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FELLOW | Peter F Knewstubb   
 
‘Mr Brown, Peter Knewstubb won’t be at 
the concert tonight.’ So it was that I learnt 
from a porter, the day of our then annual 
Senate House concert, way back in the 
eighties, of Peter’s catastrophic car 
accident. Driving a camper van, without 
the protection of a front engine and 
bonnet, Peter collided head-on with a car 
coming over a bridge on the wrong side of 
the road. Having, seemingly, broken all the 
bones in his body that there were to break, 
he was in Addenbrooke’s for months, and I 
have never forgotten the sight of him in 
traction, both arms and legs incapacitated. 
 
Peter never complained, or certainly not in 
public, not then or in the long months of 
convalescence while he got used to 
regaining his mobility (one leg being 
considerably shorter than the other and 
requiring special footwear) and while 
dealing with the inevitable and drawn-out 
legal stuff. 
 
Peter was the first Clare Fellow I met, when 
in 1979 he emerged from the basses of the 
Cambridge Philharmonic, which I 
conducted at the time, to suggest that I 
might like to apply for the newly created 
post of Director of Music at Clare College. 
And so it was that we became colleagues. 
In the years following, I got to know Peter, 
Alice and their two children, Margery and 
Wilfrid, and came to appreciate greatly the 
family’s support of Clare music. Though 
Methodists and congregants of Wesley 
Methodist Church, they were always avid 
supporters of our Chapel and the Choir. 
That’s why it is so fitting that we should be 
remembering Peter at this service of 
Evensong. I am grateful to the Dean for 
inviting me to pay this short tribute as part 
of it. 
 
I can imagine Peter was one of those 
teachers remembered by their students 
long after graduation. Never one to show 

off his own academic success, never 
confrontational, always encouraging and 
pleased by his students’ progress and 
achievements: that was Peter all through. 
For as long as I knew him, it was never 
about himself; it was always about the 
other person. 
 
As a devout Christian, he will have known 
the parable in Luke about the faithful 
servant and the verse that runs: From 
everyone who has been given much, much 
will be demanded; and from the one who 
has been entrusted with much, more will 
be asked. Peter was not one to take his 
Clare Fellowship for granted: with 
privileges and perks came responsibilities, 
and Peter was pleased to fulfil them. 
 
He took those responsibilities very 
seriously, serving as Secretary of the 
Governing Body for many years, a job 
requiring an eye for detail, tact and 
efficiency. Those skills he had in profusion 
were demonstrated again as Editor of the 
Clare Association Annual. This constitutes 
a vital record of the College’s activities year 
by year. In some ways it was a thankless 
job, as it involved chasing many 
contributors for copy that was invariably 
promised by a date that came and then 
went. Peter’s reminders were never 
chastising, but there was something about 
them that made you want to comply with a 
certain alacrity. As William Foster has 
observed, he was polite but firm. Peter 
could pull that off. 
 
Other College tasks took him well into 
retirement. One was to build up a 
collection of Fellows’ photographs. With 
camera slung around his neck, he would 
buttonhole new Fellows and unobtrusively 
photograph them as soon after their 
Admission as possible. This collection of 
photographs, stretching back many years, 
and predating mobile phone apps, 
represents an invaluable College archive. 
And they are not mere snaps: Peter was  
a good photographer. For many years,  
he also looked after the College’s valuable 
collection of silver, as the College Auditor 
of Plate. The collection is extensive and 
valuable, and the annual display, which 
involved much security, took a lot of 
detailed organisation. As with everything 
that Peter undertook, it was discharged 
efficiently, calmy and with no fuss. By the 
way, when in due course the plate, which 
includes some rare and extremely precious 
objects, is again on annual display in the 
Dining Hall, it will be well worth getting  
to see. 

To end these brief words, I can do no 
better than to quote once again from 
William Foster’s tribute at Peter’s funeral: 
‘Peter was unflashy; he did not live life in 
the fast lane. Sartorially, he seemed to 
have plateaued at some point in the early 
1960s. He could have been an extra in 
episodes of Grantchester without the 
necessity of altering the tiniest detail of his 
costume. And I think we loved him for that. 
He was possessed of an almost heroic 
degree of equanimity. He is just about the 
only person I have known who obeyed 
Kipling’s injunction that when meeting with 
triumph and disaster, “we should treat 
these two impostors just the same”. If you 
had had a hard day dealing with 
disputatious students or colleagues with 
big egos, Peter was the ideal dining 
companion. He would not intrude, or 
expect to be entertained, or attempt to 
crush you with anecdotes, but he would 
pay attention and listen to you if you did 
have anything to say.’ 
 
Out of the University come great 
academics, famous personalities and not a 
few egos – and sometimes good people, 
caring, generous with their time, humble 
and a 100 per cent authentic. Peter was 
one such, a good person, someone it was 
a privilege to have encountered at Clare. 
 
Tim Brown, 3 March 2022 
 

 
FELLOW | Jonathan D Spence  
 
Professor Spence (Honorary Fellow, 2006), 
who died on 25 December 2021 at the age 
of 85, was the greatest historian of China 
of his generation. As a legendary lecturer 
at Yale for almost half a century, he taught 
countless undergraduates about China. 
The National Endowment for the 
Humanities credited him with reaching 
more American readers of Chinese history 
than any other writer. He combined 
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popular impact while remaining at the 
forefront of scholarly rigour and influence. 
His detailed scholarship inspired a new 
generation of historians. His 1989 The 
Search for Modern China became the 
standard text on modern China and a New 
York Times bestseller. It was required 
reading across the world for any aspiring 
graduate student. He won the highest 
honours that academia could bestow: a 
Macarthur ‘Genius Grant’, presidency of 
the American Historical Association, 
honorary degrees from Oxford and 
Cambridge, a CMG in the 2001 Birthday 
Honours List and Reith lecturer in 2008. In 
2010 he gave the annual Jefferson Lecture 
at the Library of Congress, the most 
prestigious recognition given by the United 
States government for achievements in the 
humanities. Rana Mitter, Professor of the 
History and Politics of Modern China, told 
me how Jonathan Spence had crucially 
influenced him: ‘When I was still in school, 
aged 17, I became fascinated by the idea 
of studying Chinese, and China. The first 
history book on the country that I bought 
was The Gate of Heavenly Peace, 
Spence's sweeping account of the Chinese 
revolution in the 20th century. I was lucky – 
the book was an inspiration. And I still have 
my battered schoolboy copy at hand, on 
my bookshelf, today.’ 
 
Educated at Winchester College, Jonathan 
did 2 years of National Service, before 
coming to Clare in 1956 to read History. He 
recalled his time at Cambridge as 
‘magical’, ‘exciting and reckless’. He 
became Co-Editor of Granta and Editor of 
Varsity. His ambitions were to become a 
novelist, but he later recalled that he came 
to realise he had ‘nothing to say’ and 
turned to writing parodies, a form he had 
mastered at Winchester. When he 
graduated in History in 1959 and took up a 
Mellon Fellowship at Yale, he was still 
unclear about the sort of career he wanted 
to pursue.  
 
However, in Yale he took a course In 
Chinese history with Mary Clabaugh 
Wright, who had just arrived at Yale from 
Stanford. Wright had been one of the 
brightest students of Harvard professor 
John Kenneth Fairbank, the intellectual 
godfather of modern Chinese studies in 
the United States.  Inspired by her course, 
Jonathan became a graduate student in 
Chinese history and she arranged for him 
to work in Australia with one of the 
authorities on the history of the Manchu 
dynasty. Under his guidance, Jonathan 
became the first western scholar to make 
use of the Qing dynasty secret material 
collected in Taiwan. His prize-winning PhD 
was published in 1965: ‘Ts’ao Yin and the 
K’anghsi Emperor: Bondeservant and 
Master’. The work encapsulated the virtues 
that characterised his many books: a 

mastery of difficult sources, many 
previously unused, the ability to write 
dramatic narrative, and an eye for the 
telling detail that could be built into a 
compelling broad analysis.  
 
His brilliant story-telling was at the core of 
his wildly popular lecture courses at Yale. A 
Princeton professor recalled that Spence 
‘with a single sheet of hand-scribbled 
notes … could hold an audience of 400 to 
500 students rapt with attention. He 
seemed to spin gold out of thin air. I don’t 
believe he ever gave the same lecture 
twice.’ One Yale alumnus reported than in 
his year attending the lecture course, the 
students gave Spence a standing ovation 
after each lecture, which may have been a 
unique occurrence at any major university. 
 
Roel Sterckx, Fellow of Clare and current 
Joseph Needham Professor of Chinese 
History, Science and Civilization, vividly 
captures how all of Jonathan’s skills 
memorably came together in his books: 
‘Spence was a master narrator and story-
teller. Even when you were at some 
remove from the periods he wrote about, 
mostly early modern and late imperial 
China, you would still pick up his books; 
he could write for non-initiated readers like 
very few other China historians could and 
without compromising or unnecessarily 
simplifying the source-based research that 
was behind his analysis. Whether he wrote 
about the Jesuit father Matteo Ricci’s 
mission to China, or about revolutionary 
movements in the late Qing and early 20th 
century, he had a knack for turning a stale 
preface in a dynastic historical record or a 
dormant archive into fodder for a gripping 
story. Many of us devoured them like 
detective novels.’ 
 
The combination of detailed scholarship 
and wide appeal reached its zenith 
perhaps in The Search for Modern China, 
which was published shortly after the 
Tiananmen Square massacre. As 
Americans sought to make sense of the 
brutal put-down of the democracy 
movement, Jonathan’s book told us all that 
the key understanding of China’s past lay 
in the clear-sighted analysis of its past, and 
not in contemporary political myths. Never 
has that perspective been needed more 
than now. 
 
Tony Badger 
 
 
1942 
David Galliford SBStJ (Theology)  
 
The Right Reverend David George 
Galliford, born in 1925, arrived at Clare 
College to study English and Music in 
1942, having won an open Organ 
Scholarship. He had been playing the 

organ from a young age, having had 
lessons from the Assistant Organist at 
Ripon Cathedral. It was while David was 
sitting in Ripon Cathedral on Michaelmas 
Day 1939 that the beginning of God’s call 
was heard. This call was intensified in 
David’s first year at Clare, when he took all 
responsibility for the Chapel music. 
 
David’s studies were interrupted when he 
was called up to fight in the war, but he 
continued to consider and test his call to 
the ministry. Archbishop Garbutt, whom he 
met at Church House in Preetz, North 
Germany, after the war, encouraged him to 
go to a selection conference for the 
ministry and to come to his diocese if 
accepted. Thus, David found himself 
returning to Clare in 1947, not to finish his 
English BA and BMus, but to read 
Theology, supervised by Charlie Moule, 
the Dean. 
 
After training at Westcott House, David was 
ordained in 1951 and served his first 
curacy at St John, Newland, in Hull, where 
he married his first wife, Enid. After their 
wedding, they moved to Windsor Castle, 
where David worked as a Minor Canon in 
St George’s Chapel and as Curate at Eton. 
He was tasked with integrating East 
Enders who had been bombed out of 
London into the village of Eton Wick. David 
and Enid’s only child, Clare, was born in 
Windsor in 1956.  
 
In 1957 David moved to the inner-city 
parish of Grove Hill, Middlesbrough, and 
from thence, in 1960, to the idyllic, rural 
parish of Bolton Percy with Colton, 10 
miles from York. During his 10 years there, 
he worked as Family Welfare Officer for the 
diocese and as Diocesan Training Officer. 
In 1970 Archbishop Coggan took him to 
lunch at a restaurant in the shadow of York 
Minster and asked David if he would attend 
to the finances of ‘the little church over the 
road’. David assumed he was referring to 
St Michael-le-Belfrey next door but said he 
knew nothing about money.  
 
‘You soon will!’ laughed the Archbishop, 
who gave him the remit of raising £2 
million to save the Central Tower of York 
Minster as its Canon Treasurer. Completing 
the project in 1975, David moved to the 
Manchester diocese to be Bishop of 
Hulme, and then in 1984 he was 
consecrated the inaugural Bishop of 
Bolton. While there, Enid died suddenly, 
but 2 years later he met and married 
Claire, the third Clare of his life!  
 
Retiring from the diocese in 1991, David 
and Claire moved to Thornton-le-dale, 
where David continued to work as 
Assistant Bishop in the York diocese. He 
also served as Grand Chaplain of the 
United Grand Lodge of England from 1990 
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to 1993. Relocating closer to family in York, 
the couple moved to Wigginton and from 
there to a care home in Fulford. David still 
refused to hang up the dog collar, and at 
the age of 95, until the pandemic, he 
regularly took services at the care home’s 
chapel and preached sermons of 
encouragement to his largely housebound 
congregation. To commemorate his 70 
years in the ministry in 2021, a collection of 
these sermons was printed on an Internet 
resource site: www.faithandworship.com. 
Claire died in 2020 and David himself 
passed to fuller life on 13 October 2021, 
leaving a daughter, two stepdaughters, five 
grandchildren and two great-
granddaughters – and a legacy of love, 
service and blessing. 
 
 
John M Peake CBE (Mechanical Sciences) 
 
John Peake CBE was born in Cambridge 
in 1924 and died in March 2022 after a 
short illness. He won a scholarship to 
Repton, where he excelled both 
academically and at sport. He went up to 
Clare in 1942 for the 2 years allowed in 
wartime and gained Blues in hockey, 
squash and tennis. He often spoke about 
how the rooms he had in College on the 
first floor were the easiest ones to climb 
into after hours and that he and Tom 
Stanton, a friend from Repton he shared 
the rooms with, collected money for charity 
from those who did this!  
 
As he was reading Engineering, he was 
allowed to go to university rather than be 
called up, but he was bound by committee 
to determine what he did after he left. He 
joined the Royal Corps of Naval 
Constructors, qualified as a naval architect 
and continued to play the same three 
sports. The pinnacle of his sporting career 
was to play hockey for Great Britain in the 
1948 Olympics and win a silver medal.   
He left the Navy after 6 years to pursue a 
career in business and worked for Baker 
Perkins for 36 years, based in 
Peterborough. Ultimately, he became 
Managing Director, and later Chairman, 
and was awarded a CBE for Services to 
Industry in 1986. During the 1970s he 
spent 4.5 years as Managing Director of 
the Australian subsidiary and 2.5 years as 
President of the American one. 
 
He retired from Baker Perkins in 1987 and 
was either Chairman or a member of more 
than twenty national and local boards and 
committees, including the CBI, the Manpower 
Services Commission, the RSA examinations 
board and some local ones, including the 
Nene Park Trust and the Peterborough 
Partnership. He was very active in the local 
branch of the Royal British Legion.  
 
John was in demand in the run-up to, and 
during, the 2012 Olympics. He was a torch 

bearer in Peterborough and invited to be 
part of the Opening Ceremony together 
with other former medal winners.  
 
While John was at Clare he met Elizabeth 
Rought, who was at Newnham and also 
gained Blues in hockey, squash and 
tennis. They married in 1953 and had a 
daughter, Catharine, in 1954 and a son, 
Christopher, in 1956. John and Elizabeth 
celebrated 65 years of happy marriage just 
a few weeks before she died in 2018.  
 
They lived in a village outside 
Peterborough for over 40 years until their 
final move to a flat next door to a care 
home in South West London. John asked 
to go to Cambridge for his 95th birthday in 
August 2019 and had a wonderful tour of, 
and lovely lunch at Clare College followed 
by time on the river in one of Clare’s punts, 
ably punted by Christopher, who was at St 
Catharine’s, as was John’s granddaughter, 
Melanie Madgin.   
 
Catharine Madgin (daughter) 
 
 
1944 
Roland S Brealy (Estate Management) 
 
 
Peter C Steel MBE (Natural Sciences) 
 
 
1945 
Roger B Hyde (Mechanical Sciences) 
 
 
1947 
Mervyn Paterson (Physics) 
 
Mervyn Silas Paterson, 1925 – 2020 
Mervyn arrived at Clare College in March 
1947, after a four and a half week sea 
voyage from Australia, to study for a Phd 
under Egon Orowan at the Cavendish 
Laboratory. His degree was conferred in 
June 1949. 
 
In 1953 Mervyn joined the fledgling 
Department of Geophysics at the Australia 
National University, where he remained for 
the rest of his working life, retaining a room 
at the university well into his 90’s. His long 
and successful career at the ANU was 
founded on his flair for the design and 
development of innovative equipment, 
constructed in house, for the experimental 
deformation of geological materials under 
conditions of high pressure and high 
temperature. By the time of his ‘retirement’ 
in 1990 his internally heated high-pressure 
apparatus for experimental rock 
deformation had become an instrument of 
choice for experimental studies of rock 
deformation so he set up a company, 
Paterson Instruments, and for the next 20 
years supplied this apparatus to 
laboratories across the world. 

In recognition of his research 
achievements, he was elected a fellow of 
the Australian Academy of Science, the 
Mineralogical Society of America and the 
American Geological Union (AGU). In 2004 
he was awarded the AGU’s life-time 
achievement Walter H Bucher Medal in 
recognition of his original contributions to 
the basic knowledge of the crust and 
lithosphere. 
 
He had a wonderfully rich and enjoyable 
life. Not long before he died, he said what 
a wonderful opportunity Cambridge had 
been for him. On asking why, he replied 
“the singing, the culture”. For someone 
who grew up in outback Australia it was a 
very formative experience. 
 
 
1948 
Robert H Essenhigh (Natural Sciences) 
 
In a life spanning 92 years Professor 
Essenhigh devoted himself to family, 
students and research, all while retaining a 
wry sense of irony about the quirks of 
technology. He accumulated a treasure 
trove of anecdotes. The earliest occurred 
when he was five and was told to sit quietly 
while a ‘telephone’ was being installed in 
his home. He saw at least three people 
working on the mysterious contraption in a 
flurry of dust and gathered from them that 
it was a technological marvel, realising 
then and there that, dust or no dust, it 
reflected well on the family.  
 
Robert was born on 29 April 1928 to 
Reginald Clare and Helen Hogg 
Essenhigh. Though in school at Repton he 
showed an affinity for science, his interest 
grew wider, particularly with WWII looming 
large. As soon as academic requirements 
were met, he joined the British Artillery. He 
did not see active combat but was 
introduced to calculations of trajectories of 
shells fired from canons developed by 
Professor Pippard. To his surprise, his tutor 
at Clare turned out to be the very man who 
was responsible for the calculations. That 
experience helped him to fit in with the 
older, battle-hardened students returning 
to university from the war. He often cited 
their determination and courage, and that 
of his father, who lost a leg in WWI, as his 
inspiration for integrity, both in scientific 
research and in his personal relationships, 
as well as for the breath of his 
perspectives. He graduated from Clare 
with a degree in Natural Sciences.  
    
Robert held a range of positions during his 
career, from the practical to the theoretical, 
from dust explosions to combustion, first in 
England and then in the United States at 
Pennsylvania State University as Professor 
of Fuel Science and at Ohio State 
University as EG Baily Professor of Energy 
Conversion. On global warming, he 
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adopted a cyclical theory that ran contrary 
to the prevailing opinions. He oversaw over 
fifty PhD and MS students and hosted 
scientists from the world over. He also 
applied his knowledge of combustion to 
descriptions of kilns and fires of the 
Neolithic era. He was most proud of his 
early accomplishments: Electricity 
Authority Research Fellow at the University 
of Sheffield, Bone-Wheeler Medal and 
NIFES Prize of the Institute of Fuel. 
Somehow, he found time to fly a sail-plane 
and to teach his young daughters to sail a 
‘sun-fish’ in the Peconic Bay in Long 
Island.  
 
By the time Robert died, on 7 August 2020, 
the telephone still played a crucial role in 
his life, though it had devolved to the 
status of a mere ubiquitous gadget: he 
fetched it from his pocket to say good-bye 
to his older daughter by ‘Zoom’ because 
she was not allowed to be with him during 
the pandemic. He is survived by the 
people he loved most, daughters, Katie 
and Inka Essenhigh, wife, Anna Kobrynska, 
son-in-law, Stephen Mumford, and grandson, 
Kaspar Mumford. He will be missed. 
 
 
Dennis A Evans  
 
 
Alan C Johansson (Natural Sciences) 
 
Dr Alan Johansson was born in Sheffield in 
1930, the only child of Algot, a Swedish-
born sports physiotherapist, and his wife 
Elsie. He was immensely proud of his 
Swedish heritage and maintained contact 
with his father’s family and friends in 
Sweden until his death. 
 
Alan was educated at King Edward VII 
School in Sheffield before coming to Clare 
College in 1948. He very much enjoyed his 
time at Clare and was always appreciative 
of having had the opportunity to study there. 
In his leisure time he was a keen and 
successful member of the Clare tennis team, a 
sport that he shared with his future wife, Pat. 
 
Graduation from Clare in 1951 was 
followed by 3 clinical years at Westminster 
Hospital Medical School, where one of his 
many achievements was becoming the 
‘Gravy King’ of 5 St Thomas’s Mansions – 
probably the only thing he ever excelled at 
in cooking. After Westminster, where he 
obtained numerous medical qualifications, 
he became a house physician at St Albans 
City Hospital, where he was on casualty 
duty for 150 hours one week, alternating 
with 100 hours the next week! 
 
At the end of 6 months at St Albans he 
married Pat, also from Sheffield, whom he 
had met when they were both 18. They 
started married life in Great Yarmouth,  
 

where Alan worked as house surgeon at 
the hospital and Pat became a secretary  
at the Great Yarmouth Water Company. 
In October 1955 Alan joined the Royal 
Navy on a short service commission, 
spending 2 years at the Royal Naval Air 
Station Culdrose in Cornwall, followed by  
a year at the Royal Navy barracks in 
Portsmouth. It was during this time that he 
and Pat became parents to their first two 
children, Paula and Simon, but still 
managed to enjoy a great social life and 
play many games of Scrabble with their 
life-long naval friends Alan and Barbara 
Spain. Alan finished his time in the Navy  
as Surgeon Lieutenant and moved back  
to Cornwall for a year as a trainee at a GP 
practice in Perran ar Worthal. 
 
In 1960 Alan joined Cantilupe Surgery in 
Hereford, spending 32 years there, with 24 
as Senior Partner. He and Pat built a house 
outside Hereford and completed their 
family in 1962, when their son, Jeremy, 
was born. He also indulged his passion for 
roses, creating a nine-bed rose garden 
with over three hundred roses, all 
individually hand grafted, and yet he still 
found time to continue his interest in 
photography and film-making. 
 
In later years Alan took up silversmithing, 
selling many items in a local craft shop, 
and then, before he retired in 1992, starting 
his love affair with woodworking. He made 
not only chairs and tables, and pepper and 
salt mills, but also two tables made from 
redundant Bulmers oak cider vats, as well 
as many bookcases to house his and Pat’s 
ever-increasing collection. 
 
In his retirement Alan and Pat enjoyed 
many holidays around the world, 
especially in Australia, where Jeremy and 
his family live. Pat died in 2008 but Alan 
still managed to lead a fulfilling life with 
several river boat cruises and many 
interests, including a music group and a 
weekly French class. He died peacefully at 
home in December 2021. 
 
 
Ian V Longfield (Medicine) 
 
Dr Ian Longfield studied at the Leys  
School during the war and completed his 
National Service with the Army in Orkney 
before taking up his place at Clare. He  
had applied to read History but decided to 
train to be a doctor instead. This required 
some negotiation with the College and a 
crash course in chemistry the summer 
before he matriculated. After 3 years at 
Clare (1948–51), he completed his medical 
training at London Hospital. Ian was a 
keen sportsman: he was in the first team 
for the College hockey, cricket and rugby 
clubs. Sadly, he had to abandon sport in 
his late 20s after a cartilage injury to his 
knee.  

Ian felt that God had spoken to him about 
becoming a doctor but he didn't really 
know God at the time. He met some 
friends at University who seemed to have 
an understanding of God and a 
relationship with Him. Everything changed 
for Ian in his final year as the result of a 
mission held in the Clare College Chapel. 
He responded to the Gospel message that 
he heard, turning to God for forgiveness 
and committing himself to follow Jesus. 
 
Ian's Christian faith and his medical career 
defined him for the rest of his life. He 
returned to his home city of Newcastle 
after completing his training and took up a 
post as a GP on a new council housing 
estate. In 1958 he married Helen, also from 
Newcastle. Helen too had become a 
Christian in her twenties and they formed a 
team that lasted 64 years. Ian was a 
natural leader and she was his lieutenant. 
Along with his medical partners, he built up 
the GP practice more or less from scratch. 
He and Helen lived in a house attached to 
the surgery, so they were never really off 
duty. As well as ministering to the medical 
needs of the people, he was concerned for 
people's spiritual well-being. With a group 
of like-minded people, Ian and Helen 
established an Evangelical Church on the 
estate, and they saw a number of people 
coming to faith in Jesus as a result. He 
was a good lay preacher and Bible teacher 
and had a heart to see the churches 
across Newcastle united and working 
together.  
 
Ian served as a full-time GP for 30 years, 
with a further 5 years part-time. He knew 
his patients and their families well, often 
looking after several generations of one 
family. During this time he and Helen 
raised a family of their own, which, by the 
time of Ian's death, consisted of three 
children, eight grand-children and four 
great grand-children. He is survived by 
Helen. 
 
Ian had a number of health challenges 
towards the end of his life. He spent 3 
years in residential care when his needs 
became too complicated for him to be 
cared for at home. He died peacefully on 3 
August 2022 (aged 94), going ‘home’ to 
the Lord and Saviour he had loved and 
served for so many years. 
 
 
Michael J R Wilson (Anthropology) 
 
 
1949 
Peter E Ashworth (Engineering) 
 
Peter, who was born in July 1928, died 
peacefully in February at the age of 93.  
Peter grew up in Worthing, attended Prior 
Park College in Bath, and went up to Clare 
in 1949. Although he was reading Natural 
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Sciences, Peter was more focused on 
sporting pursuits: he was a member of the 
College’s tennis, athletics and squash 
clubs, as well as part of the University 
hockey team. He was team captain by 
1951 and gained his blue in the 1952 
Varsity match. This was one of Peter’s 
proudest achievements and he 
remembered his time in Cambridge fondly. 
Peter enjoyed a long career in the brewing 
industry, joining Arthur Guinness in the 
early 60s and moving to Cheshire. After 
moving to Greenall Whitley in 1972, he led 
the company’s development as a beer, 
cider, and spirit producer. His leadership 
was recognised when, in 1986, he was 
honoured as President of the Institute of 
Brewing in their Centenary year. After 
retiring in the early 90s, Peter became 
Chairman of Broadgreen NHS trust.  
Peter married Sara in 1960 and they had 
four sons: Mark, Simon, John and James. 
Sara very sadly died in 1989. Peter went 
on to marry June in 2000, and they 
enjoyed 22 years of happy marriage, living 
near Maidenhead. Quick-witted and with a 
wry smile, Peter was distinguished by his 
critical eye and fondness for returning to 
‘first principles’. His wisdom and humour 
will be keenly missed by his family. 
 
 
John G Bellak (Economics) 
 
 
David G Clark (Theology) 
 
 
Martin J R How (Theology) 
 
 
Peter J Summers MBE  
(Modern Languages) 
 
Born on 6 May 1929, Peter Summers died 
peacefully at home in Cheshire on 15 
February 2022, aged 92. Over the course of 
his long life, he had many experiences, some 
of the most formative ones being those of 
his childhood. Like all little boys, Peter 
loved to play with trains, only in his case 
these were full-sized locomotives. His father, 
Richard Summers, also a Clare alumnus, 
ran the Summers’ family steel works at 
Shotton. Railway lines criss-crossed the 
‘Works’ carrying ore and finished steel to 
depots and ultimately to mainline stations. 
A branch line to Denna Hall, Peter’s 
childhood home, gave him the opportunity 
to learn the workings of steam engines. 
 
Educated at Shrewsbury School, Peter 
achieved good grades in his Highers and 
won a place at Clare in 1946. This had to 
be delayed while he went into National 
Service. He was sent to Catterick for 6 
weeks winter training with the Signals and 
then to Vienna, where he spent the rest of 
his year and a half in uniform.  
 

This was the Vienna as depicted in the film 
The Third Man – a city damaged beyond 
recognition by bombing, divided into four 
sectors, where the black market thrived 
and Americans raced around in jeeps. 
Peter took it all in his stride and learned to 
speak German while playing chess with 
friends he made there. On returning to 
Britain, he took up his place at Clare, to 
study Russian and German. He shared a 
room with his brother, Tim, and made 
lifelong friends. He once said of his 
university experience: ‘It honed my skills 
and showed me the pleasure of intellectual 
debate. I loved it.’ He also built up an 
impressive wine cellar, encouraged by the 
good wines at Clare. 
 
Peter followed his father into the family firm 
but the privatisation of the steel industry in 
the 1960s led to the closure of the works at 
Shotton. Peter was appointed Industry 
Coordinator, tasked with encouraging 
other industries to move to Deeside. He 
said of his work: ‘My role evolved 
continuously and provided me with some 
of the most rewarding experiences of my 
working life. Starting a small business from 
cold in an isolated bungalow, spurred on 
by murmurings of polite disapproval, was 
an experience I wouldn’t have missed for 
anything.’ His first signing was Iceland 
Food and he received a frozen lobster 
every Christmas from then until he left Park 
House. For this work and the creation of 
over 4,400 jobs in 87 new factories, Peter 
was awarded the MBE. He retired in 1989  
at the age of 60. 
 
Peter continued to show great interest in 
the steelworkers whose lives he had 
helped to change. He was a man of great 
loyalty and enjoyed Clare College 
reunions. His wife, Gillian, and his four 
children have been overwhelmed by the 
expressions of affection and admiration for 
Peter. In his private life he was witty, gentle 
and held a deep faith, which helped him in 
his last days.  
 
 
1950 
Andrew L Gunn (Natural Sciences) 
 
Andrew Gunn died on 16 October 2021 in 
Wantage, Oxon, 5 weeks after his 90th 
birthday. He was a Scholar of Clare and 
came up in 1950 to read Medicine; he 
played cricket and rugby for the College. 
Andrew got his degree in 1953 and went on 
to Guys Hospital Medical School. After 
qualifying there, he got various 
appointments in London, Bedford and 
Nottingham before being appointed 
Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon in Ipswich, 
where he remained until retirement. 
 
He leaves a widow, Elisabeth, four 
children, four grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. 

James W Hall (Engineering) 
 
On 3 September 1949 Commander James 
Hall (RN) received a letter from the 
Admiralty appointing him an Electrical 
Officer cadet, starting with a year at 
Dartmouth Royal Naval College. This was 
followed by 3 years at Clare College, 
where he read Engineering, played rugby 
and hockey and joined the Natural History 
and Yorkshire societies. His ‘holidays’ were 
filled with postings to famous engineering 
factories such as Metropolitan Vickers and 
Bruce Peebles in Edinburgh. He went on 
to become a Chartered Member of the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers.  
 
In his 33 years with the Royal Navy, he 
served on at least 6 major warships, 
including the aircraft carrier HMS 
Victorious. He spent time in Hong Kong, 
Japan, Kenya (Mombasa), Singapore, 
Australia and New Zealand, winning 
medals for service in the Suez Canal zone 
and the Malay Peninsula.  
 
As Weapons Electrical Officer, he was 
involved in the progressive development 
of guided missile systems across the fleet. 
In the early 1960s he had a 3-year posting 
at the Philips factory at Hengelo, Holland, 
to work on the development of radars. He 
also served at the radar-testing 
establishment at ASWE (on Portsdown 
Hill), at HMS Excellent (on Whale Island, 
Portsmouth) and at the Ministry of 
Defence in Bath. His final appointment 
was as Establishment Engineer Officer at 
HMS Vernon, Portsmouth; this included 
the rapid preparation and dispatch of the 
minesweepers for the Falklands conflict.  
   
James left the Navy in 1982 to be Site 
Services Manager at the new Marconi 
Underwater Systems (‘torpedo’) factory at 
Waterlooville. In retirement he remained 
very active. As Treasurer and then Chair of 
Wallington Village Community, he led 
efforts to raise £250,000 for a new village 
hall. He embraced change and the march 
of progress but also wanted to protect 
Fareham’s heritage. This led to him 
becoming Chair of the Fareham Society 
for 3 years. In recognition of his efforts in 
the local community, he was voted 
Fareham Borough Council’s 2019 Citizen 
of the Year. 
  
James was born in Pocklington, in the East 
Riding of Yorkshire, on 8 October 1931, to 
Ralph and Harriet. He was the eldest of 
four siblings. His enquiring mind and work 
ethic secured him a place as a day boy at 
Pocklington School, where he excelled in 
the sciences. Despite having little sea-
faring experience, one of his teachers, 
Major John Derbyshire, suggested a 
career in the Royal Navy. James had all the 
attributes expected of a Royal Naval 
Officer: he was strong, determined, 
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fearless and decisive and always took 
responsibility. He also had a cheeky sense 
of humour; he listened, was selfless, kind, 
generous and, above all, went out of his 
way to help.  
 
Jim shared his life with Jean Fussey, 
marrying in 1954. Jim passed away on 8 
March 2022. He is survived by Jean and 
their two sons, Christopher and Nicholas, 
and five grandsons. He felt blessed to have 
had the opportunity to be at Clare and 
returned as often as he could.  
 
N J Hall (son), 30 August 2022 
 
 
B Nigel Harley (Theology) 
 
The Revd Canon Nigel Harley was born on 
10 January 1930 and died on 13 May 
2021. Nigel was brought up in Edgware 
and Ashtead in Surrey. His father, Brian, 
was an actuary and the chess 
correspondent of The Observer. His 
mother, Ella, was one of five sisters and a 
brother. Nigel went to Haileybury, like his 
father, and became Head Boy, an early 
sign of his leadership qualities. One of the 
masters at Haileybury took a group of boys 
for a walking holiday to North Wales, which 
marked the beginning of Nigel’s lifelong 
passion for Snowdonia and mountain 
walking and photography. He would go on 
to climb Snowdon more than forty times in 
his lifetime.  
 
After school, Nigel was a volunteer at the 
youth club run by Haileybury in the East 
End. And he did National Service, partly in 
Germany, as a Private in the Army. After 
National Service, he went to Clare College, 
where he read Classics and Theology. 
John Robinson, who would later become 
the Bishop of Woolwich and write Honest 
to God, was his Tutor at Clare and an early 
influence on his liberal and progressive 
approach to faith.   
                                      
After training at Cuddesdon, Nigel served a 
curacy at St Michael's Church, 
Basingstoke, and he met his wife, Kate, 
through the church. They were married in 
1956, which marked the beginning of a 
wonderful partnership lasting nearly 65 
years; they had five sons. He served 
Thornhill in Southampton from 1960, 
where he worked alongside a long line of 
curates. He was a very good training vicar, 
giving support, friendship and hospitality to 
his curates, and many of them have 
expressed their gratitude to him for that 
foundation.  
 
Nigel returned to Basingstoke in 1971. He 
was a team vicar at first, at Brighton Hill, 
and then became the team rector at St 
Michael's. The Basingstoke team was 
groundbreaking in many ways, in both its 
size and the inclusion in the team of two or 

three nuns. This was one of the most 
rewarding periods of his ministry. Nigel 
moved to Eastleigh in 1980, where he was 
Vicar of All Saints and later Rural Dean. At 
that time he was a keen campaigner for the 
ordination of women and was on the 
central committee for The Movement for 
the Ordination of Women.  
 
One year after his retirement, in 1994, 
women priests were ordained in the 
Church of England. After leaving Eastleigh 
and moving to Swaythling, Nigel became 
one of the Bishop of Winchester's 
chaplains for a couple of years and 
continued to be involved in the local 
community. He supported the local council 
of churches and inter-faith groups in 
Southampton, and he was a committed 
member of the local branch of the 
Progressive Christianity Network. Nigel 
enjoyed a long, active retirement. He was 
in decline for the final year of his life and 
died peacefully at a Winchester care 
home. At his thanksgiving service, the first 
reading was I Corinthians 13 – such 
ancient poetry that expressed some of his 
many qualities: love, patience, modesty 
and kindness.   
 
John Harley, on behalf of the Harley brothers 
 
 
Brian R Phillips (Law) 
 
Canon Brian Phillips died on 11 February 
2021, 3 weeks before his 90th birthday. He 
came to Clare College from Monkton 
Combe School. At Clare, he read History 
and Law, and he went on to study at 
Lincoln Theological College from 1954 to 
1956. 
 
An Anglican priest all his life, his first 
curacy was at Tuffley (Gloucestershire), 
from 1956 to 1959; and his second was at 
Southgate (London), from 1959 to 1962. 
From 1962 to 1969 he was Rector at 
Luckington with Alderton (Wiltshire); from 
1969 to 1984 he was Vicar of Highworth 
with Sevenhampton, Hannington and 
Inglesham (Wiltshire); and from 1984 to 
1990 he was Rector of Oaksey with 
Crudwell, Long Newnton, Ashley and 
Hankerton (Wiltshire). In 1984 he was 
made Honorary Canon of Bristol 
Cathedral. From 1990 to 2021 he was a 
retired Priest supporting the parishes of 
Wickham and Shedfield (Hampshire).  
In 1956 he married his first wife, Drina 
Jones. Brian and Drina had a son, Richard 
(1958), and a daughter, Annabel (1960). 
Drina died in 1961. In 1963 Brian married 
his second wife, June Watson (née Stokes-
Rees), becoming step-father to Sabrina 
(1955). Brian and June had a son, John 
(1964), and June died in 2005. He was 
grandfather to Katie and Peter Gwynn, 
Thomas and George Newham, and Maëlys 
June Phillips.  

A man of faith and fun, humour and 
humanity, he was deeply loved and is 
deeply missed. His best friend and first 
best man, William Minshull, was at 
Magdalene from 1950 to 1953, and he 
always wore his Clare tie (winter and 
summer editions) with pride. Latterly, a pair 
of Clare socks became firm favourites.  
 
A website in Brian’s memory is raising 
funds for MacMillan Cancer Care and the 
British Heart Foundation: 
https://reverendcanonbrianphillips.muchlo
ved.com/  
 
 
1951 
Richard Eden OBE (Physics) 
 
 
Robert K Jackson (Medicine) 
 
Born in 1933, Robert Jackson came to 
Clare College from Heversham Grammar 
School in Westmorland in 1951 to read 
Natural Sciences. His 3 years at Clare set 
the scene for the rest of his career. His 
College supervisors were of particular 
importance in this respect, and none more 
so than Dr Willmer, from whom he learnt as 
much about wildlife and botany as he did 
about human physiology. Nick Hammond, 
Senior Tutor, took a great interest in all the 
newly admitted undergraduates and was 
largely responsible for the strong 
community spirit in the College at that 
time, along with John Robinson, the 
College Dean, who had rooms on the 
same staircase in the Old Court as Robert. 
The freshers had many an enjoyable 
breakfast with Robinson, who was not at all 
stuffy and had been a fine athlete in his 
youth. Robert’s own sporting distinction 
took off at Clare and it was not long before 
he was playing rugby for the University LX 
Club, despite being 2 years younger than 
most of the other players in the team, as a 
result of their National Service 
commitments. In his final year he played 
on the wing for the University First Team 
and in the Easter vacation for the 
Woodpeckers touring team.  
 
It had been Robert’s intention to become a 
general practitioner but there was no 
medical school in Cambridge at that time 
so he continued his medical training at St 
Thomas’s Hospital in London. Sadly, there 
was an arrogant view among the 
consultants at St Thomas’s that general 
practice was a second-class occupation 
and that all the students should be aiming 
to be hospital specialists. Upon 
qualification, he did his house jobs in 
Southampton at the Royal South Hants 
hospital, where it was spotted that he had 
an aptitude for surgery.  
 
As a result, he did most of his National 
Service as a surgical specialist at the RAF 
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hospital in Aden.  This was followed by an 
orthopaedic training programme under 
Professor James before returning to St 
Thomas’s hospital as Chief Assistant in the 
Orthopaedic Department. It was at the 
Western General in Edinburgh that he met 
his future wife, Maggie. After a further year 
of teaching and research in New York he 
was appointed Orthopaedic Consultant in 
Southampton with special interest in 
children’s scoliosis and scoliosis surgery. 
Robert and Maggie spent 25 very happy 
years there, followed by another 25 years 
in retirement in Lymington in the New 
Forest, where they were both heavily 
involved in community work, particularly 
the League of Friends of Lymington 
Hospital, the Voluntary Care Group and 
Churchwarden of St John the Baptist, 
Boldre. Robert died on 29 April 2022. He 
was predeceased by his wife and is 
survived by his two children and five 
grandchildren. 
 
 
George W Knox (Medicine) 
 
Dr George Knox, a doctor who practised in 
Yorkshire for many years, later ploughed 
his energy into saving the cottage hospital 
in Wells-next-the-Sea in Norfolk. George 
Knox, who died aged 89, was a much-
loved family doctor, an inspirational trainer 
of young GPs and a committed Quaker. 
 
Born in Tring, Hertfordshire, to Margaret 
(nee Willcox) and Norman Knox, both 
general practitioners, he attended 
Berkhamsted School and studied Medicine 
at Clare College, Cambridge, graduating in 
1954, and then King’s College Hospital, 
London. After qualifying, he did his 
National Service as a medical officer at 
RAF Marham, Norfolk. 
 
In 1957 he married Judith Vince. His first 
GP post was in Burnham Market. The job 
then consisted mostly of home visits. ‘I 
worked consecutive days and nights 
without a break,’ he told author Raymond 
Monbiot. ‘Village post office workers would 
hold up a red flag to let me know of 
emergencies as I drove between calls.’ 
 
George grew up as an Anglican, but one 
day he was called to treat pupils on a field 
trip to Burnham Overy windmill. George 
was impressed with these articulate 
students from Ackworth, a Quaker school 
in Yorkshire, and this encounter inspired 
him and Judith to discover Quakerism. 
 
A man with a social conscience, in 1974 
George made a dramatic move to a 
practice in Batley, the industrial heart of 
West Yorkshire, a community where many 
patients were deprived. George valued the 
diversity of the community and found his 
patients to be appreciative and respectful. 
 

George supervised and mentored trainee 
GPs, becoming Chairman of Yorkshire 
postgraduate GP education, through which 
hundreds of young GPs passed. He ran a 
psychiatric clinic each week at Staincliffe 
Hospital, Dewsbury, so his patients had 
longer to talk to him about mental health 
problems. He stayed in Batley until he 
retired in 1991. 
 
After that, George moved to Norfolk, where 
he ploughed his energy into saving the 
cottage hospital at Wells-next-the-Sea, 
becoming Chairman of the Friends of Wells 
Hospital. The hospital was eventually 
transformed into a charity, the Wells 
Community Hospital Trust, providing 
clinical and non-clinical services for 
communities in West and North Norfolk. 
 
For 20 years George had attended 
Huddersfield Quaker meetings, and in 
1993 he was appointed Clerk of the 
meeting at Wells. From 1994 to 1999 he 
was nominated Trustee to oversee the 
refurbishment of Quaker properties in 
Norfolk. He was a Quaker elder and served 
for 3 years as Chairman of Wells Churches 
Together. 
 
A sociable and ever-curious man, George 
kept abreast of medical developments, 
current affairs, history, literature and 
classical music, and he loved playing the 
piano and organ. He is survived by Judith, 
their five children, Robert, Sarah, 
Catherine, William and Richard, ten 
grandchildren, three great-grandchildren 
and his sister, Sue, and brother, John. 
 
 
Anthony ‘Tony’ G Oettinger  
 
 
Michael J Pringle  
(Mechanical Sciences) 
 
 
Alan G Smith (Quaternary Research) 
 
 
1952 
Donald J Bush (Chemistry) 
 
 
Brian Davis (History) 
 
 
Richard M M Fordham (Medicine) 
 
 
Geoffrey V Hardyman (Classics)  
 
Geoffrey Hardyman was born on 13 
January 1932. Clifton ent 1945.3 
(Oakeley's House; 5-VI; Praepostor; 
Scholar; Editor, The Cliftonian), left 1950.3; 
Clare Coll, Camb (Classics Exhibitioner 
later Classics Scholar; 1st cl Classical 
Tripos pt 1; 2nd cl Classical Tripos pt 2; BA 

1955; MA 1961); Asst Master CC, temp 
1955.3-1956.2, app 1957.3 (Form Master; 
House Tutor, Brown's House 1957-62, 
Oakeley's 1963-5; Hon Treasurer, Cliftonian 
from 1958; House Master The South Town 
1968-74, Wiseman's House 1974-84; 
Percival Librarian 1984-91; Senior Master 
1991-5), left 1996; Governor of Clifton 
College; resident (latterly) 44 Canynge Rd, 
Clifton, Bristol 8; d 1.8.2021. Publication: 
(ed) Clifton College Register 1979-1994 
(1994) 
 
 
1953 
Colin L C Arnold (Natural Sciences) 
 
Colin Arnold was born on 29 July 1934. 
Having been Head Prefect at Portsmouth 
Grammar School, Colin followed in his 
father’s footsteps to Clare, matriculating in 
1953. During his time at Clare, Colin rowed 
for the College and became an 
accomplished ballroom dancer. His DoS 
advised him to give up rowing in his final 
year to concentrate on his academic 
studies, which he duly, but reluctantly, did. 
Upon graduating, he embarked on clinical 
undergraduate studies at St Marys 
Hospital Medical School in Paddington 
before finally graduating MA MB BChir in 
1959, subsequently joining his father and 
great-uncle in what had been his 
grandfather’s medical practice, based in 
Portsmouth.   
 
Colin retired from general practice in 1990, 
his Clare College oar adorning the wall of 
his consulting room all of his working life! 
Colin was a hard-working, caring, 
meticulous and conscientious family 
doctor but he still found the time to serve 
for many years on the NHS District 
Management Team (1974–80) and District 
Health Authority (1981–9), helping to 
shape and steer NHS policy locally. 
Not just a worker, he enjoyed family life 
and had wide interests. From his early 
years until recently, he regularly attended 
‘the gym’ before it became fashionable, 
and he was also a keen swimmer. For his 
size, he could push prodigious weights, 
and during his long association with Bob 
Woolgar’s gym in Southsea he met an 
aspiring young bodybuilder, one Arnie 
Schwarzenegger, who became a firm 
friend!  
 
He met his wife, Ann, on a blind date in 
1965 and they married in 1966 and 
became proud parents of two sons, 
Stephen and Jeremy (Clare 1989–92), and 
later grandparents to six grandchildren, 
one of whom, Annabel, also graduated 
from Clare in 2019.   
 
Colin joined the Worshipful Society of 
Apothecaries in 1980, becoming a 
Freeman of the City of London and a 
liveried member. He was a gourmet and 
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this offered ideal opportunities for fine 
dining. He had also developed his long 
interest in fine wines by serving on the 
committee of the BMA-affiliated Hastings 
Wine Club for 6 years, from 1974 to 1980; 
he was a connoisseur whose knowledge of 
wine was encyclopaedic. He and Ann were 
both consummate hosts, enjoying 
entertaining and sharing their table with 
friends. From 2009, he also joined the 
Oxford & Cambridge Club in Pall Mall, 
hosting many friends there for celebratory 
occasions. 
 
Colin assiduously maintained contact with 
Clare until his death, regularly attending 
events and maintaining lifelong friendships 
that were made during his time in College. 
Having previously been fit, it is a cruel 
irony that his last year was blighted by an 
iatrogenic disability, a reaction to 
prescribed medication, leading to his 
eventual demise on 18 November 2021. 
 
 
Geoffrey L Essery OBE  
(Chemical Engineering) 
 
Geoffrey Essery OBE was born on the 
Wirral on 15 March 1933. After Rydal 
School and National Service, which gave 
him ‘an invaluable insight into people 
management’, Clare College gave him the 
‘best course’ he ever went on. He was 
thrilled to get into the air squadron and 
couldn’t believe he was being paid 
handsomely to learn to fly aerobatics in a 
Chipmunk. He loved the outdoors life: 
sailing, walking and climbing in 
Snowdonia, North West Scotland, and 
especially Arran, after his NatSci Geology 
field course. On internship at Springfields, 
a government nuclear site, his chemical 
engineering group were challenged with 
designing an improved method of 
extracting uranium from a muddy ore. 
Their ideas were implemented and Geoff 
was thrilled to return, years later with some 
scientific advisers, to see this still in action! 
 
Geoff had a very successful 35-year career 
with ICI. In his last 10 years he held health, 
safety and environment divisional roles. He 
joined the SIESO (Society of Emergency 
Industrial Services Officers), a national 
organisation that had grown out of the 
wartime Civil Defence. The SIESO was in 
decline, with membership falling, despite 
the fact that the chemical industry 
worldwide had had some major disasters. 
Becoming Chairman, he changed the 
acronym to Sharing Information and 
Experience for Safer Operation, 
recognising that the SIESO could spread 
lessons learnt to a wider audience than 
those involved with the incident, also 
instigating a quarterly magazine that 
reviewed worldwide major incidents and 
analysed their learning points. 
 

The learning was relevant, not only to 
different types of industry but also to 
national and local government, regulatory 
authorities and blue light services, so he 
started organising meetings, conferences, 
seminars and visits, which brought all of 
these stakeholders together, greatly 
increasing membership. This stood the 
SIESO in good stead when first the UK 
government, and eventually the EU, issued 
legislation to control the operation of major 
hazardous processes. Geoff set about 
positioning the SIESO to act as an ‘honest 
broker’ between the legislators and 
industry to ensure that what was being 
proposed was sensible, practical and 
acceptable to industry. The SIESO played 
an important role in the implementation of 
both the CIMAH and COMAH regulations. 
It is for all this work, well into his 
retirement, that he received a well-
deserved OBE for Services to Health & 
Safety in the Chemical Industry in 2004. 
 
Geoff was Honorary Vice-President as the 
role of the SIESO diminished, and the 
remaining assets were transferred to the 
Institution of Chemical Engineers to fund 
an annual medal and monetary prize. 
Engineering students study industrial 
incidents, presenting learning points, thus 
making them aware, early in their careers, 
of the consequences of poor management 
and the tragic outcomes of a failure to 
appreciate what could go wrong. This a 
legacy left by Geoff on the importance of 
learning from the mistakes of others, 
thereby enhancing safety in the chemical 
industry.  
 
Geoff and Kay were married for 52 years: 
they had 4 children and 9 grandchildren, 
one of whom is also reading Natural 
Sciences at Cambridge. Geoff’s love of 
bridge since his school days had been his 
lifeline since Kay died in 2016. He joined 
every bridge club in the area, increasing 
the number of games to 23 a week by 
going online during lockdown. He never 
minded if he won or lost; he just enjoyed 
playing and teaching others. He had a 
fantastic time barn dancing the night away 
with all his cousins at a 70th birthday party 
in November. No wonder his sudden death 
by heart attack, only a month later on 11 
December 2021, aged 88, was such a 
shock to everyone. The Zoom pilates 
group couldn’t believe it, as he was by far 
the fastest seated sprinter. Geoff always 
went for everything in his life with 
enthusiasm.  
 
Jane Phelpstead (daughter) / Ken Readman 
(ex-SIESO) 
 
 
Patrick Everett (Mechanical Science) 
 
 
 

Francis R Gamman (Natural Sciences) 
 
 
Brian Hale (Natural Sciences) 
 
Brian Hale died on 25 April 2022. He was 
born in Birmingham in 1935 and joined 
Clare on a scholarship from Malvern 
College in 1953. Initially, he studied 
Classics and his BA followed in 1956. 
Thereafter, he decided to make a sharp 
tack to Medicine and secured his MB and 
BChir in 1960, with much of his study 
spent at Westminster Medical School. His 
father ran the renowned Birmingham gun 
manufacturer Parker-Hale and had been a 
winner of the King's Prize at Bisley, and 
Brian himself was a notable sharp-shooter, 
keenly representing the University in small 
bore competition. 
 
Brian started his medical career with a 3-
year commission in the Royal Navy as 
Surgeon Lieutenant, his first posting being 
HMS Pallister. Based at Rosyth, he spent 
most of his time at sea patrolling off 
Iceland during the first 'Cod War'. 
Fortunately, it was not what is termed a 
'hot' war, but it was a tough task 
nonetheless, not least because he was 
particularly prone to sea-sickness – so bad 
was it that I remember him on holiday 
going green as soon as we cast off for a 
mackerel fishing trip! 
 
After his discharge from the Navy, a 
recently married Brian trained as a GP and 
joined the Sutherland Lodge practice in 
Chelmsford, where he set up home and 
became much-loved Dad to three very 
well-behaved children (as I remember it!). 
Brian was a principled man, and extremely 
popular with his patients and many 
trainees until his retirement from the 
practice in 1996, whereupon he moved to 
Bury St Edmunds, where he eventually 
passed from prostate cancer.  
 
He had an innate curiosity about what 
made things – and people – tick, and his 
varied hobbies reflected that: bell-ringer, 
bee-keeper, bridge player, golfer, 
counsellor and homeopath, to name a few. 
He is survived by his wife, Carole, five 
children and stepchildren, eleven 
grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren, and he is sorely missed by 
us all. 
 
 
Nicholas G Spence  
(Chemical Engineering) 
 
 
Richard C Wald  
(Contemporary Literature) 
 
Professor Emeritus of Journalism at 
Columbia University, Richard studied at 
Clare College from 1953 to 1955 and died 
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in New Rochelle, NY, on 13 May after 
suffering a stroke, aged 92. Professor 
Wald, known to friends as Dick, was the 
former President of NBC News and Senior 
Vice-President of ABC News, and the last 
Managing Editor of the New York Herald 
Tribune. 
 
Richard was educated in the New York City 
schools, graduating from Stuyvesant High 
School. After receiving a Bachelor’s 
degree and a Master’s degree in English 
Literature from Columbia University in New 
York, he was the first recipient of the Harry 
J. Carman Fellowship, which funded 2 
years of study at Clare College. The 
College specified that students had to be 
unmarried, but Richard was already 
married to the former Edith Leslie. He put 
her up in an off-campus flat for most of the 
first year. Mrs Wald died in December 
2021. Survivors include their three 
children, Matthew, of Friendship Heights, 
Md, who was born in Cambridge; 
Elizabeth, of Golden, Colorado; and 
Jonathan, of New York City. 
 
At Cambridge, Professor Wald wrote a 
thesis on Sir Gawain and the Green Knight. 
He and his wife were so taken with 
England that they returned in 1959, living 
in London, where he was a foreign 
correspondent with the New York Herald 
Tribune. 
 
Returning to New York in 1963 as an Editor 
at the Tribune, he worked closely with and 
oversaw leading lights of the ‘new 
journalism’ then emerging, featuring 
reportage with a more lively, novelistic 
narrative style, with Jimmy Breslin, Tom 
Wolfe and Gail Sheehy. As National Editor, 
he wrote in a memo that ‘there is no mold 
for a newspaper story’. After the Herald 
Tribune shut down in 1966, he began a 
career in television news. 
 
At ABC, Professor Wald supervised the 
creation of the first regular late-night 
network news show, Nightline, which grew 
out of nightly news specials that began in 
November 1979, when Iranian militants 
seized the staff of the US embassy in 
Tehran. He gave the show its name, which 
was meant as an analogue to the ‘morning 
line’ at a race track. 
 
In March 1976, in an off-the-cuff speech at 
a convention of the National Association of 
Broadcasters in Chicago, he predicted that 
TV news, then confined to half an hour a 
night, would become a 24-hour operation 
and that talking head experts would 
proliferate. He was also the model for the 
news division president in the 1976 satiric 
film Network, the character played by 
William Holden. 
 
After retiring from ABC, he became the first 
Fred W Friendly Professor of Professional 

Practice in Media Society at Columbia, 
where for years he taught courses in 
national reporting and media ethics. He 
served on the board of the Pulitzer Prize 
Awards, the DuPont Awards and the 
Peabody Awards, and on the board of 
directors of the paper then known as the 
International Herald Tribune, published in 
Paris.   
 
 
1954 
Denby W Allen (Natural Sciences) 
 
 
David M Band (Medicine) 
 
 
John Roch (Law) 
 
 
D Ian M Wallace (Law) 
 
 
Anthony W West  
(Modern and Medieval Languages) 
 
Tony West was born on 21 July 1933, in 
Ealing, UK, and died on 9 January 2022 in 
Frederick, Maryland. USA. Tony 
matriculated in 1954 at Clare College, 
graduating with a BA in 1957, having 
studied Modern and Medieval Languages, 
majoring in Italian and French.  
 
He spent 2 formative years in Rome at the 
Centro Sperimentale Di Cinematrografia on 
a British Council Scholarship. In the 
subsequent years he worked in London at 
an animation company and then with 
studio feature productions. 
 
Between 1964 and 1966 he produced, with 
his first wife, Caterina Arvat, two 
documentaries: Our Time #1 and #2, 
which were without dialogue. The images 
and sound told the stories.   
https://www.tonylepictographewest.com 
 
In 1968 Tony began editing commercials. 
In 1971 he was invited by Havas, France’s 
principal advertising agency, to set up 
France’s first commercial editing and post-
production management house, Paris – 
Postproduction SA (PPP). He remained 
President from 1971 to 1991. In 1979 he 
won the Clio International Editor award 
and, in 1983, the Minerva Best Editor 
award. 
 
Because of Caterina’s ill health, they 
moved back to Italy, where he worked in 
Milan as Director and Editor for 
documentaries and advertising in his new 
company, Radix Film, until 2000. In 1993 
he had begun working exclusively with 
video, which was no small task since he 
had no IT background. He appreciated the 
endless advantages of non-linear editing 
and kept up with rapid technical 

innovations, enjoying the learning process. 
In 1997 he won the Opus/Media Key Best 
Commercial Award. 
 
After his wife’s death in 1998, Tony 
returned to England, where he set up an 
editing studio in Burnham on Crouch. His 
varied projects included a video on the 
history of water distribution in the Val 
D’Aosta, going back to the 14th century. 
In 2002 Tony met his second wife, Ellen 
Krueger Goldstein, through a friend in New 
York. They shared a mutual interest in the 
history of science. They married in 2004 in 
Rheinsberg, Germany, and divided their 
time between a flat in Budleigh Salterton 
and an apartment in New York City, and 
later in Frederick, Maryland. In each place 
Tony set up an editing studio. Constantly 
filming with a portable camera with sound, 
he edited his work into sketchbooks, which 
are ‘pictograms’, moving impressionist 
paintings of their travels. Tony also made 
various pro bono videos on education, 
politics and other things. You can view 
some of them on Vimeo: 
https://vimeo.com/user28980437 or 
YouTube  
https://www.youtube.com/user/ELLENAND
TONY 
 
Probably, Tony’s most important video 
during his later years was The Yellow Box: 
A Short History of Hate. During a visit to his 
friend Germano Fancetti Tony discovered a 
yellow box, which Germano did not want 
to open. It contained images of Germano’s 
time at the concentration camp in 
Mauthausen. The video became part of 
secondary education in Italy. Tony finished 
editing the English version a day before his 
death. You can view the video at 
https://www.forevermissed.com/anthony-
west/gallery/videos#|gallery|video|29667
88 
 
 
Michael F Woods (Architecture) 
 
 
1955 
Richard J Killick (Mechanical Sciences) 
 
Captain Killick (RN) died peacefully at 
home in Edinburgh on 24 July 2022. He 
joined the Royal Navy after graduating in 
Mechanical Sciences from Clare. He had a 
successful career as a nuclear submariner, 
including being the nuclear engineer on 
HMS Valiant, the first all-British-designed 
nuclear-powered submarine, and working 
on the refit and subsequent deterrent 
patrols on HMS Resolution. He went on to 
be Captain of the Clyde submarine base. 
After retiring from the Navy, he was 
Director of Nuclear Safety at Scottish 
Nuclear, before establishing his own safety 
and engineering consultancy. 
 
He enjoyed sailing his yacht on the Clyde, 
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carriage driving, golf and, in later years, 
dog showing. He is survived by his wife, 
Ida, and children, James (1990) and Roo 
(1993), both also Clare graduates. 
 
 
Neil M Wade (Mechanical Sciences) 
 
 
1956 
Brian Burch (History) 
 
 
Richard V Jeffreys (Medicine)  
 
Richard Jeffreys passed away peacefully at 
home, surrounded by his family, on 8 May 
2021. Richard trained in a medical and 
surgical degree at Clare College in 1956. 
He completed his residency at St 
Bartholomew's Hospital in London before 
specialising in neurosurgery at various 
hospitals around the UK. He was 
appointed Consultant Neurosurgeon to 
Mersey and Clwyd in 1974 and worked 
diligently to save lives until his retirement in 
1998. Richard was deeply committed to 
the NHS and was a pioneer in the use of 
lasers in tumour resection. He was 
passionate about teaching during his time 
in the NHS, as Clinical Lecturer at the 
University of Liverpool, an examiner at the 
Royal College of Surgeons in Edinburgh 
and as a generous donor to Clare College. 
Outside work, Richard was an excellent 
sportsman, a generous gardener, a 
competent pianist and devoted to his 
family. 
 
 
Geoffrey T Mills (Modern Languages) 
 
Geoffrey Mills was born in London in 1935 
and attended Enfield Grammar School in 
North London.  He took up a place at Clare 
College to read Modern and Medieval 
Languages in 1956, after completing 
National Service. He felt hugely privileged 
to have the opportunity to study at 
Cambridge, especially as his own father 
had not completed a secondary education. 
He often referred to these as the best days 
of his life. During his time at Cambridge, he 
excelled at golf, winning a place in the 
Blues team in 1958 and winning the 
Middlesex Amateur Championship the 
same year.   
 
After graduating, Geoffrey completed his 
teacher training and went on to a 
successful career as a teacher and 
headteacher, first at Manhood 
Comprehensive School in West Sussex 
and then at Latymer School in Edmonton, 
North London, close to where he had 
grown up. Geoffrey was committed to 
delivering a high-quality education in the 
state sector, wanting to give something 
back to the system from which he felt he 
had benefited so greatly. As Headteacher 

at Latymer for 15 years, he was much 
loved by staff, pupils and parents. The 
many tributes received by the family noted 
that he was a humble, kind and 
compassionate leader, who valued each 
and every individual in the school 
community.   
 
After retirement, his reputation for both 
integrity and fairness led Geoffrey to be 
invited to chair the Enfield Council 
Standards Committee. In recognition of 
this role and his contribution to education 
in the borough, Geoffrey was awarded the 
Freedom of the Borough of Enfield in 2012. 
Geoffrey met his wife, Anne, while teaching 
at Coborn School in East London, and 
together they raised four children and 
enjoyed spending time with their four 
grandchildren in later life. In retirement he 
enjoyed the opportunity to spend more 
time playing golf, bridge and walking the 
Labradors that he and Anne loved so 
much. He will be much missed by his 
family and friends and his influence will 
continue to be felt among the staff and 
pupils whose lives he touched.   
 
 
Martin F Stempien (Organic Chemistry) 
 
 
1957 
S Roderick 'Roddy' Pratt (Medicine) 
 
Roddy Pratt died on 14 January 2021 of 
complications from Parkinson's disease. 
He was born on 10 October 1936 in 
Neston, Cheshire, and attended Wirral 
Grammar School for Boys. After leaving 
school, he had to do military service, 
which was an experience he did not enjoy, 
but after basic training he was chosen to 
do a course in Russian. This was useful to 
him as, after his military service, in 1957, 
he went to Clare College to read Russian 
and Serbo-Croat. In the Oral Examination 
for Serbo-Croat he got a First. He got his 
BA in 1960 and his MA in 1964.  
 
Roddy’s interest and talent for languages 
was one of the things that very much 
characterised him, and he would learn 
Greek because he loved going to Greece 
for his holidays. He had learnt some 
Portuguese (even before meeting his 
future Portuguese wife, Fernanda) for the 
same reason. Of course, he knew French 
and German from school and had a good 
knowledge of Italian because he loved 
opera so much. Another great interest and 
talent of Roddy’s was for cars and he 
introduced several of his friends to the 
joys of used-car maintenance. 
 
A few years after his first degree he 
became interested in psychology and 
decided to go back to Cambridge to do a 
PhD in the subject. That was when he met 
Fernanda and they were married in 1972.  

Roddy worked in the Max Planck Institute 
of Psychiatry in Munich with Professor 
Jūrgens between 1976 and 1978. He got 
his PhD in 1978 and worked as a research 
worker in the universities of Birmingham, 
Keele and Manchester. Roddy and co-
workers developed behavioural 
techniques in guinea pigs to measure 
various aspects of auditory function, 
including the effects of ototoxic antibiotics. 
He also helped to develop strategies to 
improve the accuracy of speech-
recognition software.  
 
At Manchester (1992–6) Roddy worked 
with Dave Parker on the development of 
software to record cochlear potential in the 
assessment of prospective cochlear 
implant patients. He also helped to 
develop software for computer aided 
learning (CAL) packages in auditory 
anatomy, physiology, audiological 
medicine and psychoacoustics. These 
CAL packages were used by students on 
both undergraduate and postgraduate 
courses in audiology.  
 
Everybody who knew Roddy always said 
what a kind, gentle man he was, as well as 
being a true gentleman in all his actions. 
His loving family consists of his wife, 
Fernanda, his daughter, Helena, and her 
partner, Tomasz, his son, Richard, and his 
wife, Laura, and their children – Roddy’s 
grandchildren – Joseph and Charlotte. He 
had a dry sense of humour and many of 
his quips and one-line asides have 
become part of the family vernacular. He 
was well loved and is much missed by all 
his family and friends. 
 
 
John A Wilkins (Classics & Theology) 
 
 
1958 
James ‘Jim’ Everett (Natural Sciences) 
 
Professor Jim Everett died on 8 June 2022 
in Perth, Western Australia, at the age of 
82. He had been suffering for over a year 
from a malignant brain tumour. Jim was 
born in England at the outset of the 
Second World War but spent most of his 
first 5 years with his mother and siblings 
as an evacuee in Barbados. After the 
family’s return to London at the end of the 
war, Jim was educated at University 
College School, Hampstead, in North 
London, going on from there to study 
Natural Sciences at Clare, where his late 
brother Patrick had also studied. 
 
After gaining his first degree, Jim went on 
a Harkness Fellowship to Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology for a year to do a 
Master of Science degree. After 
completing it, he travelled around America 
for 3 months as part of the Fellowship. Jim 
then returned to Cambridge to study for a 
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doctorate in geophysics and worked as a 
member of the team, under Sir Edward 
Bullard, that developed the study of plate 
tectonics and validated the previously 
discredited theory of continental drift. 
 
After achieving his doctorate, Jim began to 
travel widely but soon chose to settle in 
Perth, Western Australia, where he married 
Jocelyn. His qualifications and expertise in 
geophysics opened to him successful 
careers in the mining industry and at the 
University of Western Australia; and the 
experience he gained in mining provided 
him with a second specialism in 
management science, which also won him 
commercial and academic success. 
 
Jim’s leisure activities included travelling, 
reading, bushwalking and gardening. His 
large garden was devoted to vegetables. 
Flowers were not considered worth 
growing because they couldn’t be eaten. 
He also worked as a volunteer in his local 
community, driving a shopping bus for 
elderly people who were no longer able to 
drive themselves. He continued to pursue 
all of these interests actively into old age, 
until his final illness supervened. 
 
Jim is survived by Jocelyn, their three 
children and six grandchildren. His energy, 
friendliness, loyalty, humour and 
unpretentiousness will be remembered 
with great admiration and regret by family, 
friends and colleagues. 
 
August 2022 
 
 
Brian Hunt  
(Mechanical Sciences) 
 
Dr Brian Hunt was born in 1937 in Great 
Shelford, Cambridgeshire. Following 
secondary school, Brian completed 2 
years of National Service in the Royal Air 
Force, achieving the rank of Pilot Officer. In 
1958 Brian was accepted at Clare College 
to read Engineering. He and his wife Julia 
were married in Clare College Chapel in 
1960. Upon completing his degree in 1961, 
Brian started his career at Bristol Siddley 
Engines Ltd in Bristol. In 1963, inspired to 
further his education, Brian moved his 
family to Brown University, Rhode Island, 
on a Fulbright Travel Scholarship. Always a 
hard worker, Brian completed both a 
Master’s degree and a PhD in Aeronautical 
Engineering in just 4 years. Brian returned 
his family to England in 1967 and took a 
post as Lecturer at the University of Bristol. 
In 1979 Brian decided on a major career 
change, leaving academia for industry. He 
and his family returned once again to the 
United States to join Northrop Corporation 
(later Northrop Grumman Corporation). 
They settled in Orange County, California. 
He left Northrop briefly for a position as 
Chairman of the Aerospace Engineering 

Department at the University of Maryland 
from 1990 to 1992. However, the call of 
industry (and California) was too great and 
he returned to Northrop for the remainder 
of his career. He retired in 2000 as Vice-
President of Engineering and Technology, 
returning as a consultant for an additional 
10 years. Brian passed away, aged 83, on 
31 March 2021, surrounded by his wife of 
60 years, his children and grandchildren.  
 
 
Michael ‘Ian’ Swales (History) 
 
Ian Swales was born on 11 July 1937 and 
died on 23 March 2022. 
 
 
1959 
John P Carrington (History) 
 
John Carrington came up to Clare in 
October 1959 while still only 17. His 
education at Winchester had helped him, 
in December 1958, to win an Open Minor 
Scholarship. By then he had acquired, 
largely through his own insatiable interest 
in literature, languages and facts of all 
kinds (whether useful or not), an enviable 
range of idiosyncratic accomplishments. 
 
He was disappointed by his decision to 
read English. Had it been possible, he 
would have read Philology, the historical 
study of language. The alternative was 
History, rather less enthralling than 
Newmarket and other pursuits. Inevitably, 
even after exacting supervision from 
Geoffrey Elton, his degree class severely 
undervalued his extraordinary intellect. 
 
After Cambridge, he joined the Economist 
Intelligence Unit. He spent the cold winter 
of 1962–3 (when it was possible to skate 
under Clare Bridge) sleeping in a 
converted minibus in London. (This was 
well before Alan Bennett’s Lady in the Van, 
the heroine of which did not have to 
endure that winter as he did). After that, the 
EIU sent him to Bogotá, followed by 
Istanbul. As a polyglot, he was fluent in 
both Spanish and Turkish after those 
postings, if not before. And his love of Latin 
America led him to buy an apartment in 
Buenos Aires, which he visited regularly 
and as recently as 2018. His 64th birthday 
in that apartment lasted a full week. Note 
the eccentricity of that number – 64, not 65 
– because 64 is a perfect square and a 
perfect cube, after the figure 1 itself.  
 
Returning to the UK, John became a 
financial journalist, first in Sheffield and 
then for The Times. ‘For the Saver’ and 
‘The Selective Investor’ were his columns. 
From there, it was an easy jump into 
entrepreneurship, and the foundation, in 
1970, of his own investment management 
business. It thrived, and with a new Unit 
Trust Company, Pembroke, became 

known as Carrington Pembroke. In due 
course it managed portfolios for many 
friends, Trinity Hall and Oxford’s 
Brasenose. When approaching his 60s, 
John and his board decided to find a buyer 
for the business, and ABN Amro were 
successful. This led to John’s early 
retirement, rather than the 3-year earn-out, 
since he could not light up his ubiquitous 
pipe on non-smoking ABN Amro’s 
premises. 
 
Apart from travel, John’s main relaxations 
were flyfishing and horseracing. He had a 
share in a syndicate on the River Test. His 
first racing syndicate was established in 
1969 with Tony Hollingworth (Clare, 1958), 
and over 43 years with the same trainer, 
Peter Makin, he had many winners at 
home and abroad. 
 
John was one of the brightest many of us 
had ever known, a real one-off. Kind, 
argumentative and witty, our lives were 
enriched by knowing him. He had a 
brilliant marriage to Jeanne for over 32 
years. For many of those years he coped 
indomitably with the loss of the use of his 
vocal cords and of an arm. Cancer took 
John away suddenly in July 2022. 
Obituaries appeared in The Telegraph on 
21 August and in The Times on 8 
September 2022. 
 
 
Brian R Hughes (Geography) 
 
Brian Hughes passed away on 13 August 
2022, aged 81, following a short illness.  
From being School Captain of Windsor 
Grammar School (now Windsor Boys), 
Brian arrived at Clare College with the 
matriculation class of 1959. He became a 
generous benefactor of Clare and an 
energetic fundraiser, even into his late 70s. 
This was very much a reflection of the 
fondness he felt for his time at Cambridge, 
from which he graduated with a degree in 
Geography. 
 
Upon leaving Cambridge, Brian went into 
the food industry, in which he was to 
spend his entire career. After starting out 
with Sainsburys and then Kraft, he spent 
the majority of his career at United 
Biscuits, ultimately as Buying Director, 
travelling the world to evaluate supply 
chains and raw products, principally 
cocoa. 
 
In the early 1990s Brian suffered severe 
injuries when a truck driver ploughed into 
the car he was driving. After months of 
reconstructive surgery and rehabilitation in 
hospital, he emerged as phlegmatic as 
ever, with a fully wired jaw, metal plates in 
his head and an entirely new set of teeth! 
A few years later he was approached by 
Dairy Crest to modernise their purchasing 
department, a task he was so successful at 
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implementing that he made his role 
redundant. This propelled him into the 
world of self-employment and, running his 
own company, he began to import Belgian 
chocolates, mustard and vinegar, 
supplying these to the likes of Waitrose 
and Marks & Spencer. 
 
Away from work, he was an avid card 
player, playing bridge on the south-eastern 
circuit for many years. He was also 
passionate about squash, rugby and 
cricket, all of which he played with aplomb 
– most likely motivated by not being an 
especially good loser! 
 
When he reached the sunset of his playing 
days, he went on to be Chairman, and later 
President, of Windsor Victoria Cricket Club, 
pursuing those duties with the same vigour 
and passion with which he had played. As 
is often the case, time once dedicated to 
the cricket pitch gave way to time spent on 
the golf course. He refused to slow down 
into retirement and, when not on the golf 
course, kept himself out of trouble by 
tending to the garden. And not just to the 
one at home! He was extremely generous 
with his time and would exhaust himself 
tending to the grounds of Chobham Golf 
Club and his local church in Horsell, as 
well as those of friends and family. 
 
Brian leaves behind his two children, Lee-
Ann and Philip, three grandchildren and 
his partner of more than 20 years, Hilary. 
He is, and will remain, deeply loved and 
much missed. Should any of Brian’s 
contemporaries wish to make contact with 
the family, they can do so by emailing 
Hilary at h.wilmshurst@gmail.com  
 
 
Colin H Perry (History) 
 
Colin Perry died aged 81, an industrialist 
and champion of small and medium-sized 
business. Born into an avid fox-hunting 
family in Staffordshire, the eldest of four 
sons, Colin attended Winchester College 
and was an Exhibitioner at Clare College 
from 1959 to 1962, where he obtained a 
2:1 in History. He went on to earn an MBA 
at INSEAD, Fontainebleau, France, and 
then chose a career in manufacturing.  
 
His first senior position was as Managing 
Director and Chairman of the Birmingham 
Mint, a position that, building on an interest 
in travel first developed at Cambridge, took 
him all over the world – including to 
communist China in the early 1980s, 
where, to his surprise and delight, he was 
mistaken for the Chairman of the Royal 
Mint and treated to a week of banquets 
and private tours of the treasures of 
Beijing. As Chairman of the CBI West 
Midlands Region, 1984–6, Chairman of the 
CBI SME Council, President of GAMBICA 
and Member of the Financial Reporting 

Council and the Small Business Council, 
he was an effective voice for small and 
medium-sized business. For the latter, he 
undertook the first review and reform of UK 
company law in 40 years.  
 
From 1992 until his death, he was 
Chairman of LTE Scientific, which 
specialised in creating sealed 
environments for the medical profession, 
including companies involved in the 
manufacture of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
Colin remained an intrepid traveller and 
student of history until his death, 
undertaking annual visits with his wife, 
Rebecca, to countries as far flung as Iran, 
Ethiopia, Uzbekistan, Pakistan, Georgia, 
Burma, Bhutan and Libya, indulging a 
fascination for the old Silk Route and early 
Christian civilisations. He married Rebecca 
(nee Barclay) in 1966, who survives him, 
together with a daughter, Georgina, and a 
son, Alexander. 
 
 
Graham ‘Barry’ Taylor (Psychology) 
 
Graham Taylor, who preferred to be called 
'Barry', came up to Clare, aged only 17, 
from Manchester Grammar School, where 
he had been a notable classical scholar. 
Barry took Classics for two sessions and 
then switched to Psychology. He was 
strongly musical and a successful chess 
player.  
 
Leaving in 1963, he became a primary 
school teacher for a few years and then 
'discovered' the teaching of English as a 
foreign language (EFL). He went on to 
teach EFL in England, Greece and 
Sweden.  
 
Upon returning to England, he taught EFL 
at a prestigious business school in the 
North. During his time in Sweden he had 
picked up a good grasp of Swedish. He 
discovered he could earn a better living 
translating for Swedish industries. He 
continued to work in this field for long past 
normal retirement age. He taught himself 
touch-typing and was greatly assisted by 
modern technology, including fax 
machines and emailing. He was able to 
work entirely from home. 
 
Barry died suddenly at home in York on 25 
January 2022. 
 
 
1960 
John Antony ‘Tony’ Carey  
(Natural Sciences) 
 
Tony Carey died suddenly on 18 June 
2022, shortly after his 80th birthday. Tony 
spent most of his adult life living near the 
picturesque village of Enniskerry, having 
been recruited by Guinness Ireland as a 
trainee brewer. 

Tony was born on 6 June1942. He 
attended Clare College from 1960 to 1963, 
reading Chemistry and also taking a great 
interest in all of the natural sciences. He is 
fondly remembered by his College friends, 
particularly those in the 23 Club; he played 
bridge (sometimes all night), hockey, 
tennis and croquet. Tony is remembered 
for his ability to plan and organise 
holidays; he bought a car in Germany for 
£50 and drove to Istanbul with four friends, 
returning via Greece and Italy to Germany, 
where the car sold for £50! In a testament 
to his reputation, the following year he and 
the same group of friends drove across 
America, this time in a school bus. Many 
golf and bridge holidays followed until 
family life took over. Tony married Gillian 
shortly after he joined Guinness and 
settled in Enniskerry, where they raised 
three children, Nicola, Lucy and Jamie.  
 
Tony was drawn to Ireland in a spirit of 
adventure. Guinness recruiters were 
impressed with his ingenuity, and potential 
as a business leader, as well as his 
willingness to play croquet for them! He 
spent 30 years in the company, rising 
rapidly through senior management to 
eventually become Technical Director. He 
was an innovator, obsessed with quality, 
and he played a key role in modernising 
the company. With his colleague Sammy 
Hildebrand, he invented the original design 
for the mechanism for production of 
canned draught Guinness.   
 
An early retirement package in 1995 
allowed Tony to step away from industry to 
pursue another of his interests: 
psychology. He was accepted in Trinity 
College Dublin and completed a 4-year 
Honours degree, followed by a 2-year 
Master’s degree in Counselling 
Psychology. After this, he set up a private 
practice at his home. During this time, Tony 
became a Board Member of the Glencree 
Centre for Peace and Reconciliation. In 
addition, he was instrumental in re-
establishing an oak forest in partnership 
with a tree charity and the forestry service. 
His fascination for trees is evident in his 
own garden, where he established a 
unique arboretum, developed over 50 
years.   
 
Tony was an extraordinary, kind and 
generous man with a wide range of 
unusual interests. His time in Cambridge 
was pivotal, as were his life-long Clare 
College friends. He was a quintessential 
scientist, fascinated by complex questions, 
and he pursued his interest in astronomy, 
archaeology, evolutionary biology, the 
origins of life and medical science. He 
constantly questioned conventional 
thinking and was unafraid to make his 
views known to leading experts in all of 
these fields. His sudden death was a great 
shock to his partner, Loraine, and his close 
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friends. He is sadly missed by all who 
knew and loved him. 
 
Written, with input from Clare College friends, 
by Tony's partner of 26 years, Loraine Fegan 
 
 
Antony M Roberts (Law) 
 
Tony Roberts was born in Birkenhead in 
1939. He attended Birkenhead School, 
became Head of School and captained 
both the hockey and cricket teams. He 
played cricket and tennis for his local club. 
After school he spent a year as Assistant 
d’Anglais at the College de Normandie (a 
private boys’ boarding school near 
Rouen), two terms at Hamburg University 
and a term teaching English at Wirral 
Grammar School.  
 
At Clare he read Law, was on the editorial 
team of Lady Clare, played cricket and 
hockey for the College (famously scoring a 
stunning winning goal in the Cuppers’ final 
in his first year) and also for both University 
2nd XIs. Tony became President of the 
Amalgamated Clubs and the Law Society. 
He was awarded a Mellon Fellowship and, 
while at Yale, he took an MA in 
International Relations, played soccer for 
his college, broadcast on Yale Radio and 
joined the Manuscript Society. 
 
Tony returned to the UK to take up a 
general traineeship at the BBC. After a 
short spell in the World Service radio, he 
moved to television, just as BBC2 and 
colour came in. He worked in the 
Continuing Education Department for the 
next 24 years as a Producer and then 
Senior Producer. He made some 280 
programmes in all, many in series of 6-30, 
on subjects as varied as law, French, 
German, Italian, politics, sociology, 
economics, French cookery, advertising 
and ballroom dancing. Many series were 
accompanied by both books and tapes. 
Sadly, most of the programme tapes have 
not survived.   
 
In 1990 he was given early retirement 
along with many of his fellow BBC 
colleagues. He then set up a company 
making filmed programmes on 
interviewing techniques. He continued 
playing cricket and captained the HAC 1st 
XI for several years. Latterly, he returned to 
golf, taught to him by his parents, who also 
left him with a life-long love of music, 
especially Richard Strauss and Wagner.  
In 1992 Tony was admitted to The Priory 
Hospital, Roehampton, having finally faced 
up to his ‘demon’, alcohol. The counsellors 
in the Addiction Unit soon recognised his 
potential as a future member of staff. And 
so began his second career. He took a 
counselling diploma and spent the next 20 
years as an addiction counsellor back at 
The Priory. He found the dynamics of 

group therapy exciting and deeply 
rewarding. He was a very gregarious man, 
loved to talk and people fascinated him. 
He was very upset when the management 
realised he was over 70 and forced him to 
resign. He continued to see individual 
clients privately for some years.   
 
Tony met his wife, Angela, at a party in 
Memorial Court (where he had the good 
fortune to live for all 3 years) in his first 
term. They married in 1965 and had two 
children, Ben and Clare. He was a member 
of the 23 Club, (23 Clare graduates of ‘63), 
who still meet annually, sometimes at 
Clare, and have thereby maintained life-
long contact with one another and the 
College. He often said, ‘Cambridge 
changed my life.’ 
 
Tony is survived by his wife, children and 
four grandchildren. 
 
 
John C Sadler (Education) 
 
 
1962 
John K Brigg (Medicine) 
 
 
Neil M Worman (Classics)  
 
Neil Worman died suddenly and 
unexpectedly at home on 8 October 2021. 
He came up to Clare in 1962 to read 
Classics, having won an Open Exhibition 
from Felsted School. Neil enjoyed 
Classics, feeling that it could be as much 
‘current’ as ‘ancient’, perhaps first 
developing this sense of the closeness of 
the classical world when he spent time at 
the British School in Athens before coming 
up. It was much in evidence when we 
hitch-hiked around Greece in the summer 
of 1963. He later wrote an appreciation for 
the Classics Faculty, in which he said:  
‘The process of confronting the ancient 
world in all its massive differences from our 
world requires an exercise of the 
imagination and a measure of creativity … 
highly relevant to the world of work.’ Many 
years after leaving Cambridge, he still 
wrote warmly of his teachers in the 
Classical Faculty. 
 
On graduating, Neil joined the Home Civil 
Service as what would now be described  
a fast streamer. He worked mainly in the 
fields of industrial and regional policy. As 
he became more senior, he particularly 
appreciated leading and developing the 
people in his care. While working in 
London in the late 1960s Neil met Dianah, 
a fellow civil servant. They married in 1969 
and had two children, William and Eleanor. 
Neil and Dianah were together for 52 
years. Dianah shared Neil’s love of Greece. 
He and Dianah holidayed there almost 
every year, usually on the island of 

Skiathos, where Neil puzzled and pleased 
many by speaking in Ancient Greek. 
 
Neil enjoyed the outdoor world. Brought 
up on sailing, his love of it never left him, 
even driving him occasionally to compose 
verses on his times afloat. He and Dianah 
sailed their boat in and around Poole 
harbour right up until the time of Neil’s 
untimely death. He played hockey to an 
age beyond that of most mortals and 
chaired his local hockey club in London. 
Neil took a great interest in people. This 
found full expression in his decision, 
following retirement from the Civil Service, 
to take a formal 3-year MSc course in 
Counselling and Psychotherapy at 
Roehampton University. He then worked in 
this field and later taught at the university. 
 
Neil was always good company. He was 
well read, quick-witted and had a ready 
and retentive memory. There were few 
quotations he could not cap, often with a 
distinctive half-suppressed laugh that was 
close to a giggle. Friendships made at 
Clare were in many cases retained to the 
end of his life. He was an enthusiastic 
participant in a group of ten or so Clare 
contemporaries who still meet for lunch a 
couple of times a year (COVID permitting), 
and in whose company the years rolled 
easily back nearly 60 years to our time 
together at College. Neil is much missed 
by his family and his many friends. 
 
Dick Doidge-Harrison 
 
 
1963 
Jeremy N Chapple  
(Chemical Engineering) 
 
 
Michael S Spring (Crystallography) 
 
 
1964 
David M Baldock (Natural Sciences) 
 
 
1965 
J Rory Day (English) 
 
Dr Rory Day was born on 23 November 
1946 in Maidenhead, Berkshire, and died 
on 10 November 2020 in Chalford, 
Gloucestershire. Rory attended Rugby 
School (c. 1960–5), where he met best 
friends Rob Higgins and Dr Ben Charnaud 
from Cornwall. Confirmed together in 
Rugby School Chapel, aged 15, by the 
Bishop of Coventry, they lost their faith 
when studying evolution! Rory went on to 
Clare College, Cambridge, to read 
Medicine but gave it up to study English – 
as part of a 1960s rebellion against 
everything that the older generation 
espoused. Having obtained a degree in 
English, he travelled to America for a PhD 

Clare review 5 DONORS v8.qxp_Layout 1  30/11/2022  10:30  Page 70



71Clare Review 2021–22

with Professor Rousseau at UCLA, where 
he regained his faith but cut short his 
academic prospects. Instead, he taught 
English in a tough environment in Venice, 
California, then flew to Bangladesh to work 
for the Church of Bangladesh as a 
volunteer relief worker following their 
devastating cyclone. ICRC director Michel 
Zufferey arranged for Rory to work with 
Sister Celine at his childcare centre. 
 
Dr Tom Ryan, retired boss of a family 
drugs firm in Bangladesh, persuaded Rory 
to return to Cambridge to finish his medical 
degree and wrote on his behalf to secure 
an interview at Barts (1972). He travelled 
over land in August 1973 from 
Bangladesh, through Afghanistan, Iran and 
Turkey, making it to the interview in the 
nick of time. Rory spent a year at 
Cambridge before going on to Barts. 
‘Being a Christian was not an easy thing in 
those days (1974/77).’ He qualified at 
Cambridge, ‘thanks to the love and care of 
my wife Christine who paid for me to re-sit 
my exams!’ 
 
From 1984 to 1987, Dr Day took his family 
to Brunei (Borneo), where he worked as a 
hospital doctor in Banda Seri Begawan for 
the Sultan of Brunei. Returning to England 
in 1987, he worked for the Army as a 
Medical Officer at The Princess Marina 
College, Arborfield, for 3 years, then as a 
locum doctor in and around Swindon, 
including a job setting up the NHS out-of-
hours service for Gloucestershire, and as a 
locum doctor at Cirencester Hospital.   
Rory is survived by his artist wife, Christine, 
twin sons, Anthony and Graham, brother, 
Stephen, in Washington DC, and sister, 
Zoe Stoney. He wrote multiple poems and 
four unpublished novels, and he had an 
abiding interest in helping others less 
fortunate in life. 
 
 
Tom Scott (History) 
 
 
1966 
Koleade ‘Kole’ A Abayomi (Law) 
 
Dr Kole Abayomi passed away on 2 April 
2020 in London from complications arising 
from COVID-19. Kole Abayomi (SAN) was 
born in Lagos on 20 August 1940. He was 
educated at the CMS Grammar School 
and King’s College, both in Lagos. He 
studied Law at the University of Durham 
and graduated with LLB Hons. Thereafter, 
he proceeded to the Nigerian Law School 
for the vocational practical training course 
in October 1965. He was called to the 
Nigerian Bar in 1966. 
 
Kole was awarded the Commonwealth 
Scholarship in October 1966 for 
postgraduate studies in Law at Clare 
College, Cambridge. He obtained the 

postgraduate degree of LLB (now LLM) at 
Clare College in 1967 and a PhD from 
Cambridge in 1970. He was also a Scholar 
at Clare College and Commonwealth 
Scholar, the University of Cambridge. 
Dr Abayomi returned to Nigeria in 1970 to 
begin a lecturing career at the Council of 
Legal Education, Nigerian Law School. He 
was first engaged as Lecturer Grade II and 
later became Secretary to the Council of 
Legal Education and Director of 
Administration from 1999 to 2001. In 2001 
he was appointed Deputy Director-General 
and Head of Lagos Campus of the 
Nigerian Law School, and he became 
Director-General of the school in 
November 2004. 
 
Dr Abayomi was a Member of the Nigeria 
Constitution Drafting Committee, 1975–6; 
Vice-Chairman of the Nigerian Enterprises 
Promotion Board, 1976–9; Vice-Chairman of 
the Lagos State-owned Ibile Property 
Corporation, 1976–9; and Chairman,  
Lagos State Ibile Holdings, 1991–2. 
He was a Member of the Nigerian Bar 
Association and of the Board of Directors of 
the International Society for the Reform of 
Criminal Law; Co-founder/President, Nigeria 
Society for Legal Research and 
Development; and Member, National 
Committee on Law and Administration in 
Nigeria (1981). He was a Member of the 
Metropolitan Club, Ikoyi Club, Lagos Dining 
Club and Lagos Luncheon Club, all in Lagos. 
 
Dr Abayomi was conferred with a 
Chieftaincy title, 'Otun Iba Isale of Lagos', 
by His Royal Highness Oba Adeyinka 
Oyekan II, the Oba of Lagos in 1979. His 
Royal Highness Oba Rilwan Akiolu made 
him the 'Baba Isale' of Lagos in 2005. 
Because of his immense contribution to 
the profession and his excellence in 
academia, Dr Abayomi was conferred with 
the rank of Senior Advocate of Nigeria 
(SAN) in 2005. Not long after, he was 
decorated with National Honours as an 
Officer of the Order of the Niger (OON) by 
His Excellency, the President of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, Chief Olusegun 
Obasanjo, in December 2005. 
He retired from public service as Director-
General of the Nigeria Law School in 
November 2005. Being a Senior Advocate 
of Nigeria, and because of his love for the 
legal profession, Kole decided to go into 
private legal practice. 
 
His legal publications include: Wills, Laws 
and Practice, Mbeyi, Lagos 2004; 
Concepts and Characteristics of Wills in 
Law of Wills in Nigeria 2001; contribution in 
FRA Williams Through The cases, 2001; 
Students Handbook on Legal Drafting and 
Conveyancing for Students at the Law 
School, (chief contributor), 2001.  
 
He is survived by his wife, six children, 
grandchildren and a great-grandchild. 

Keith H Ray (Mechanical Sciences) 
 
Keith Ray, a Doctor of Engineering, 
Director at Mars, author and infuriatingly 
correct pedant, passed away in April 2022. 
He battled with cancer for 2 years, 
struggling through the pandemic with the 
same quiet determination that was his 
trademark in life. He never grumbled, 
instead preferring to laugh, to share his 
warmth, conversation and time with others. 
  
Keith was at Clare from 1966 to 1969, 
securing a scholarship after his first year. 
He gave several more years to Cambridge 
and in return the city repaid him with a 
PhD, lifelong friends and a soulmate in his 
wife, Teresa. His son, Marcus, came along 
in December 1977 and his grandson, 
Casper, arrived in June 2019. He was, and 
will remain, a warm, generous and proud 
presence in both of their lives.  
 
Keith spent the majority of his career with 
Mars as a Management Consultant working 
across all the lines of business. As an 
example of what that entails, if ever you’ve 
enjoyed a Bounty/Mars/Twix ice cream, you 
basically have Keith to thank for bringing 
them to the UK in the 1990s. 
 
Outside work Keith was an illustrator and 
author. First contributing cartoons to the 
Chronicle and Echo newspaper in 
Northampton, he went on to write and 
illustrate his first book, The Extremely 
Serious Guide to Fitness & Health. 
Published in 1985, he would knock out a 
further 11 books in the Extremely Serious 
franchise.  
 
Latterly, Keith was a Trustee at Relate, 
Business Editor at China Eye and long-
standing columnist at The Marine 
Engineers Review, and he published 
several books exploring the history of cars 
and planes – reflecting a lifelong 
fascination with all things mechanical and 
the people behind them. As he went 
through chemotherapy, he saw his final 
work published, The Straight Eight Engine, 
a hefty coffee-table book and the first 
comprehensive volume ever to be 
published on this seminal motor. 
 
In what would sadly turn out to be the final 
weekend before he passed, Keith returned 
to Cambridge to tour the streets and 
haunts that had set him on his way. 
There’s a harmony that won’t be lost on 
you that the last photos of Keith are of him 
standing with his family in Clare College 
and the Chapel where he and Teresa were 
wed nearly 50 years ago.    
 
In closing, we want to share a simple thing 
that gave Keith great pride. Several years 
ago, The Daily Telegraph chose to publish 
a letter of his; his missive pointed out that 
the diesel engine was invented not by 
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Rudolph Diesel but by an uncelebrated 
English engineer, Herbert Akroyd Stuart. It 
was an injustice and pet peeve that he 
would repeat many times over the years, 
much to our amusement. Which is why we 
honour your memory, your warmth and 
your wonderful pedantry by sharing this 
fact with your peers, one final time in your 
name.  
 
 
1967 
Michael Y Holdsworth  
(Modern & Medieval Languages) 
 
 
1969 
Tak Hong Lee CBE MD ScD  
(Medical Sciences) 
 
 
1972 
Peter L Wyke (Medical Sciences) 
 
 
1974 
Eric C White (English) 
 
After taking his BA in English at Columbia 
University, Professor Eric White attended 
Clare College on a Columbia University 
Kellett Fellowship and finished his Master’s 
in English in 1976. He then received his 
PhD in Rhetoric from the University of 
California at Berkeley, where he studied 
literary theory and British, French, and 
German modernism, as well as rhetoric.  

 Eric taught English literature for a year at 
Beihang University, Beijing, accepted an 
Assistant Professorship at the University of 
Colorado at Boulder and was later hired as 
an Associate Professor at the University of 
California at Santa Barbara. He returned to 
CU Boulder in 1993 and finished his 
academic career there. At CU Boulder he 
served as Director of Graduate Studies 
and Associate Chair of the English 
Department, and as Chair of the 
Department of Comparative Literature and 
Humanities. His fellowships included a 
Faculty Fellowship at the Cornell University 
Society for the Humanities and an NEH 
Summer Fellowship at the Harvard 
Summer Institute for the Study of Avant-
gardes. Eric taught literary theory, literature 
and science, film studies, British and Irish 
modernism, and popular culture studies. 
His favourite courses were his seminars 
‘Literature of the Fantastic: Imagination 
and Metamorphosis’ and ‘Phantasmagoria 
and the Psychic Life of the City’.   
 
In 1987 Eric published Kaironomia: On the 
Will-to-Invent (Cornell University Press). 
Later publications include articles on 
narrative theory, surrealism, film, science 
fiction, chaos theory, evolutionary biology 
and fantastic literature.   
 
During his lifetime Eric travelled extensively 
in the British Isles, especially England, 
where his mother grew up; continental 
Europe; East Asia, especially China; and 
North America. He particularly loved 

Hawaii, which he visited as often as he 
could, and the mountains above Boulder, 
where he lived for more than 2 decades. 
He was a friend of the red foxes, the 
chickadees, the elk, the pine squirrels, the 
moose and the hummingbirds. He always 
shared living quarters with at least one 
house cat. Eric’s survivors include his wife, 
Kelly Hurley; and his sister and her family, 
Valerie, John, and Zachary Brady.   
 
 
1977 
Sara C M Morgan (Law) 
 
 
1978 
Nicholas A Redman (Law) 
 
 
1979 
Marcelle Seabourne (Modern 
Languages) 
 
 
1987 
Richard Viney (Law)  
 
 
Erratum  
We apologise and seek to correct that in 
issue 4 of the Review, Ronald V Singer 
(1967) was incorrectly named as Ronald  
V Slinger. 
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