, or 
giddy with the narcotic thrill of this 
summer’s Hundred competition, may 
already be picturing the scene. 
Eleven players, strapping, beefy, 
bronzed, the batsmen larrumping ball 
after ball to the boundary, the bowlers 
sending down exocets of such 
menace and pace that the stumps 
were melted on impact. It’s actually a 
pretty accurate description… but of 
the students’ team, not ours.  

The Staff & Fellows XI lost, and we 
lost heavily. So heavily that the 
student captain kindly added a ‘1’ to 
the scorecard pictured. Yes, the 
students batted first and scored 201 
in 20 overs; we batted second and 
scored 72. Come to think of it, we 
didn’t lose 6 wickets either – I think by 
the end it was either 13 or 14 (some 
of our top-order players were invited 
back to bat again and then were 
promptly out a second time).  

What we lacked in skill, though, we 
made up for in sledging, unfurling a 
host of pithy remarks subtly crafted to 
undermine the overwhelming 

confidence of our opponents. 
‘Ooooh, they’ll be worried only 
scoring 200 on this wicket’, chirped 
one of our fielders devastatingly 
(though, since we were all spread out 
around the boundary rope by this 
point, it’s possible neither of their 
batsman heard). ‘Setting the 
foundation, seeing the shine off the 
ball!’ was the cry of our opening 
batsmen, as we began our massive 
run chase by losing early wickets and 
scoring hardly any runs.  

Our bowlers had got off to a pretty 
good start. Tim ‘Chesty’ Chesters and 
Jay ‘Lewis’ Carroll, the Clare 

Last word
A downpour had torpedoed the first one.  
A pandemic had put paid to the second.  
But nothing could stop the third. 

equivalent of Thommo & Lillee, or 
Broad & Anderson, cranked up the 
pace, whistling past the outside edge 
on several occasions. Ian ‘Buzza’ 
Burrows then came to the party, 
finding some lovely flight and dip with 
his right-arm tweakers. David 
Chambers kept the batsmen 
guessing. But it was the Catering 
Manager’s bowl that got everyone 
talking. Coming in off a short run, with 
a gentle action, Lee ‘Corky’ Corke 
served up a veritable feast of spin 
bowling, cleverly luring their opening 
batsman into exhausting himself by 
hitting so many boundaries. Lee was 
also responsible for the other 
highlight of the afternoon: the 
delicious afternoon tea that we 
enjoyed between innings, complete 
with sandwiches, cakes, and 
strawberries and cream.  

Perhaps weighed down by this fine 
repast, our top order didn’t manage 
to stay around very long when it was 
our turn to bat. Chesty was out first 
ball to a snorter. Buzza was soon 
cleaned up. Corky clattered a few, but 
his smouldering wick was all too 
quickly snuffed out. Heroic resistance 
was then offered by Andrew Friend 
(silky, commanding), Bill Harris 
(surprisingly agile) and Allison Lewis 
(doughty in defence). But perhaps 
the most inspiring moment came at 
the end. Our umpire for the day, 
former College President John 
Robertson, was coaxed into putting 
on his pads to defend the honour of 
our foundress. Robertson proceeded 
to caress a series of exquisite cover 
drives, with all the breezy 
nonchalance of the Man from Del 
Monte plucking a plum, and ensured 

that our team’s score rocketed 
through the 60s.  

Given the result, it may sound rather 
convenient for me to conclude by 
saying that the score is, ultimately, 
less important than the spirit in which 
the game was played. But, on this 
occasion at least, it’s most certainly 
true. It’s been a tough year, and the 
chance to play a team game, on a 
beautiful day, with wonderful 
camaraderie throughout, and with joy 
and fun and food, felt amazing. I’m 
tremendously grateful to all the staff, 
Fellows and students who took part. 
And who knows? Next year, it might 
even be close.  

MARK SMITH,  
Dean, Captain of the Staff  
& Fellows XI

Mark (left), with Jake Ballin (2018), Captain of the Students XI
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