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EDITORIAL 
 

 We respectfully remember two Felllows who have died in the 
academic year.  We then proceed to College News, where there is 
much success and commendation.  The Master and Fellows list 
takes an informal style, in case that provides a helpful route to the 
name of someone you meet at a College event. 
 There is a good report on benefactions, and also a report on 
Clare’s expanding effort on access and outreach to possible sources 
of good candidates for future admission to the College. 
 Four pieces of individual writing are offered in the hope of 
providing a kernel of novel interest to our readers.  Alumni who 
have recollections or travel experiences that might similarly appear 
in future issues are encouraged to offer them to the Editor. 
 The ‘Old Clare’ News is now very nearly split into death notices 
at the senior end and congratulations at the more youthful end.  
There are some inspiring stories in the Obituaries section. 
 
 This is my 20th issue, and I must consider whether there will be 
more.  I shall try to assist in some continuation of the series, but my 
difficulty lies in finding time in the face of the increasing 
competition from time spent on maintenance of my home and 
health.  There is also perennially the problem of deadlines, which 
some contributors of copy treat as a target, and some then miss.  
December also involves preparations for the festive season. 
 In this situation, there may be reason to simplify features of the 
Annual which take a lot of time to produce in the present form.  The 
‘Old Clare’ News is one such feature.  If readers have views on 
what elements of the Annual are most useful (or least useful), I 
would be interested to hear from them. 
 
      Peter Knewstubb (1950) 
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Sir BOB ALEXANDER HEPPLE 
 
Sir BOB HEPPLE was a Fellow of Clare from 1968 to 1976, Master 
of the College from 1993 to 2003 and then Emeritus Fellow until 
his death after a short illness on 20 August 2015 aged 81.  Born in 
Johannesburg in 1934, he was the son of a trade unionist who 
became the leader of the South African Labour Party.  Hepple 
studied Law at the University of the Witwatersrand where he 
lectured after graduation, and was admitted as an advocate at the 
Johannesburg Bar in 1962.  He arrived in Britain in 1963 as a 
refugee from the tyrannical regime in South Africa, having been 
detained in solitary confinement awaiting trial for his role in the 
struggle against apartheid and after a daring escape across the 
border into Botswana and thence to England. 

   Hepple’s part in the campaign for a free and democratic South 
Africa was recounted vividly and with characteristic modesty in his 
book, Young Man with a Red Tie: a Memoir of Mandela and the 
Failed Revolution 1960-1963, published in 2013.  After the 
transformation of South Africa and the election in 1994 of President 
Mandela – mentor and comrade of Hepple in the time of oppression 
and resistance – he was able to make return visits to South Africa 
and help to establish a law of employment appropriate to the 
conditions of the liberated country.  In 2014 he was awarded the 
Order of Luthuli Gold Medal, which is conferred for “exceptional 
contribution to the struggle for democracy and human rights, 
nation-building, peace and conflict resolution”. 

   Once settled in Britain, Hepple resumed, with equal ardour and 
dedication, both his academic endeavours (in legal research and 
teaching) and his commitment to the ideals of social justice and 
equality.  After post-graduate study in labour law at Clare, Hepple 
became a lecturer in the University of Nottingham and was called to 
the Bar at Gray’s Inn.  In 1968 he was appointed to a lectureship in 
the Cambridge Law Faculty and elected as a Fellow of Clare.  From 
1976 he pursued his academic career in the University of Kent and 
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then in University College London, where he became Dean and 
Professor of English Law.  He was reclaimed by Clare in 1992 in 
his election as a Fellow, and the following year saw his election as 
Master of the College.  (see page 4) 

   Hepple’s research and teaching were primarily focussed on labour 
law and labour relations: he brought a fresh impetus to these fields 
of study in Cambridge, and his writings, as well as his work for the 
International Labour Organisation, ensured his recognition as a 
scholar of international standing.  Hepple was aware that his 
adopted country was not free from the blight of racial prejudice and 
discrimination and that its laws, while not positively supportive of 
these ills of the social system, were at best neutral and ineffective in 
response to them.  In 1968 he wrote his pioneering study, Race, 
Jobs and the Law in Britain.  His thorough research demonstrated 
the extent of racial discrimination in employment, and the 
arguments he advanced were informed by his conviction that the 
law was “capable of acting as an instrument of social change” and 
could help to bring about an improvement in race relations and 
equality.  Hepple’s conception of law was not as something 
repressive and controlling but as having a creative and enabling role 
in society.  Throughout his career he engaged with questions of the 
province, limits and possibilities of law and legislation, in a spirit of 
hopefulness tempered by realism. 

   An early major work, Individual Employment Law, initially with 
his great friend Paul O’Higgins as co-author, came out in 1971 and 
ran into four editions.  Also in 1971, again with Paul O’Higgins as 
co-author, there appeared his ground-breaking study, Public 
Employee Trade Unionism in the United Kingdom.  Then in 1977 
came another notable work, with Sandra Fredman: Labour Law and 
Industrial Relations in Great Britain. 

   Hepple was insistent that labour law should be founded on 
principles of social justice, equality and human rights.  The goal of 
labour law, he said in a lecture given in 2002, should be to realise 
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“the substantive freedoms that individuals need in order to survive 
and prosper, including freedom to pursue education and training and 
a career of their own choosing, freedom of association and freedom 
to participate in economic and political decision-making that affects 
their lives as well as the capacity to obtain decent work”. 

   The compelling and intractable goal of social equality was always 
central to Hepple’s work.  As he wrote in his study of equality law 
in 2010, law should be used “as a means of changing entrenched 
attitudes, behaviour and institutions in order to secure the 
fundamental human right to equality”.  While Hepple was Master of 
Clare, he – together with Mary Coussey and Tufyal Choudhury – 
carried out an Independent Review of the Enforcement of Anti-
Discrimination Legislation in the United Kingdom, which reported 
in 2000 and bore fruit in the Equality Act of 2010, itself the subject 
of authoritative analysis by Hepple in Equality:the New Legal 
Framework in 2011. 

   In all his work Hepple took a comprehensive view, alert to 
challenges, innovations and solutions in European countries and 
indeed globally, not forgetting the experience of the new South 
Africa in labour standards and legislation. A remarkable 
comparative study was The Making of Labour Law in Europe, 
produced under Hepple’s guidance and editorship in 1986, of which 
the purpose, as he set it out in the Preface, was “to explain the 
origins of, and the relationship between, the labour laws of nine 
European countries…from the beginning of the industrial revolution 
until 1945”.  Further comparative studies by Hepple or edited by 
him were to follow, such as Social and Labour Rights in a Global 
Context in 2002 and Labour Laws and Global Trade in 2004, works 
that made – as Silvana Sciarra has written – “an enduring 
contribution to the European and comparative debate”. 

   Hepple’s interests extended to mainstream Common Law, in 
particular the law of tort, and the book that he wrote with Martin 
Matthews, Tort: Cases and Materials, was notable for its broad 
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‘socio-legal and contextual approach’ in a subject normally 
confined within the limits of dogmatic ‘lawyer’s law’. 

  [In 2004, Hepple was knighted for his services to legal studies.   In 
his retirement his energy and productivity were unflagging.  
Consistency and wholeness characterised all his work.  Throughout 
a busy life and demanding responsibilities he was invariably helpful 
and generous to other scholars: his influence has been far-reaching 
and profound. 

   Hepple’s career was remarkable for his many outstanding 
contributions to public service, as in his chairmanship of industrial 
tribunals, membership of the Lord Chancellor’s Advisory 
Committee on Legal Education and Conduct and as Chairman of the 
Nuffield Council on Bioethics. 

   As Master of Clare, Hepple was markedly concerned for the 
welfare of students and staff of the College, the encouragement of 
students from state schools to apply to Clare and the fostering of the 
admission of women to the Fellowship and to senior office in the 
College.  Clare music and musicians benefited greatly from his 
enthusiastic support. 

   Hepple’s integrity, warm-heartedness and wise leadership won the 
respect and affection of the whole Fellowship.  
 
      C.C. Turpin (1961) 
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Illus 2  Dr Malcolm Mitchinson 
 
Dr MALCOLM JAMES (Mitch) MITCHINSON, Emeritus Fellow 
and University Reader sadly passed away on 13th October 2015, a 
few days short of his 80th birthday.  He taught many medical and 
natural science students at Clare between 1966 and 1990.   Mitch 
read medicine at Queens’ College Cambridge and took BChir in 
1960 and the MD in 1969.  In 1966 he was elected to a Fellowship 
at Clare, and was director of studies in Pathology for over 20 years.  
He was an academic pathologist, combining research and teaching 
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with a commitment to NHS service, and he became Deputy Head of 
the University Department of Pathology, probably the largest 
biological science department.  

 His research interest was atherosclerosis, ‘hardening of the 
arteries’, the still poorly-understood process by which deposition of 
lipid, cells and fibres in the walls of arteries leads to cardiovascular 
disease such as heart attacks, strokes, impaired circulation to the 
lower limbs, and aneurysms.  He made important contributions, 
notably demonstrating that the ‘foam cells’ characteristic of 
atherosclerotic plaques were macrophages and not, as had 
previously been thought, smooth muscle cells.  This was important, 
since these cells (which have a variety of important functions, 
scavenging debris, fighting infection and in the generation of 
immunity) seem to be at the heart of the process.  

 Mitch was an influential and supportive senior colleague, 
playing a leading role in teaching in the department and running a 
small research group looking at macrophages and lipid oxidation in 
atherosclerosis.  His teaching was always focused, effective and 
memorable.  One of his pupils recalls the reaction of the IB class in 
1974 when he taught the cleaning up and repair processes that 
follow inflammation.  He introduced the subject with a story that 
the Path Lab had been badly damaged by fire and all were expected 
to do their part in clearing up the mess and getting things running 
again.  Many of the students were taken in and keen to roll up their 
sleeves.  Among other things he put together a successful textbook 
of the Department’s IB course, Essentials of Pathology (Blackwells, 
1995).  

 Mitch was married to Jeanne Arno, also a Lecturer in Pathology 
and fellow of Trinity Hall.  In retirement they moved to 
Gloucestershire.   

      P.A. Edwards (1991) 
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COLLEGE NEWS 
 

FELLOWS 
 

We greatly regret the very sad news that, on the night of 20.8.2015, 
Profesor Sir Bob Hepple died of pancreatic cancer.  This had been 
diagnosed only a short time before his death, and he passed away at 
home peacefully, with his family by his side.  An obituary is on 
page 5. 
 Much more welcome news lies in recording more promotions of 
Fellows.  Professorships are awarded to Mr David Howarth, Dr 
Anna Philpott and Dr Andrew Preston.   Also, Dr Robert 
Semple is promoted to Reader.   
 Among thirteen Pilkington prizes for excellence in teaching in 
the University, two Clare Fellows are recipients; Dr Jim 
Woodhouse (for engineering) and Dr Edgar Turner (for 
Bioological Sciences).  Dr Turner is also appointed as University 
Lecturer and Curator of Insects in the Dept of Zoology.   
 Dr Douglas Hedley has been awarded a major AHRC grant for 
‘The Cambridge Platonists at the origins of Enlightenment: texts, 
debates and reception (1650-1730)’.  The project is shared with the 
Univ. of Bristol and runs for three years from 1,8,2016. 
Congratulations are accorded to all of those mentioned. 
 
 As you will all be aware, our Dean, Greg Seach, left Clare at the 
end of the Michaelmas term to take up the post of Warden of 
Wollaston College in Western Australia.  As is noted elsewhere in 
this issue, we have now appointed the Rev'd Dr Jamie Hawkey, who 
was formerly based at Westminster Abbey.  Unusually, the total 
number of Fellows plus Bye Fellows has decreased for the coming 
academic year.  Nine Fellows of the year 2014-15 do not continue:- 
 
 The resignation of the Rev’d Gregory Seach received comment 
in the previous issue of the Annual.   
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 The Steward, Mr Mike Petty. has resigned his fellowship, as 
noted in Staff News. 
 Dr Rory Naismith has left to take up a post at King’s College, 
London as Lecturer in Early Medieval British History. 
 Dr Charles Melnyk came to the end of his Research Fellowship, 
but remains in Cambridge working at the Sainsbury Laboratory, and 
assisting Clare as a CRA. 
 Dr Martin Smith has taken up a Lectureship in Palaeontology at 
Durham University. 
 Dr Florence Sutcliffe-Braithwaite will move to University 
College, London, taking a Lectureship in 20th century British 
History. 
 Dr Jessica Goodman will move to St. Catherine’s College, 
Oxford, and will be a Tutorial Fellow in French, as well as an 
Associate Professor in the Faculty of Modern Languages 
 Dr Nicholas Zammit will be going to the University of Warwick 
to take up a post of Senior Teaching Fellow (Economics).  This 
follows the approach of the Economics Department to him, 
although Nicholas’ contract still had one more year to run at 
Cambridge. 
 Dr David Essex, after his one-year appointment in Clare, returns 
to Trinity College 
 Also, Prof J Ostriker has resigned his Bye-Fellowship. 
 
 This leaves a total of 138 Fellows and Bye Fellows from the 
past academic year, to which we add 6 new Fellows, who are now 
introduced individually:- 
 
 Dr David Chambers is Reader in Finance and a Keynes Fellow 
at Judge Business School, Cambridge University.  His research 
interests span asset management and financial history and he has 
published in the Journal of Finance, the Journal of Financial and 
Quantitative Analysis, the Journal of Economic Perspectives, the 
Journal of Economic History, the Economic History Review and 
Explorations in Economic History as well as the Financial Analysts 
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Journal and the Journal of Portfolio Management.  
His research has been cited in the Financial 
Times, Wall Street Journal, The Economist and 
Nikkei Shimbun and covered by the BBC and 
Bloomberg TV.  He directs the Centre for 
Endowment Asset Management at Judge 
Business School, which conducts research into 
long horizon investing.  He also sits on the 
Editorial Board of the Financial Analysts Journal.   

 Prior to returning to full-time education in 2001, Dr Chambers 
worked for 20 years in investment banking at Barings, Hotchkis & 
Wiley and Merrill Lynch where he gained experience in asset 
management, mergers and acquisitions and venture capital in 
Europe, Japan and the United States.  He has a PPE degree from 
Corpus Christi College, Oxford and a PhD from the LSE.  He serves 
as a member of the Finance and Investment Committees at Clare 
College. 
 Mr Benjamin Slingo was educated at Peterhouse, Cambridge 

and undertook his graduate studies at St John's 
College, before being elected a Junior Research 
Fellow at Clare in 2015.  His current research 
treats the ideas of law, power and freedom 
developed by Dominican and Jesuit theologians 
in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries--and 
how their ideas contributed to or interacted more 
explosively with some of the great themes of 
early modern political thought, including the 

republicanism, resistance theory and the divine right of kings.  
During his time at Clare he hopes to turn his thesis on this subject 
into a book, and to begin a new project:- some of the same 
scholastic lines of thinking persisted into the eighteenth century, but 
in ways so far little acknowledged or understood.  Outside his 
strictly academic work Mr Slingo has interests in opera, the fiction 
of Henry James, and rococo painting.' 
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 Dr Thomas Schindler joined Clare as a Junior Research Fellow 
in October 2015.  He received a Masters degree 
in Logic and Philosophy of Science from the 
LMU Munich with a thesis on completeness 
proofs in second-order modal logic.  After that he 
was a Teaching Assistant and Doctoral Fellow at 
the Munich Centre for Mathematical Philosophy 
at the LMU, where he obtained a PhD in 
Philosophy with a thesis on formal theories of 

truth, semantic paradoxes and self-reference.  During his time there, 
he received grants to spend time as a Visiting Fellow at the 
University of Buenos Aires and the Tilburg Centre for Logic, 
Philosophy of Science and General Ethics. 
 His current research interests revolve around the foundations 
and philosophy of logic and mathematics.  On the technical level, he 
is interested in the connections between set theory, higher-order 
quantification, and type-free theories of truth and classes.  On the 
philosophical level, he is interested in the relations between 
deflationism (the thesis that truth is not a real property) and 
logicism (the thesis that mathematics is reducible to logic). 
 In his spare time he likes to read poetry and draw comics, 
amongst other things. 
 Jorge E. Viñuales is the Harold Samuel Professor of Law and 

Environmental Policy and the Director of the 
Cambridge Centre for Environment, Energy and 
Natural Resource Governance (C-EENRG).  Jorge 
is interested in law as a technology to govern social 
transformation processes, such as the climate 
change-led transition to a low carbon industrial 
matrix, or the water and population-led 
transformation of food production systems.  Jorge 
was educated in France (PhD Sciences Po Paris), 

the United States (LLM Harvard), Switzerland (MA, BA, IHUEI; MA, 
BA, Geneva; LLB, Freiburg) and Argentina (LLB, UNICEN). His 
mother tongue is Spanish and he is fluent in French, English and Italian. 
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 The Rev’d Dr Jamie Hawkey writes ‘I arrived at Clare at the 
beginning of September, having been Precentor 
of Westminster Abbey immediately beforehand, 
effectively responsible for the rich and diverse 
liturgical life of the Abbey.  Prior to my five 
years in central London, I was a curate in inner-
city Portsmouth, having trained at Westcott 
House here in Cambridge and having read for 
degrees at Girton and Selwyn Colleges.  Most of 
my academic work in recent years has been in 

ecumenical theology and ecclesiology, particularly looking at 
questions of Anglican identity and issues relating to communion, 
although I am also currently co-editing a forthcoming book on 
theology and music. My future writing plans include a potential 
book on ecumenical personalities, as well as more ecclesiological 
work for the two international theological dialogues on which I 
serve.  I have relished immersing myself in life at Clare so far, 
trying to get to know the whole College community and hoping to 
ensure that the life of the Chapel reaches out to the widest variety of 
students, fellows and staff. It is a real joy to be part of such a vibrant 
and friendly academic institution’. 
 Dr David Labonte has been part of the graduate community at 

Clare for four years, in the last of which he was 
the Denman-Baynes Senior Research Student.  
He has now completed his PhD thesis on the 
Biomechanics of controllable attachment in 
insects, and has been elected as an official 
Fellow.  He has moved to the Engineering 
Department, where he will work on wear and 
fracture resistance of biological materials. 
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HONORARY FELLOWS 
 

 An iconic building in Cambridge was named this month after 
one of our more famous alumni, Sir David Attenborough, in 
recognition of his pioneering work in bringing the wonders of the 
natural world to our television screens.  The building is located on 
the University’s New Museum Site and is currently undergoing a 
major refurbishment.  On completion the building will provide a 
central location for the partners in the Cambridge Conservation 
Initiative, a unique collaboration between the University,  a number 
of local conservation organisations and the Museum of Zoology. 
 During his visit Sir David had lunch in College hosted by the 
Master, Lord Grabiner QC, along with various Clare undergraduates 
reading Natural Science and postgraduates undertaking research in 
Zoology and Plant Sciences. 
 The Cambridge Conservation Initiative space will house over 
500 academics, practitioners and students from the University and 
its CCI partner organisations. 
 Some alert musician noted that, during the summer of 2015, 
John Rutter celebrated his 70th birthday.  His many friends at Clare 
decided that they also would like to mark the event, and on a 
Sunday in October surprised him with a carefully-prepared concert 
in the Music School auditorium, followed by teatime refreshment 
and a special selection of music for Evensong. 
 

FORMER FELLOWS AND VISITORS 
 

 The Eric Lane Fellow for 2014-15 was with 
us in the Lent term.  He is Andy Carl, founder 
and executive director of Conciliation Resources, 
a non-governmental organisation based in 
London, working in the field of peace building.  
Andy has helped in peace building and training 
governmental and local civil society groups in 
countries like Fiji, Uganda, South Sudan, India, 
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Ethiopia and Sri Lanka, and most recently has helped to coach the 
Kenyan government's facilitation team.  He used his time at Clare to 
reflect and write on some of the major challenges facing the field, 
especially on the role of non-governmental groups, and on dialogue 
with armed political groups. 
 

GRADUATE STUDENTS 
 

The MCR president writes:  

 Progressiveness is the strength of Clare College. Within its 
beautiful walls Clare has undergone a long history of change.  

 Among the most significant changes of the past hundred years is 
the growing number of postgraduate students. The movement to 
form postgraduate-only Colleges in the 1960s and 70s, was the first 
sign that the desire for higher qualifications would radically change 
the nature of Cambridge University. In addition to establishing 
Clare Hall, Clare College contributed to this shift by accepting an 
ever increasing number of postgraduates. While in the year 2000 
about fifty students were newly admitted, today that number 
exceeds one hundred every year. 

 The former Latimer Room of the College was given to 
accommodate this society in the heart of Old Court, named the 
Middle Common Room (MCR). Out of great gratitude for this and 
other provisions granted by the Master and Fellows, we have 
become a strong ally to the administration for social activities and 
student welfare. We have evolved towards a professional 
organisation, which runs a fine bar, organises free sports events and 
provides for a number of community events. 

 This progressive transformation of our society is reflected in the 
new MCR constitution. The document follows the tradition of 
previous constitutions from 1982, 1996, 2003 and 2010, but it is 
also a brave text which strengthens the inclusive and democratic 
nature of our MCR.  Our Graduates today bring cultural diversity 
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and global knowledge to Clare. They bring opportunities to share 
extraordinary experiences. They create lifelong friendships across 
continents. The new MCR constitution values their resources for the 
purpose of communal inclusiveness and it emphasises a democratic 
spirit applicable to all our members.  

 Clare MCR is proud to be indispensable to Clare College today 
and it is with great thanks to the Master and Fellows that we 
celebrate this constitution. 

    Anne Henow MCR President 2015-2016 

 
COLLEGE PRIZES 

 
 Here we again restore an item which appeared in the earliest 
issues of the Clare Association Annual, with a report that named 
College Prizes were awarded for the academic year as follows:- 
 
  PRIZE  given for     RECIPIENT(S) 
 Perret Arch & Anth E.J.Warner 
  or Asian & Middle Eastern Studies 
 Chibnall Biochemistry A.Lightowlers 
 David Hartley Computer Sciences I.R.Dunn 
 Christopher McCann 
  Economics A.C.E.Popescue 
 Paine Economics L.J.Denne 
 Davies Economics F.W.T.Law 
 Pressed Steel Engineering (Year4)  Henry McAleer 
   (Year3)  R.Andrews, J.Emborg, 
    D.Saunders 
   (2) A.Araya-Williams, T.Broughton, 
    D.Kristek, A.McDonald, L.Tate 
   (1)  J.P.Henderson, J.L.K.M.Jami, 
    G.M.Steele 
 Philippa Holmes Memorial  
  Geography S.Linton 
 Prust History J.R.Shah 
 Allan History G.B.Morris 
 Milon Banerji Law L.G.Evans 
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 William Senior Law L.Salmon 
 Godwin Life Sciences N.Lonsdale, Hugo Poppelwell 
 Amiya Banergi Mathematics S.Wang 
 Harry Paten Mathematics R.A.R.Elliott 
 William Butler Medical Sciences M.J.Sliney 
 Gordon Wright Medicine A.C.Magrill 
 Mallinson Modern Languages C.R.H.Littlewood 
 Royalton Kisch Music H.Jenkinson 
 Murgoci Physics N.Cheewaruangroj 
 Horne Physical Sciences J.Bird, P.Brookes, M.Butler, 
    J.Hughes, J.Kirklin, M.J.R.Knox, 
    B.Y.Mok, D.J.Pritchard,   
    D.Schroder, E.Silvester,  
    R.Sood, J.J.Taylor-West,   
    C.W.Thom, N.A.Wijers,  
    N.M.Wilkins, J.Williams 
 Stephens Theology not awarded 
 Bauckham Theology M.A.T.Grovestock 
 Robins further research J.Tibbetts 
 Lester Brough College Music M.D.Jorysz 
 Lady Clare Humanities H.Blythe 
      Precious Pearl      or Social Sci.  
 Lady Clare for Exceptional C.E.Thakker 
      Precious Pearl      achievement 
 Greene Medal pietatis causa R.S.R.Wilson 
 Greene Medal general learning R.A.R.Elliott 
 Richard Gooder creativity (arts) J.Osborn 
 John Northam poetry&prose Hugo Popplewell 
 Duncan Robinson art C.L.Parker 
 
In addition to those awarded named prizes, there were 58 students 
gaining a first class or equivalent in the examinations. 
 
It is likely to be noticed by alumni that new prizes have been 
established quite recently.  Those which have been added to the list 
of named prizes since the list for June 2011 are:- 
 
  PRIZE      awarded for      

Milon Banerji Law Prize     for the best result in Law IA or IB 
 given by Mr Gourab K Banerji 
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Hartley Prize       for the best result in any part of the Computer  
     Science Tripos 
 given by Dr David Hartley (1956, Fellow in 1986), Secretary of the Alumni  
  Council 
Philippa Holmes Memorial Prize for the best final year dissertation in Geography 
 given by Philippa’s parents 
 

CHAPEL AND CHAPEL CHOIR 
 

 The 2014 Clare College Carol Composition Competition was 
won by first year Music student and Choral Scholar, Leo 
Popplewell.   All five entries submitted this year were of a very high 
quality, each showing some originality in their setting of the Lux 
fulgebit text.   Leo Popplewell's winning composition was included 
in the College's Advent Carols Services on Saturday and Sunday at 
the end of November in the College Chapel.  After the season of 
Advent, the Very Revd Peter Judd, as Acting Dean, writes:-   (see 
Illus 3, page 41) 

 Having been Chaplain of Clare from 1976–1981, and then 
Acting Dean and Fellow in 1981 (when the Dean Dr Arthur 
Peacocke was on sabbatical leave), it was an unexpected pleasure in 
retirement to fill in again as Acting Dean for the Lent and Easter 
Terms 2015.  This interval came between the Deanship of Dr 
Gregory Seach, who took up a post in Perth, Australia in December 
2014, and the arrival of Dr James Hawkey, who leaves Westminster 
Abbey to begin as Dean of Clare College in September 2015. 

 My first duty was to take the Christmas morning service.   
Walking down The Avenue on Christmas morning as the sun rose 
above King’s was an evocative start. 

 I was lucky enough to have the help of Evan King, the Decani 
Scholar, and Jonny Lloyd, the Ordinand on placement from 
Westcott House, and between us we covered all the daily services in 
the Chapel in term time: Morning and Evening Prayer, and Choral 
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Evensongs on Tuesdays and Thursdays, as well as the Sunday 
morning Communion Service and Choral Evensong.   

 I was also very well guided and helped by Kate Littlechild, the 
Chapel Administrator, and Graham Ross, the Director of Music, as 
well as James Proctor, the Choir Administrator.  With all helping, 
the Chapel Term Card was ready and printed and everything in 
place for the start of term.  Dr Greg Seach had set up a series of 
Sunday evening sermons on Thomas Merton, the prophetic 
American Catholic monk; 2015 being the centenary of his birth.  
Merton was an Exhibitioner at Clare in 1933, but moved to America 
at the end of his first year.  Dr John Moses, Dean Emeritus of St 
Paul’s spoke about Merton’s enduring importance, and Dr Rachael 
Harris, Clare Director of Studies in Arabic and Middle Eastern 
Studies spoke about Merton’s developing explorations into 
Buddhism and Buddhist monasticism.  The term ended with the 
service for Commemoration of Benefactors, and an outstanding 
address from Loretta Minghella, Chief Executive of Christian Aid 
and an Alumna of the College.  The term’s collections went to the 
Ebola crisis which was having such a devastating effect at the time. 

 I had my first ‘Easter off’ for forty years, and then term began.  
Most of the term’s preachers had preached at Clare before: Bishop 
Stephen Platten, and Bishop John Gladwin, Dean Frances Ward and 
the Rector of Fulbourn, Alice Goodman.  Bishop Jonathan Meyrick 
was new to Clare and unique in singing part of his sermon!  The 
Decani Scholar and I made up the Sundays.  It is encouraging that 
so many excellent preachers are willing to come to Clare Chapel.  
The collections this term went to CAMFED (Campaign for Female 
Education), working in impoverished areas of Africa where girls’ 
education is scarce, and is a brilliant charity. 

 When I was Chaplain I was lucky enough to work with John 
Rutter and Tim Brown as Directors of Music, and it has been 
brilliant returning to find the choir as strong as ever under Graham 
Ross’s leadership.  The choral services are simply magnificent, and 
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it is not surprising that so many of the general public attend the 
choral services, treating Clare Chapel as a cathedral. 

 Over the two terms the choir has sung Evensong jointly with 
Selwyn, Gonville & Caius and St John’s Colleges.  This is a recent 
development and a creative one, which is enjoyed by all who 
participate. 

 The Academic side of the Dean’s work has been covered by the 
Dean of Peterhouse.  I have enjoyed reconnecting with Fellows and 
staff who were here in my Chaplaincy days, and it was good to 
attend the farewell Dinner for Peter Allinson, the Fellows’ Butler, 
although he, like me, doesn’t seem to be as retired as all that!  I 
have also enjoyed meeting new Fellows, staff and students, whose 
intelligence and liveliness are good for the ageing.  I have also 
appreciated meeting regularly with the Tutors and the College 
Nurse, who work so hard to support the students. 

 I hope I am handing things over to the new Dean in good order.  
It has been a privilege to be part again of a community which in 
many ways is so familiar, but which in those thirty years has 
undergone huge changes, yet retaining its energy, openness and an 
inclusive sense of community. 

For the Chapel Choir, the Director of Music writes:- 

 Following their tour to the Southern States of America in 
September 2014, the Choir of Clare College, Cambridge, fresh-
faced with ten new members, gathered together to start rehearsals 
for a busy Michaelmas Term.  The Choir was thrown straight into 
rehearsals for a performance of the Verdi Requiem in the Royal 
Festival Hall with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and massed-
Cambridge Choirs, conducted by Andrew Nethsingha.  This was the 
first of many ‘Requiems’ that the Choir would sing over the course 
of the 2014–15 academic year.  Lent term saw performances of the 
Brahms Requiem in King’s College Chapel with Cambridge 
University Chamber Orchestra, conducted by Howard Shelley as  
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well as a performance of the Mozart Requiem under the direction of 
Clare alumnus Nicholas Collon, alongside his Aurora Orchestra in 
King’s Place, London.  The ‘Requiem’ marathon was rounded-off 
with two late-night visits to Lincoln Cathedral in late March 2015 to 
record the Duruflé Requiem, which will form the centrepiece of a 
CD of Music for Remembrance, due to be released in late 2016 on 
the Harmonia Mundi USA record label as part of the Choir’s 
ongoing ‘Music for the Church Year’ series.   
 
 Another theme for this year’s Choir activities centred around the 
anniversary of the Gallipoli campaign of World War I and, more 
specifically, the anniversary of William Denis Browne (1888–
1915); Clare alumnus, composer, pianist, organist and music critic, 
who was very close friends with Rupert Brooke and who was killed 
at Gallipoli.  The Choir performed his Canticles in A on their live 
BBC Radio 3 Choral Evensong in November, and went on to 
commemorate him in a special Evensong on 4 June 2015, the 100th 
anniversary of his death, attended by members of his family.  Two 
further concerts of music for Gallipoli were given in summer 2015, 
first at St John’s, Waterloo on 18 June 2015 with Southbank 
Sinfonia, and on 21 June 2015 in concert in Blandford Church, 
where the colours of Denis Browne’s battalion are laid.  At both 
performances the Choir performed new works by Graham Ross, 
commissioned by the Gallipoli Memorial Trust and Nick Peacey, 
nephew of Wiliam Denis Browne. 
 
 Michaelmas Term 2014 ended with a series of Christmas 
services and concerts: the popular Advent Carol Services in the 
College Chapel; a Christmas Concert in the Great Hall; a live 
performance on BBC Radio 3’s In Tune; the Choir’s annual 
appearance at the St John’s Smith Square Christmas Festival (in 
which the Choir performed Britten’s A Ceremony of Carols with 
distinguished harpist Tanya Houghton); and an appearance at the 
Lamberhurst Music Festival in Kent.  The Choir then travelled to 
the USA for the third consecutive Christmas tour; this time to 
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Washington D.C., Annapolis and New York City.  The first concert 
of the tour was held in the Library of Congress and was dedicated to 
the memory of American composer, Irving Fine (1914–1962).  The 
tour ended with a dinner in the Penn Club, New York organised by 
the Clare Development Office, at which the Choir members talked 
with and sang to alumni of the College.  The Choir is particularly 
grateful to all alumni who helped hosted Choir members during 
their stay in New York.  
 
 December 2014 saw the release of the Choir’s new recording 
Lux de caelo: Music for Christmas, the third in their ongoing series 
on the Harmonia Mundi USA label of Music for the Church Year.  
Hailed as ‘one of the best recordings of the season’ by BBC Radio 
3’s CD Review, the disc features carols by Praetorius and Bach 
alongside later examples of the Christmas repertoire by 
Mendelssohn, Schoenberg, Britten and Tavener.  The singing was 
praised for its ‘passion and warmth’ (Audiophile Audition), and 
‘impeccable drilled, and much musical sensitivity’ (Sinfini Music).  
To conclude a busy Christmas vacation, the Choir returned to the 
Netherlands for sell-out concerts in Vlissingen, Amersfoort and 
Nijmegen, performing a programme based upon the recent 
recording release.  
 
 The choir’s fourth recording in the series, Ascendit Deus: Music 
for Ascentiontide and Pentecost, was released in spring 2015.  
Featuring no fewer than four world première recordings, 
Gramophone lauded the disc for its ‘splendidly bright ... vigorous ... 
haunting effect ... all beautifully performed by this accomplished 
choir’, adding ‘Let’s hope an Easter disc is on its way’.  Luckily for 
Gramophone, the Choir returned to All Hallows’ Church, Gospel 
Oak, London in July 2015 for recording sessions devoted to 
producing a disc of Easter repertoire, which is due for release in 
spring 2016.  The recording sessions for all the Harmonia Mundi 
USA recordings were produced, engineered and edited by Honorary 
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Fellow and former Director of Music John Rutter, to whom the 
Choir is much indebted. 
 
 The Friends of Clare Music scheme continues to build its 
resources and maintain crucial continuing links with the present 
Choir.  This year, we have seen the fruition of the funding provided 
by the Friends to support the purchase of microphones in the 
College Chapel.  After the recording equipment was installed in 
Michaelmas 2014, it was first used to broadcast the 2014 Advent 
Carol Service on the Clare College Choir website and has since 
been used to upload weekly webcasts of Chapel services, which can 
be found at www.clarecollegechoir.com.  In addition, donations to 
the Friends scheme have supported Clare musicians in numerous 
musical projects both in Cambridge and outside. 
 
After a busy Michaelmas 2015, 2016 is already shaping up to be the 
busiest calendar year for the Choir so far, with performances in the 
London Guildhall, Royal Albert Hall, University Church Oxford, St 
Peter’s Eaton Square, and overseas in Notre-Dame Cathedral and on 
a three-week tour to the Hong Kong, Singapore and Malaysia. 

       Graham Ross 
 

COLLEGE SOCIETIES &c 
 

In the March e-newsletter we noted that Dr Natalie Roberts (1997) 
had accepted her nomination to become Clare's Alumna of the Year 
for 2015.  It was actually on Monday 9 February that Natalie joined 
our 2nd year Undergraduates for Halfway Hall, and gave a truly 
inspirational speech about her career and work with Médecins Sans 
Frontières.  She also talked about the value of her time at Clare,  
and how the skills she had learned at College, outside of her 
academic work in particular, have helped her in her working life.  
 The Alumnus/a of the Year award recognises a Clare graduate 
who has made a real difference to the lives of others and a positive, 
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significant contribution to society - locally or, as in Natalie's case, 
globally. 
 Dr Patricia Fara noted in March 2015:- 
‘Many of you will remember Claire Parker's stunning portrait of 
A.C. Grayling, which she exhibited at last year's Dilettantes art 
show.  She then competed against 10,000 applicants (!!!) and was 
picked for the BBC's "The Big Painting Challenge", currently airing 
at 6pm on Sundays (the series ran for six episodes)’. 
 

STAFF NEWS 
 

Many of you will remember Charlie and Margaret Hampton, the 
residential Porters living at the Colony for many years.  Margaret 
passed away in June 2014 after losing her battle with cancer.  
Charlie, her husband of close to 45 years passed away on December 
23rd 2014 following a heart attack and a short spell in intensive care 
at Addenbrookes.  Charlie had worked for the College for almost 25 
years. 

 On July 30 2015 Jane Phelps left Clare College, having been 
Head Porter at Clare College since 2010.  She now has the post of  
Domestic Bursar at Clare Hall.   

 Mick Petty has resigned from his post as Steward and left the 
College on 15 May 2015.  We would like to thank Mick for his 
service at the College and to wish him the very best for the future. 

 In June, the Buildings Manager, Deborah Hoy, was delighted to 
announce that Clare College won awards in 3 out of the 4 possible 
categories at yesterday's University Green Impact awards ceremony, 
presented by Professor Jeremy K.M Sanders CBE FRS, Pro-Vice-
Chancellor for Institutional Affairs. 

 In the overall Green Impact assessment Clare College again was 
awarded the highest merit, being presented with a Gold Award for 
the second year in a row.  In the special awards section we achieved 
runner up in the Best Environmental Improvement, for the Staircase 



27 

Competition which achieved both Student and Staff engagement in 
the Michaelmas term and provided a noticeable reduction in 
electricity use during that period in Memorial Court. 

 Jamie Osborn won the Student Leadership Special Award, for 
all his hard work and proactivity during the year, including working 
with Housekeeping to set up the staircase competition and with 
Catering to advance the College to fair trade status. 

 In April we had  the appearance of a retirement of Peter 
Allinson, whom many alumni will remember as the friendly Butler 
in the pantry, during many years of service.  In fact he was changing 
to the lighter duties of management of the wine cellar, and may still 
be seen in College occasionally; see Illus 4, page 42. 

 On the 14th of January, 2016, in the finishing of this issue, we 
have an emotional farewell to Kate Littlechild, the Chapel and 
Choir Administrator.  She takes early retirement from that date, 
after 22 years of ‘invaluable service’ to numbers of Deans, 
Directors of Music and Choir members. 

 
 

MASTER AND FELLOWS 
at 1st October 2015 

(corrected for recent deaths) 
[An alphabetical and informal list is offered this year] 
 

MASTER 
Anthony, Lord Grabiner 

FELLOWS not retired 
(some not in Cambridge) 

Prof Philip Allmendiger 
Prof Neil Andrews 
Prof Tony Badger 
Prof Andrew Balmford 
Ms Alysia Blackham 
Dr Paul Bristowe 

Mr Tim Brown 
Dr Simon Buczacki 
Prof William (Bill) Byrne 
Dr Rodrigo Cacho 
Dr Jason Carroll 
Dr Andrew Carter 
Prof Paul Cartledge 
Dr David Chambers 
Dr Tim Chesters 
Prof Cathy Clarke 
Prof Nicky Clayton 
Dr Lucy Colwell 
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Prof Giancarlo Corsetti 
Dr Nathan Crilly 
Dr Celia Duff 
Dr Maciej Dunajski 
Dr Fiona Edmonds 
Dr Paul Edwards 
Dr Patricia Fara 
Dr Philip Faulkner  
Dr Jonathan Fawcett 
Dr Andrew Ferguson  
Prof Paul Fletcher 
Dr Tamara Follini 
Dr William Foster 
Dr Elizabeth Foyster 
Prof Simon Franklin 
Dr Andrew Friend 
Prof Marina Frolova-Walker 
Dr John Gibson 
Dr Adria Gispert de Ramis 
Dr Josip Glaurdic 
Prof Robert Glen 
Dr Paloma Gonzalez-Bellido 
Prof Jonathan Goodman 
Prof Sir Malcolm Grant  
Prof Neil Greenham 
Prof Howard Griffiths 
Prof John Guy  
Dr Rachael Harris 
Prof Bill Harris 
The Rev’d Dr Jamie Hawkey 
Mr Donald Hearn 
Dr Douglas Hedley 
Prof David Hodell  
Dr Nicola Holdstock 
Prof Andrew Holmes 
Prof David Howarth 
Prof Kirsty Hughes   
Dr Hubertus Jahn 
Mr Aylmer Johnson 
Dr Philip Jones 
Dr Marta Lahr 
Dr Helke Laman 

Dr Sian Lazar 
Prof Peter Leadlay 
Dr Rowan Leary 
Dr Iohannis Lestas 
Prof Tim Lewens 
Prof Ottoline Leyser 
Ms Fran Malarée 
Mr Clemens Matthiesen 
Dr Kirsty McDougall 
Dr Gordon Ogilvie 
Dr Fred Parker 
Prof Larry Paulson 
Dr Arno Pauly 
Prof Richard Phillips 
Prof Anna Philpott 
Dr Timothy Potts  
Prof Jaideep Prabhu  
Prof Andrew Preston 
Dr Wendy Pullan 
Prof John Robertson 
Mr Graham Ross 
Dr Colin Russell 
Dr Helena Sanson 
Me Thomas Schindler 
Prof Dominic Scott   
Dr Robert Semple 
Prof Alison Sinclair 
Mr Benjamin Slingo 
Prof Michiel Sprik 
Prof Roel Sterckx 
Dr Anne Stillman 
Dr Alyson Tapp 
Dr Jacqueline Tasioulas 
Prof Andrew Thomason 
Dr Helen Thompson 
Dr Flavio Toxvaerd 
Dr Adrian Travis 
Dr Edgar Turner 
Prof Lorraine Tyler 
Dr Hester Vaizey 
Dr Hendrick van Veen 
Prof Jorge Vinuales 
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Mr Paul Warren 
Dr Ruth Watson 
Dr Melvyn Weeks 
Dr Charles Weiss 
Dr Toby Wilkinson 
Dr Nigel Woodcock 
Prof Jim Woodhouse 
Ms Jocelyn Wyburd 

RETIRED FELLOWS 
(some of whom still teach) 

Prof Bob Blackburn 
Dr Michael Bown 
Prof Gillian Brown 
Dr Richard Dyball 
Mrs Elizabeth Freeman 
Dr Richard Gooder 
Dr David Hartley 
Prof Volker Heine 
Prof Bob Hepple 
Dr Peter Knewstubb 
Prof Tessa Knighton 
Prof Michael Lapidge 
Prof Alan Lucas 
Prof Donald Lynden-Bell 
Dr Malcolm Mitchinson 
Dr Terry Moore 
Mr John Newton 
Dr Ken Riley 
Dr Roger Schofield 
Prof Dominic Scott 
Prof Timothy Smiley 
Prof Anthony Snodgrass 
Dr Roger Tapp 
Mr Colin Turpin 
Prof Nigel Weiss 
Prof Richard West 
Dr Gordon Wright 

BYE-FELLOWS 
Prof Henry (Skip) Gates 

The Revd Roger Greeves 
Prof Polly O’Hanlon 
Dr Julian Huppert 
Mr Stephen Jolly 
Dr Andrea Manica 
Prof Jerry Ostriker 
Mr Duncan Robinson 
Dr  David Swensen 
Dr Dorothy Thompson 

HONORARY FELLOWS 
Mr Peter Ackroyd 
Prof Sue Alcock 
Sir David Attenborough 
Sir Nicholas Barrington 
Sir Walter Bodmer 
Sir John Boyd 
Prof Sir David Cannadine 
H.E. Fernando Cardoso 
The Very Rev’d Vivienne Faull 
Sir Tim Hunt 
Prof Frances Kirwan 
Sir Roger Norrington 
Mr Matthew Parris 
Dr John Rutter 
The Rt Revd Mark Santer 
Prof Jonathan Spence 
Sir Mark Walport 
Prof James Watson 
Prof Sir Andrew Wiles 
The Most Revd and Rt Hon 
  Dr Rowan Williams 
Lord Wilson of Dinton 

ELIZABETH de CLARE 
FELLOWS 

Mr Randy Lerner 
Dr Alan Gillespie MA PhD 
Mr Ian Riley MA MEng 
Mr J Spiers 
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BENEFACTIONS AND GIFTS 
 
As the 700th anniversary of the College’s foundation approaches in 
2026, Clare is planning to secure its future in an increasingly 
volatile financial world  

 Our strategy is to raise £50 million by the time of this milestone  
to cover different broad areas of expenditure, as set out in the 2013-
14 issue of the Annual, and also as approved by the Alumni Council 
in December 2012.  In the financial year ending on 30.6.2015, funds 
raised for Clare stood at £3.9 million, well above the comparable 
figure for many other Cambridge colleges.   

PRIORITY PROJECTS: 

We aim to raise funds for the following funding areas in the new 
campaign. 

 Refurbishment of Old Court: 

This project aims to renovate the heart of Clare and improve student 
rooms, replace the roof and provide better social space for students, 
Fellows and staff.  The target for the project is £35million, of which 
£25million is to be raised by donations. 

 Bursaries and Studentships: 

As students now pay £9,000 per year in tuition fees, a priority for 
the College is to raise funds for undergraduate bursaries.  We also 
are fundraising for Studentships for graduates, as funding for MPhil 
courses is becoming very scarce, particularly in the arts and 
humanities. 

 Endowment of Teaching Fellowships: 

We have a target of £10million to raise funds to secure in perpetuity  
teaching posts in College, and  among these to finish the funding for 
the Turpin-Lipstein Fellowship in Law and the Reddaway Fund in 
Economics. 
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Unrestricted Endowment: 

The College now receives less than a third of its funding from fees 
from the UK government, and subsidises undergraduate education 
by £3,500 per student per year. The shortfall is made up by income 
from our endowment, which is used to fund teaching, pastoral 
support, and maintenance of the estate, among many other things.   
Support for the endowment is therefore essential to guarantee our 
future.  The endowment is managed by the Investment Committee 
which includes alumni who are experts in managing funds.  The 
College’s endowment is currently £90million (excluding the 2048 
fund), we aim to add at least £10million in unrestricted benefactions 
to it during the campaign. 

 On the matter of ‘participation’ in donating, expressed as a 
percentage of Clare members donating at least once in the financial 
year, our figure of 19% is well above the participation averaged 
over other colleges (13%).  

 The success of fundraising in the year is, no doubt, due to a 
renewed effort by the Development team, working with the Master, 
fellowship and alumni council volunteers, who have given publicity 
to the new campaign among Clare alumni. 

 All donations of whatever size from alumni will be crucial to the 
success of this campaign.  It will also be important to increase the 
number of alumni remembering the College in their wills.  This is 
easily done via a Clare codicil form available from the 
Development Office. 

 The challenge is always to increase the percentage of members 
supporting the College on a regular basis, since this will be the key 
to Clare’s future wellbeing.  In comparable institutions in the USA 
the figure for participation could be as high as 50%. A complete list 
of donors to Clare is normally published annually in a supplement 
to Clare News. 
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DONOR RECOGNITION 
 

Clare is very happy to recognise benefactions by naming bursaries, 
scholarships, Fellowships, and other aspects of College life 
according to the wishes of the donor.  The College has established 
special forms of recognition for benefactors at different levels: 
 
 Elizabeth de Clare Fellow (£500,000) The Governing Body of 
the College elects Elizabeth de Clare Fellows on the 
recommendation of the Master, to recognise individuals who, 
through generous benefaction, contribute to the present and future 
life of the College.  Elizabeth de Clare Fellows are officially 
recognised as senior members of the College.  As full members of 
the Senior Combination Room, Elizabeth de Clare Fellows enjoy 
the same rights and privileges as Honorary Fellows. 

Master’s Circle (£100,000) Members of the Master’s Circle are 
invited to an annual private dinner hosted by the Master in the 
Master’s Lodge.  This event provides an exceptional opportunity for 
individuals to strengthen their involvement in the current and future 
life of Clare. 

The 1326 Society (£25,000 in the last 5 years) The 1326 
Society recalls the year of the College’s original foundation.  
Members are invited with their spouses/partners to the annual 
Benefactors’ Dinner, and to other special events in Cambridge and 
elsewhere. 

Benefactor (£10,000 in the last 3 years) Benefactors are invited 
with their spouses/partners to the annual Benefactors’ Dinner in 
Hall, preceded by a concert in Chapel.  

The Samuel Blythe Society is named after the 17th century 
Master of Clare whose generous bequest to the College guaranteed 
its continuing success and prosperity.  The Society has been 
established to recognise during their lifetime those who have made 
provision for Clare in their Will.  Members of the Society are 
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invited with their spouses/partners to an annual luncheon in 
College, hosted by the Master and Fellows, on the second Saturday 
of May. 

MAKING A GIFT OR BEQUEST 
 

 A Gift form appears at the back of this issue of the Association 
Annual; forms may also be downloaded from the College website 
(www.clarealumni.com) and are available on request from the 
College Development Office. 

The College is a Registered Charity, which means that gifts to 
Clare by UK taxpayers count as charitable gifts.  For cash donations 
of any amount, UK taxpayers can take advantage of the Gift Aid 
scheme, under which a donation of £80 is worth £100 to the 
College.  Also, if the donor pays income tax at 40%, the final cost to 
the donor will be just £60.  Regular gifts by Banker’s Order can also 
be made under the Gift Aid scheme.  There are also particularly tax-
effective methods for donating shares and property to Clare – for 
more information, please contact the Development Office. 

US taxpayers can support Clare by making a tax-efficient gift 
to ‘Cambridge in America’, P.O. Box 9123  JAF BLG, New York, 
NY 10087-9123.  When sending your gift, you should include a 
covering note requesting that the Directors of ‘Cambridge in 
America’ exercise their discretion and allocate your gift to support 
Clare College.  Special arrangements also exist to allow for 
individuals who pay tax in both the USA and the UK to give tax-
efficiently in both jurisdictions, please ask the Development Office 
for details. 

Canadian taxpayers, and taxpayers in many European 
countries, can make tax-efficient gifts to Clare – please contact the 
Development Office for further details. 

For further details on tax-efficient giving, visit the website 
www.clarealumni.com and click on ‘Supporting Clare’.  

Legacies to Clare may reduce the inheritance tax payable on 
your estate, because of the College’s charitable status.  When you 
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make or update your will, please consider leaving a legacy to Clare. 
Detailed information, including answers to frequently asked 
questions, is available on the legacy pages of the College website: 
www.clarealumni.com/legacy. 

The Development Director, Francisca Malarée, and the Deputy 
Development Director, Samuel Venn, are always happy to talk 
confidentially to members and friends of the College who are 
considering leaving a legacy, or indeed to anyone who would like to 
talk about making any other kind of donation to Clare.   

The Development Office, Clare College, 
Cambridge  CB2 1TL 

Telephone: +44 (0)1223 333218 
Fax: +44 (0)1223 362473 

Email: development@clare.cam.ac.uk 
Website: www.clarealumni.com 

 
ACCESS AND OUTREACH 

 
Schools Liaison Programme 
 Clare College continues to undertake Widening Participation 
work in its four link areas of the London Borough of Tower 
Hamlets, the London Borough of Hackney, Coventry and 
Warwickshire, and beyond.  Schools groups are hosted in college 
throughout the year, and the Schools Liaison Officers also visits 
schools to run sessions and attend Higher Education Fairs. 
 Clare’s work with schools has grown significantly over the 
years but our core aims remain the same.  Our first objective is to 
encourage as many gifted and talented applicants as possible to 
apply to Cambridge.  We do this by providing students, parents and 
teachers with all of the information and guidance required to make 
an application.  Secondly, we aim to raise educational aspirations at 
all stages.  This aim feeds into the work that we undertake with 
primary schools across our London link areas.   As always, we are 
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very interested in any opportunities to accept funding from new 
partners.  
 Here are some highlights from the year: 

Tower Hamlets 
 The pilot Parent and Carer Residential was held in September 
2014 with Stepney Green Maths and Computing College, which 
was extremely well received.  We invited 15 parents, carers or 
guardians to bring one of their children to Cambridge for the 
weekend.  The main aim of the weekend was to give our visitors 
an insight into life at Cambridge, and to demonstrate how 
students make a successful transition from areas such as Tower 
Hamlets to Cambridge University. 

 The Raine’s-Cambridge History Partnership between Clare 
College and Raine’s Foundation School was initiated.  It has 
three aims: 1) To raise students’ educational aspirations,            
2) to raise student attainment and to encourage academic 
exploration and 3) to provide information and guidance 
regarding higher education. 

 
Hackney 

 Linklaters LLP have once again generously sponsored our work 
with Hackney Schools and will be continuing their support for 
the coming academic year. 

 Our lecture series at Clapton Girls’ Academy has continued to 
offer students the opportunity to attend academic lectures in 
their local area.  This year we have piloted the use of 
postgraduate students to deliver the lectures. 

 The Raising Aspirations programme has run for a third year in 
partnership with BSix Sixth Form College.  In previous years 
the programme at Clare has focused on a broad range of 
sciences, whilst Pembroke College in Oxford has run a 
humanities based programme.  This year the programme has 
been targeted specifically interested in Mathematics, whilst 
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BSix has increased the number of programmes it has run with a 
greater number of universities across the country.   

Coventry and Warwickshire 
 A total of 16 schools were visited on our Access Tour.  
Undergraduates delivered presentations to students based on 
their own experiences of the admissions process and their time 
at Cambridge.  Once again, the tour has enabled us to build new 
relationships with a number of schools, and we are looking 
forward to continuing to work with them.  

Cross-Link Area  
 Due to the overwhelming numbers of attendees during the 2013-
2014 academic year, it was decided that places on Clare’s 
annual Interview Preparation Day should be offered to students 
in our link areas who were making applications to Cambridge 
only.  Previously, places had been offered to students who were 
applying to either Cambridge or Oxford.  Not only did this 
strategic move make more financial sense, we found that we 
were able to offer more targeted preparation, as we were no 
longer required to account for the differences between the 
application processes at both universities.  The Interview 
Preparation Day serves as a good indicator of how many 
students from our link areas are making applications to 
Cambridge.  

 This year we had 65 attendees from across Tower Hamlets, 
Hackney, Coventry and Warwickshire, with a further 11 
applicants unable to attend.  Given this we can safely assume 
that at least 76 students from our link schools made applications 
to Cambridge in 2014.  We will be following up on the outcome 
of these applications in August 2015.  

      Ben Leitch 
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THE COLOSSUS OF CLARE 
Joseph Townsend (1739-1816) 

 In his monumental but somewhat disorganised history of Clare 
College, Mansfield Forbes unjustly dismissed Joseph Townsend as 
a ‘pleasant eccentric’.  Perhaps it is time for the college, however 
belatedly, to recognise Townsend as by far the most original and 
multi-talented of its 18th century alumni, eminent in his multiple 
roles as pastor, physician, political economist, geologist, social 
reformer, traveller and public servant.   See Illus 5, page 43 

 The son of a wealthy London merchant, Townsend was 
admitted to the college in September 1757 as a fellow-commoner 
(the highest of three undergraduate rankings), and graduated BA in 
1762.  Immediately after taking holy orders he proceeded – 
unusually – to Edinburgh to pursue medical studies.  There he 
underwent a religious conversion and as a result came under the 
influence of the Countess of Huntingdon, who appointed him as her 
domestic chaplain.  As a revivalist preacher he was almost as 
popular as John Wesley and George Whitefield, travelling all over 
the country to address open air meetings.  Richard Graves’s 
[satirical novel] Spiritual Quixote (1772) is generally taken to be a 
portrait of Townsend at this time: his gaunt, upright, towering 
figure, the deep resonance of his voice, his broad, high forehead, the 
long arms with which he gesticulated wildly as he was carried away 
by the fervour of his oratory – all combined to make an indelible 
impression on the crowds who flocked to hear him.  This was hardly 
what his ambitious, worldly father had in mind for his son when in 
1763 he obtained for him (at age 24) the lucrative living of Pewsey, 
in Wiltshire.  Townsend’s medical studies were cut short and after 
four years, as his revivalist enthusiasm waned, he settled down to 
the responsibilities of a country clergyman.  He remained at Pewsey 
for the rest of his life.  

 As a pastor, Townsend saw it as his vocation to care for the 
bodies, as well as the souls, of his parishioners.  Before he arrived, 
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the poorest among them had to rely, when they fell ill, on the 
services of the village blacksmith, who doubled up as apothecary.  
Now, they were provided with free medical care.  Townsend’s 
experience of hands-on medical practice bore fruit later in two best-
selling books of DIY medicine.  His Physician’s Vade-Mecum 
(1781), which went into ten editions (one in the United States) 
provided readers with a complete list of prescriptions (with 
instructions for use), and of drugs and appropriate doses.  
(‘Townsend’s Mixture’ was one of the earliest prescriptions for 
syphilis.)  Much later his Elements of Therapeutics (1795) – all 800 
pages of it – was equally popular.  Both these books were especially 
useful as an aid to country clergy who, like Townsend himself, were 
consulted by those who could not afford medical fees.  Towards the 
end of his life he contracted typhus while ministering to the victims 
of an outbreak of the fever in Pewsey, and wrote an account of his 
recovery in a work On the agency of vital air [i.e. oxygen] in the 
cure of various diseases. (‘Vital air’ was the term used by Lavoisier 
for what Joseph Priestley – a neighbour of Townsend in Wiltshire – 
called ‘dephlogisticated air’.  It is characteristic of Townsend that 
he should try out this novel cure on himself.) 

 The problem of pauperism was of particular concern to him.  In 
A Dissertation on the Poor Laws (1786) – a work which 
foreshadowed the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834 – he 
advocated the abolition of outdoor relief for the able-bodied, on the 
grounds that indiscriminate charity only served to perpetuate what 
would now be called ‘dependency culture’ and economic 
stagnation.  The existing Poor Laws, he argued, promoted the evils 
they sought to remedy.  These views anticipated those of Thomas 
Malthus, but were based on pastoral experience as much as on 
abstract theory: ‘To a man of common sensibility nothing can be 
more distressing than to hear the complaints of wretchedness which 
he hath no power to redress.  That at present is the situation of the 
clergy’. To balance the abolition of indiscriminate relief he 
proposed the establishment of compulsory parochial Friendly 
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Societies which, in return for a small weekly subscription, would 
provide free medical care  and sickness benefit. 

   Townsend also assumed public duties in Wiltshire as a projector 
of the Kennet and Avon canal and as commissioner for the upkeep 
of the county turnpikes – which is how he acquired his nickname, 
‘Colossus of Roads’ (a reference to his enormous height).  At the 
same time he pursued his lifelong interest in geology and the 
collection of fossils, combining scientific method with a firm 
conviction that fossils were relics of Noah’s flood and so ‘proof’ of 
the Mosaic account of the creation.  Thus he managed to reconcile 
the values of the enlightenment with belief in the literal truth of the 
Bible. 

 A tour of France and Italy, as chaplain to the Duke of Atholl, 
gave him a taste for continental travel, but it is hard to know what 
motivated his year-long expedition to Spain in 1786-7.  Spain was 
not on the traditional circuit of the Grand Tour, and had not yet 
attracted visitors in search of the romantic and picturesque.  
Townsend was neither a romantic nor a tourist: he was more like an 
enlightened foreign correspondent – unprejudiced, perceptive and 
endlessly curious.  He was interested in facts, not fancies.  All that 
was needed for travelling in Spain, he declared, was a good 
constitution, two good servants, three strong mules, and ‘a proper 
introduction to the best families’.  As for the language, that was 
‘easily acquired’.  His letters of introduction gave him the entrée to 
the very highest circles.  In Madrid, for instance, he had long talks 
with the Prime Minister, in Seville he dined daily at the table of he 
Cardinal Archbishop, while in Granada he was on the best of terms 
with one of the Inquisitors - ‘a man of superior talents, well 
informed, and of remarkable humanity’.  In fact, he added, ‘I am 
inclined to think that in proportion as light as been diffused in 
Europe, even inquisitors have learned humanity’.  If he was 
impressed by the ‘best families’, they must have been mightily 
impressed by his complete lack of that patronising hauteur which 
was expected of the English upper class.  In Salamanca he was the 
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welcome guest of the Rector of the Irish College, and lamented the 
fact that the penal laws against Irish Catholics, which were ‘neither 
just nor politic’, drove students into exile. 

 Transport, manufactures, population, taxes, viticulture, diet, 
works of art, wages, prices, dress, hospitals, orphanages – 
everything was grist to Townsend’s encyclopaedic mill, which is 
why his work - A Journey through Spain in the years 1786 and 
1787 - remains a primary source for the social and industrial history 
of 18th century Spain. He recorded popular superstition without 
scoffing, and though he condemned the celibacy of the clergy as a 
principal source of moral corruption, he spoke highly of the higher 
clergy.  The English had much to learn from some Spanish 
institutions, he believed, but the swarms of beggars he saw in every 
city confirmed his conviction that indiscriminate charity served only 
to perpetuate the misery it sought to alleviate. 

 Townsend was no mere Gradgrindian dealer in facts: he came to 
love and admire the Spanish people for what he described as their 
generosity, simplicity, sincerity and ‘strong principles of honour’.  
Only prejudice divided two nations which had so much in common! 

 Townsend described himself as ‘a well-wisher to mankind’.  
That will serve as his epitaph. 

      Martin Murphy (1952) 
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The Very Reverend Peter Judd 
Acting Dean for two terms, see text page 20 
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Peter Allinson semi-retires, see text page 27 
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see text page 37 
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A weather magician in Tibet 
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Changtang region:  “the sky is your tent” 

A Snow Lion sculpture 
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The ice on the Cam is strong enough for bold skaters 
2nd of February 1954 



47 

 

 
 

The next day, a lot more activity 
3rd of February 1954 
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Lady’s Slipper Orchids 
July 1955 
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STILL ENIGMATIC AND MYSTERIOUS? 
Tibetan cultures in the Himalayas 

 I recently gave a talk at Clare under the above title.  This article 
expands one of the themes from this lecture that describes my joint 
retirement interests: travelling to the Himalayas and involvement 
with conservation, sustainability and environmental issues. 

 I studied biochemistry at Clare, and then was elected to a 
Mellon fellowship to Yale Drama School.  After several years in 
professional theatre I changed course, gained an accountancy 
qualification and became a financial management consultant, 
primarily working with the NHS. 

 In my retirement year I travelled to Tibet with a Cambridge 
alumni group and have, since that visit, returned to the region on a 
regular basis, spending time in Tibet, Nepal, Sikkim (now part of 
India), Bhutan, Yunnan in south east China and Dharamsala in India 
(residence of the Dalai Lama).  In such regions one may remember 
an Old Tibetan saying: ‘In this landscape you feel lost until you 
realise the sky is your tent’.   See Illus 7a,  page 45. 

 I travel with a fluent Tibetan speaker from the Mongolia and 
Inner Asia Studies Unit (Social Anthropology Division) at 
Cambridge and am now an associate member of the Studies Unit 
(Climate Histories) helping with outreach to local primary schools 
on environmental issues.  

 One of the elements of the talk centred on the very close 
relationship that these societies have with their landscape.  As 
nomadic pastoralists and subsistence farmers their lifestyles are 
intimately linked to the land around them.  Kharma Puntsho, a 
Bhutanese scholar who worked in Cambridge, says in his recent 
book The history of Bhutan: “The Bhutanese have a wonderful 
symbiotic relationship with their environment, which is very 
different from the extractive and exploitative attitude induced by 
modern materialism today”. 
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 This relationship to the landscape is reflected in religious 
practices related to the local spirits.  Although these communities 
are considered to be essentially Tibetan Buddhist, there is in fact a 
strong underlay of earlier, animistic religious dynamics including 
divination, ‘shamanism’ and spirit possession.  The local gods are 
still a very important part of religious activity and propitiating them 
to ensure good weather and avoid disasters is an important element 
of normal daily ritual practice.   

 A shaman in Nepal told me an account of being abducted by the 
local spirits of the rocks, the Ban Jhankris who then taught him 
rituals to assist the community.  These spirits were very angry when 
a new road was built close to their rocks and the shaman said an 
increased rate of accidents in particular sites was due to their 
displeasure.  

 Another encounter was with a weather ‘magician’ from an 
ancient lineage, who carried out rituals to influence the weather.  
Although an important Buddhist practitioner, he still felt it 
necessary to use these more ancient rituals in the context of his local 
village life.  However this relationship with the environment seems 
gradually to be becoming lost.  Karma Phuntsho describes recent 
social changes in Bhutan in his book: ”....these changes have also 
entailed a drastic loss of cultural heritage and have disconnected 
people from the natural environment”.   

 Concern about this danger of future generations losing their 
relationship with their local environment encouraged me to work 
with local English primary schools on experiencing their 
environment and exploring ways of expressing this relationship.  As 
a member of several local conservation groups, I was concerned that 
there seemed little involvement of younger people.  

  My first initiative involved the local village college and an artist 
(making animal sculptures), the primary school, the Melwood 
conservation group and also a local poet to help children (and 
adults) explore their local woodland space.  They were encouraged 
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to consider how it might have been in the past and what it might 
look like in the future if the climate warms.   I show a Snow Lion 
sculpture made by Melbourn Village college students (see Illus 7b). 

 This developed into a Higher Education Innovation Fund and 
Impact Acceleration funded project with four Cambridgeshire 
primary schools involving environmental related activities using a 
range of artists.  Linked to this was the establishment of a dialogue 
through phone conversations, pictures and letters with a remote 
village in Nepal to exchange their environmental experiences.  This 
has now been extended to involve a school in Italy and has had a 
spin-off three year Arts and Humanities Research Council funded 
project linking Cambridgeshire, Alaska, Mexico and Mongolia. 

 My Clare tutors encouraged a wide-ranging approach to 
experiencing life, and this has helped me to expand my horizons in 
retirement to live a life just as stimulating as when I was working. 

      Bruce Huett (1964) 

Bibliography: 

Phuntsho, Karma, The History of Bhutan, Noida: Random House 
(2013) 



52 

MEMORIES OF A CAREER START 
by the Revd Robert S. Houghton (Clare 1949) 

 
Robert Houghton and his fiancée Ruth both finished their degree 
studies at Melbourne University in 1949.  Robert completed his 
graduation as LLB and Ruth studied philosophy but, much to her 
chagrin, Ruth could never get over her final hurdle.  They marked 
the importance of the time by getting married on the 30th November 
1949.  Then they spent their honeymoon on the P&O liner Otranto , 
which finally docked at Tilbury on January 6th 1950. 
 Robert recalls ‘We went straight to Huntingdon, where my 
mother’s family lived.  Two brother Thackrays had come south 
from Skipton in Yorkshire “before the trains”, a century ago.’  They 
established themselves as builders. and the firm F.B.Thackray & 
Son flourished.  They moved to Cromwell’s House, Huntingdon 
when my mother, Doris, [born 1897] was a teenager. Auntie Eileen 
never married, but was Headmistress of the Godmanchester  
Primary School and a local magistrate. She was living at 7 The 
Walks East, by the Common.  Ruth and I stayed with her.’ 
 ‘The very next day, we travelled to Cambridge on the bus and 
found our way to Clare.  The Porter, Mr Elkerton directed us to the 
Tutor, Mr N.G.L.[Nick] Hammond.  My degree was not recognised 
at Cambridge, so I matriculated as an Affiliated Student. 
Accommodation for married graduate students was scarce and at a 
premium.  However Mr Elkerton’s son had gone to West Africa on 
duty in the Colonial Service, and his house was available.  I 
remember the house was at 8 Henley Road. 
 ‘Nick sent me to the Dean for the supervision of my studies in 
Theology.  The Dean was the Revd C.F.D.Moule, and ‘Charlie’ to 
almost everyone, it seemed.  He became a world-class authority on 
the New Testament, and in particular on New Testament Greek.  He 
gave me unstintingly of his time, and we became firm friends, 
although he was a rather exacting supervisor and remained so, to the  
 



53 

end of his life.  I visited him in the West Country a few weeks 
before his death. 
 ‘Charlie recommended the lectures which I should attend, which 
included those of the Regius Professor Charles Raven.  He was both 
a Doctor of Divinity and of Science (in ornithology).  How 
appropriate, we thought, with his name!  He was a very handsome 
fellow and looked young, in spite of his 65 years. 
 Charles Raven was due for compulsory retirement, which he 
had brought upon himself.  With other dons, he had successfully 
pressed for an Act of Parliament to make way for young dons 
coming back after the War – he thought too many tired old ‘dead 
heads’ were still holding senior chairs!  He was succeeded by 
A.M.Ramsay, who actually looked older than Raven, but in fact 
became Archbishop of Canterbury before retirement. 
 I clearly remember Raven striding up and down the centre aisle 
and only occasionally referring to his exercise book on the lectern, 
on the platform at the top of the room.  At that time I expected my 
Cambridge professors to be pursuing the topic of the Church as the 
Body of Christ.  To me, this means what St Paul teaches (1 Cor  12: 
12-14), and which I experience: Jesus Christ, crucified, risen, 
ascended, glorified, living.  The relationship is as intimate as it 
could possibly be. as of the countless genes composing a body, 
comprising all the members, [limbs] all contributing to its working, 
and striving upwards to join in the life of the Holy, Blessed and 
Glorious Trinity. 
 In spite of what I thought,  he was persistently pressing for the 
Church to take up again the relation between science and religion, 
which, he insisted, had by no means been settled.  Between science 
and religion, which offered the more truth?  There was nobody 
better able to express his teaching, but I wrestled with the topic right 
through his 12 o’clock lecture on Tuesdays and Thursdays and then 
when I went back for lunch in Hall.  Genesis tells the story, and 
speaks the Truth but not in scientific terms.  We might say that 
Darwin suffered greatly, as is the way of prophets.  According to a 
maxim of Charlie's, you learn most from those you disagree with,   
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 After Clare in 1950 I was ordained by the Bishop of Manchester 
and went home to work.  Raven had kindled a lively interest for me.  
For the rest of my life. at 88 a long one, I have studied, read and 
written on the topic.   I can't claim to have laid it to rest, but I'm not 
dead yet! 
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SOME SIXTY YEARS AGO 
(from my photo album) 

 
 I hope it may be of interest to readers to see some of my 
photographs from my first decade in the hobby.  I used to do all the 
developing and printing which is now banished to museums.  
Fortunately, I had devised an orderly archive of the film negatives, 
and could still find the ones of interest, which were the standard 
2.5” square size. 

 From an earlier photographic project, I already had a digital 
transparency scanner (Epson Model 4490), which produced a digital 
image of the negative and then ‘reversed’ it to a positive image with 
software supplied with the scanner. 

 The event thought interesting to the Clare alumni/ae was the 
freezing of the Cam at the end of January, and early February, 1954.  
I took pictures for the obvious reason that I had not previously seen 
such a sight.  See the illustration, page 46, which shows a lone 
skater on Trinity Hall backs.  Take a second look at the bridge; this 
is the Victorian ironwork bridge.  It used to be so easy to cross the 
river there on foot or on bicycle, but it offered a severe challenge 
for an inexpert punter. 

 I offered the image to Mr Christopher Jakes, custodian of the 
Cambridgeshire Collection.  He confirmed that the old Garret 
Hostel bridge was made of cast iron in 1835-37, and it was replaced 
by the present bridge in 1960.  The new bridge was a gift to the City 
of Cambridge by members of the Trusted family in recognition of 
their association with Trinity Hall. 

 Three more images of the same freeze-up are shown, illustrating 
brave (or well-equipped) solo skaters at first, but the ice becoming 
more crowded the next day.  It was clearly a scene of interest to the 
majority, with no skates or skill.  Mr Jakes told me that there was a 
similar freezing of the river in January 1963, but there is no record 
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of any skating on the Cam after that date.  I took no photographs of 
the later freeze-up, but the Collection has a good number of images 
of it.  Who can tell when it may happen again? 

 Another photograph with Clare interest is shown in the 
illustration, page 48.  This is the Lady’s Slipper orchid Cypripedium 
calceolus in full bloom in July 1955.  This species is now a great 
rarity in the wild, and its presence in the Clare Fellows’ garden, in 
the ‘white border’ just a few feet west of the formal gate, was not 
known to many students.  I was lucky enough to receive a ‘tip-off’ 
from among those who knew (or cared) about it.  It didn’t thrive 
there for very many years, and I didn’t see the blooms again. 

 Sixty years on, I asked the Botanic Garden if they had any 
record of it, but they said ‘No’, and that it had probably been 
‘introduced’ into the garden, and so was not a wild specimen.  They 
also indicated that the orchid has not been found to thrive in 
Cambridge gardens in general (including the Botanic Garden itself). 

     Peter Knewstubb  (1950) 
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THE CLARE ASSOCIATION 
 

Annual Report of the Alumni Council for 2014-15 
 
In accordance with the constitution of the Alumni Council, this is 
the Council’s eleventh annual report to members of the College. 
Since 2013, the annual meeting of the Alumni Council has been 
held on a Saturday towards the end of September. This 
arrangement, which has met with general approval, gives the 
advantage of affording extra time to meet in informal discussion 
groups prior to the Council meeting itself.  This report covers the 
academic year 2014-15.   

The Council’s two subcommittees (the Annual Fund Committee, 
and the Events Committee) met once and twice respectively during 
the year.  Both groups provide the Development Office, and the 
College more generally, with feedback and advice on these two key 
areas of development and alumni relations.   

The Alumni Council met on Saturday, 26 September 2015, with 
around 60 individuals attending. As in previous years, a number of 
presentations and discussion groups were held during the afternoon, 
enabling Council members to learn more about the College’s 
current status and to discuss this and offer opinions and advice 
which is of immense value to the College. This year, the 
presentations began with a detailed update on the Old Court 
refurbishment project, given by Professor Phil Allmendinger 
(Fellow and Chair of the Old Court Working Group) and Paul 
Warren (Bursar).  A brief presentation was then given on a student's 
perspective on life at Clare today by Elliot Pulver (UCS Treasurer), 
before Fran Malarée (Development Director) and Sam Venn 
(Deputy Development Director) gave a talk about the University’s 
new fundraising campaign and the Colleges’ contributions to it. 

The Council then divided into working groups to discuss and make 
suggestions on a number of topics, including alumni involvement in 
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publications & communications; the new alumni website; regional 
events; corporate partnerships for access & outreach; and reunion 
and year group fundraising.  As in previous years, the opportunity to 
discuss a particular issue with a small group of alumni volunteers 
was much appreciated, and some valuable points were made. 

The formal meeting of the Council followed, chaired for the first 
time by the new Master, Lord Grabiner.  Dr Knewstubb announced 
that it is time to find a new editor for the Association Annual; he 
was thanked very warmly by the Council for his very considerable 
work on the Annual over twenty editions.  Dr Fara (Senior Tutor) 
emphasised the value of work experience placements and that we 
are very grateful to any alumni who can offer our students a 
placement.  Mr Donald Hearn was elected to replace Dr Mike Bown 
as a trustee of the Lady Clare Fund. The Council then received 
reports on Events, the Annual Fund, and on Development strategy.  
Finally, we can report that Graham Serjeant (1957) was elected 
Alumnus of the Year for 2016 in recognition of his work with the 
Sickle Cell Trust in Jamaica.  The meeting concluded with a 
convivial dinner in Hall.   

As ever, the College is most grateful to all members of Alumni 
Council for their valuable input and assistance.  

David Hartley, Secretary of the Clare Association September 2014 
 

THE LADY CLARE FUND 
 

ANNUAL REPORT for 2015 (year ending 30 September 2015) 
 
The Lady Clare Fund, Clare College, Trinity Lane, Cambridge, CB2 
1TL, is registered with the Charity Commission (No. 226613).  It 
was constituted in 1934 by the Clare Association, an Association 
comprising past members of Clare College, by Deed of Trust. 
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Administration: The Fund is managed and administered by a 
Council, consisting of the Master, four Fellows of Clare College 
elected by the Governing Body of Clare College, and up to four 
members appointed by the Clare Association.  During the year the 
Council comprised: 

A. S. Lord Grabiner QC, Master of Clare, Chairman 
Governing Body of Clare Clare Association 
Mr C. C. Turpin, Hon. Secretary Ms E. Marksteiner 
Prof A. S. Sinclair Dr G. H. Wright 
Dr K. F. Riley Dr M. G. Bown, Hon. Treasurer 
   (until 5.12.2014) 
Dr R. M. Harris (from 5.12.2014) Ms C. E. Jenkins 
 
The Master is Chairman ex officio.  The Council elects from among 
its members the Treasurer and either one Secretary or two Joint 
Secretaries.  It may appoint between two and four trustees, in whose 
names any property or investments of the Fund are vested. 
 
Objects: The Charity was set up to give financial help to 
beneficiaries who are in need and who are either former members of 
the College or their dependants.  The help may be in the form of 
grants or loans, and may be to relieve immediate distress or on a 
continuing basis.  The Fund may also help with the education or 
advancement in life of such people. 

Applications are solicited through the Clare Association Annual 
which is sent to those former members of the College for whom an 
address is known. 

Activities during the year: Grants totalling £14,750 were made in 
the year to former members of the College.   

No loans were made during the year.  It was agreed to write off two 
loans totalling £30,000 which were considered to be not 
recoverable. 
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Finances: The Fund has equity investments valued at £237,414 at 
30 September 2015, generating income of £8,269.  During the year 
an unrealised loss of £14,944 was incurred on the investments.  The 
net deficit of £36,539 (mainly resulting from the irrecoverable 
loans) resulted in the total funds available reducing to £314,467. 

 
 

‘OLD  CLARE’ NEWS  
 

 
       1934 
Peter Rintoul—we have been notified of his death on 11.1.2015; he 

read Geography.  (He was a centenarian.  Ed.) 
 
     1937 
Donald le Strange Campbell—news reaches us, through Who was 

Who, of his death on 10.3.2011; he read Natural Sciences. 
 
      1938 
Bernard D.Pickles—we are informed that he ‘died of natural causes 

in old age’; he read Mechanical Sciences. 
 
      1939 
Robin Wyatt—passed away on 30.4.2015, and wife Penelope and 

their daughter survive him; he read Economics. 
 
      1940 
Thomas W.R.East—we had recent news, belatedly, that ‘he passed 

away several years ago’; he read Natural Sciences. 
John K.Oxenham—news reached us of his death on 29.6.2015; he  

read Mathematics. 
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      1941 
Dennis McMullan—news reaches us of his death on 15.1.2015; he 

read Mechanical Sciences; see obituaries. 
Nigel M.Williamson—We have been notified of his death on 

10.3.2015; he read Economics. 
 
      1942  year representative: Mr Alan Swindells 
Robert A.Rowan—news reaches us of his death in March 2015; he 

read Medicine. 
Geoffrey L.Williams—news reaches us of his death in March 2015; 

he read Modern & Medieval Languages. 
 
      1943  year representative: Mr John Appleton 
Ernest E.Cook—we hear that he died on 5.9.2015, and is survived 

by his widow, Frances, who lives in Texas.  He read Natural 
Sciences. 

Robin G.Paterson—passed away on 28.5.2015; he read Agriculture. 
 
      1944  year representative: 
Randolph G.Beard—news reaches us of his death on 2.11.2015; he 

studied Medicine. 
 
      1945  year representative:  
Martyn P.Grubb—brief wartime visit for flight training; see year 

1948. 
A.Murray Macbeath—a remarkable man, who came to Clare as a 

graduate student.  Among other activity, he was elected a Clare 
Fellow in Mathematics in 1950.  He died in Warwick on 
14.5.2015, at the age of 90; see obituaries. 

 
      1946  year representative: Dr Michael Bown 
Thomas M,Hunter—after losing mail contact, we are informed that 

he has died; he read History. 
J.H.G. (Sir John) Leahy—we are informed of his death on 

17.11.2015; he read Classics; see obituaries. 



62 

      1947  year representative:  
Anthony Jensen—news reaches us of his death on 27.2.2015; he 

read Natural Sciences. 
John H.Rhodes—formerly Chief Agricultural Officer for Lesotho, 

for which service he was awarded OBE in the New Year 
Honours for 1969; news reaches us of his death in South Africa 
on 7.1.2015. 

Commander J.Neil Wishart—news reaches us of his death, at an 
unknown date.  At some time he served in the Navy.  He came 
to Clare in 1947 to read Mechanical Sciences, and was a 
member of the 1st May boat in 1949, which went to Head of the 
River.   His widow offers to donate his blazer to the Boat Club. 

 
      1948  year representative: 
Martyn P.Grubb--news reaches us of his death in 2014; he read 

Economics, History and Theology IA; see obituaries. 
Francis H.L.Petre—read Law and History;  onetime Deputy Circuit 

Judge; see obituaries. 
Victor Hugo Watson—we are informed of his death on 25.2.2015; 

he read Natural Sciences; see obituaries. 
 
      1949  year representative:  
The Hon. John Guest—news reaches us of his death on 29.6.2015; 

he read Architecture. 
David C.Maddocks—we have notice of his death in October 2014; 

he read Mechanical Sciences. 
Henry B.Oxenham—we are informed by his son, Hugh, that Henry  

(who read Economics) died on 30.4.2015, aged 86; see 
obituaries 

Nigel W.H.Sylvester—news reaches us of his death on 13.11.2015, 
at the age of 86. 

 
      1950  year representative: Prof Alan Gillett OBE DSc 
J.Michael C.Coates—after a career in teaching, he was taken with a 

rare form of encephalitis and died, aged 83; see obituaries. 
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Alan H.P.Gillett—sends news that he and his wife enjoyed a family 
celebration of their Diamond Wedding anniversary, with a two-
night stay at a fine hotel near Windsor. 

James B.Jonas—we have been notified of his death on 12.11.2014; 
he read Law. 

John S.Jose—news reaches us of his death ‘recently’; he read 
Pathology.  Earlier in life he worked as a clinical director for 
Royal Adelaide Hospital, Australia. 

John F.Parsons—who read Law, has passed away ‘recently’, and is 
survived by his wife, Anna Marie and two sons.  See obituaries.  

James M.Renshall—who  studied English, passed away, some three 
years after suffering a stroke, on 21.5.2015; his wife, Kate, 
writes ‘Using the mastery of words which he developed at 
Clare, he had a distinguished career in the accountancy 
profession: the Expert Witness Institute, Accounting Standards, 
Centre for Dispute Resolution.  He was also master of the 
Company of Chartered Accountants in 1996.’ See obituaries. 

 
      1951 year representative: Mr Robert K Jackson FRCS, Dr George Knox 
Brian Buckroyd—we are informed of his death on 29.7.2015, by 

his daughter; he read Mechanical Sciences. 
Christopher Dulake—we have a report that he died peacefully on 

11.10.2015, aged 82, after being cared for at Pilgrims Hospice, 
Ashford, Kent. 

William B.Hill—news reaches us of his death on 31.7.2015, aged 
83; he read Natural Sciences. 

David F.Lowther—a friend of his informs us of his death; see 
obituaries. 

A.J. (Jim) Skinner—he read Classics, and worked in finance.  He 
suffered with Parkinson's and passed away on 6.3.2015. 

The Rev’d E.G.F.Swinnerton—news reaches us of his death, at a 
date unknown; he read Natural Sciences. 
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      1952  year representative: Dr John Owen MBE 
C.E.W.(Bill) Emmerich—passed away in hospital in Ashford on 

9.11.2015; he read Engineering. 
Brian W.H.Goodman—news reaches us of his death, aged 81, in 

Salt Lake City on 2.6.2013; he read History.   See obituaries. 
 
      1953  year representative: Mr David Kirkman 
David G.Ryland—his son informs us of his father’s death on 

31.8.2014; he read Mechanical Sciences, 
 
      1954  year representative: Mr Michael Woods 
Andrew R.Elkington—an opthalmologist, died on 11.9.2014 after a 

seven month illness; see obituaries. 
Richard R.Kershaw—a sportsman and Commonwealth Service 

man, was later seen frequently on TV.  He suffered for some 
years with a rare form of bone cancer and died in April 2014.  
See obituaries. 

M.Robin Steward—news reaches us of his death; he read Law; see 
obituaries. 

G.Christopher Sutcliffe—news reaches us of his death on 
24.9.2015, aged 80; he read Mechanical Sciences. 

Peter Wardle—news reaches us belatedly of his death on 
6.12.2008; he read Botany. 

 
      1955  year representative: Mr Michael Sullivan 
John Lendrum—his daughter informs us of his death on 17.1.2015; 

he read for Medicine. 
Murray W.Low—passed away on 19.5.2015; he read Engineering. 
 
      1956  year representative: Mr Stephen Jackobi OBE 
Paul V.Cope—we are informed by his wife of his death on 

23.1.2015; he studied aeronautics.  See obituaries. 
W.Patrick Gowers—we are notified of his death, at an unknown 

date.  A quote from Facebook reads “We're saddened to 
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announce the death of Patrick Gowers, a Clare alumnus and 
composer, perhaps best known for his scores for the 1980s and 
1990s TV adaptations of the Sherlock Holmes stories.  The 
Choir's recording of his much-loved Viri Galilaei will be 
released on their forthcoming Harmonia Mundi USA album, 
Ascendit Deus: Music for Ascensiontide and Pentecost this 
spring.” 

 
      1957  year representative: Dr Roger White 
C.Oliver Jenkins—we have news that he died some time in 

December 2015.  He read medicine and specialised in 
neurology.  In 1969 he went to Canada and did important work 
on the preventin or treatment of cases of stroke. 

George W.Patterson—studied Law here, gaining a double-first and 
a university prize.  In recent times he had been suffering from 
heart failure, and he passed away on 27.7.2015;  see obituaries. 

 
      1958 year representative: The Rt Hon. the Lord Hacking 
James R.Russell—news reaches us of his death on 2.3.2015, aged 

75; he read Natural Sciences. 
 
      1959  year representative: Mr Brian Hughes 
Terry D.Jenkins—we are informed of is death by his widow, 

Jeanne; he read Mathematics. 
John D.Rinkel—his wife informs us of his death on 27.12.2013; he 

read Natural Sciences. 
 
      1961    year representative: Prof Hugh Macmillan, Mr Robert Wootton 
Richard H.Britnell—(FBA) died on 17.12.2013, after suffering a 

long illness; he read History; see obituaries. 
Christopher J.Holmes—(CBE) news reaches us of his death on 

9.12.2014; see obituaries. 
 
      1962 year representative: Mr Ian Christians, Mr David Cope 
John F.Archer—we have a report of his death, at an unknown date. 
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      1963  year representative:  Mr John Clare 
(Major) Alan I.Clouter—we note publicity of his death on 

20.2.2015; see obituaries.  He took a short course in 
Engineering, and in 1971 was awarded the George Medal for 
bravery in disarming bombs.  See obituaries. 

Peter S.Cochran--passed away from a brain haemorrhage on 
20.5.2015.  He read English, and acted in his early career before 
turning to teaching; he is survived by his two daughters Abi and 
Emily.  See obituaries. 
 
      1964  year representative: Col. Colin Heggie 
Jeremy D.Haines—passed away peacefully on 21.8.2015 from a 

brain tumour, ‘after fighting his affliction for eight months, with 
great detemination’.  He read Mechanical Sciences, and is 
survived by his wife, Julie, and four children. 

 
      1965  year representative: The Rev’d Roger Stoakes 
Simon Dunmore—news reaches us of his death, at a date unknown; 

he read Natural Sciences. 
 
      1968 year representative: Dr Laurence Gerlis, Mr Daniel Roble 
D.J..(Sir David) Watson—we hear of his death in office as 

Principal of Green Templeton College, Oxford; he read History 
at Clare; see obituaries. 

 
      1969  year representative: Mr Mohammed Amin 
A.Rowland Johnson—his family informs us of his death on 

19.12.2014, aged 64; he read Law.  See obituaries. 
 
      1972  year representative: Dr Nigel Puttick 
David A.Holmes—news reached us, in August, of his death; he 

read English. 
Claire E.Parker—competing against 10,000 applicants, she was 
picked for the BBC's "The Big Painting Challenge", airing at 6pm 
on Sundays (the series ran for six episodes). 
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Richard M Schwartz—we have a report of his death on 21.2.2015; 
he read History.    See obituaries. 

 
      1973 year representatives: Dr Nicola Jackson, Mr Andrew Stott 
Lucy Carolan—a brilliant performer on keyboard instruments from 

even an age as early as 12.  Later, she studied at Clare for a PhD 
in Music, but, sadly, did not complete the degree.  After 
suffering a number of health problems, she passed away, in 
Edinburgh, on 4.9. 2015.  See obituaries. 

John Hurley—now retired from DeltaRail (formerly British Rail 
Research) after a career spent mostly developing systems for 
railway signalling control and operations control. Worked on 
the latter with David Rawlings (1985). Awarded gold medal by 
Tranport Salaried Staffs Association for services as staff 
representative & union branch secretary. 

Shane A.Saunders—we are informed of his death on 18.11.2014; 
he read Mathematics. 

 
      1974  year representative: Ms Yvonne Jerrold 
Christopher N.Buckley—worked as a Supply Chain Management 
Consultant in IT and passed away on the 14.6. 2014; he read 
Engineering. 
 
      1976  year representative: Dr Antony Socrates 
Martin R.Phelan—formerly an orthopaedic physician, passed away 

peacefully on 28.5.2015 in Candle Court care home, London. 
 
      1981  year representative: Mr Anthony Davis 
The Revd James Foster—news reaches us of his death on 

30.7.2015, aged 85; he sought a qualification in Education. 
 
      1983  year representative: vacant 
C.E. Mark Denny—we have notice of his death, at age 50, on 

8.5.2015; he read Law. 
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Richard A.Lawrence—sadly, we report the death of his wife Julia 
(see 1986). 

 
      1986  year representative: Dr Ratul Roy 
Brian A.McCauley—‘passed away recently’; he read Engineering. 
Julia Lawrence (aka Perry)—we have the sad news that Julia died 

on 16.1.2015; she read Anglo-Saxon/Norse/Celtic. 
      1993  year representative: Ms Sally Hotchkin 
Diana A.Galletly—‘passed away peacefully’ at Addenbrooke’s 

Hospital on 17.12.2014, aged 40; she read Engineering. 
 
      1996  year representative: Mrs Mythili Orton 
Michael P.Evans—news reaches us that he died in November 2015 

from a congenital anomaly of the colon - something that is 
usually either fatal or cured in childhood.  In Michael's case it 
escaped notice until now and his death at the age of 37 was 
sudden and unexpected; he read Chemistry. 

David R.Squires—news reaches us of his death on 3.12.2015. 
 

      1997  year representative: Mr Ashish Gupta 
Susan E.Hains—news reaches us of her death, aged 57, on 

10.8.2015. 
Natalie N.Roberts-- accepted her nomination to become Clare 

College's Alumna of the Year 2015.  On 9.2.2015 Natalie joined 
our 2nd year Undergraduates for Halfway Hall, and gave a truly 
inspirational speech about her career and work with Médécins 
Sans Frontières.  She also talked about the value of her time at 
Clare and how the skills she learned at College, outside of her 
academic work in particular, had helped her in her working life. 

 
      2013 
Georgia Betteridge—a current student in Human Social and 

Political Sciences was unable to complete her second year and 
passed away, on the evening of 4.10.2015, after suffering with a 
terminal illness for some time. 
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      2014 
Toby Hession—in November 2015, congratulations go to this Clare 

Music student, Choral Scholar and Instrumental Award Holder, 
who has been announced as a winner of The King's Singers 
carol composition competition.  Toby's winning composition 
will be performed in King's College Chapel, published by 
Edition Peters and broadcast on Classic FM. 

Leo Popplewell—winner of the competition for Clare Carol 
Composition.  All five submitted entries this year were of a very 
high quality, each showing some originality in their setting of 
the Lux fulgebit text. 
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OBITUARIES 
 

RICHARD HUGH BRITNELL carved out a novel and interesting 
career as an economic historian.  As we struggle with current 
financial crises, we may be tempted to look fondly back to times 
when economics was ‘plain and simple’.  The middle ages are 
sometimes imagined as a time of self-sufficiency, when we grew 
our own crops and made our own bread.  Richard Britnell, who has 
died on 17.12.2013 at the age of 69, after a long illness, made his 
name as a historian by showing that trade and money played a 
central part in medieval life. 

  Richard came to Clare in 1961, aged 17, at a time when the up- 
and down-swings of the medieval economy were thought to reflect 
the expansion and decline of population.  The idea had a strong 
logic, but did not explain the dynamics behind, for instance, the rise 
of towns.  As a research student, he analysed the records of landed 
estates in Essex, explored their sales of grain, and then moved on to 
look at weekly markets, which operated not only in towns but also 
in villages in growing numbers in the 13th century. 

 After Cambridge, at the age of 22, he was appointed a lecturer at 
Durham University, and there he stayed, initially in the economic 
history department.  Here he taught mainly the modern period, and 
later included history.  He became professor in 1997, but six years 
later, ill-health forced him to take early retirement, and for 10 years 
as emeritus professor he continued to publish and to be involved in 
the university and the city. He was elected a Fellow of the British 
Academy in 2005. 

 His book The Commercialisation of English Society, 1000-1500  
(1993) set out clearly and comprehensively the view that change, 
most rapid in the 13th century, was driven by markets, urban growth 
and expanding trade. The inhabitants of even the remotest village 
and the most traditional feudal lord sold their surpluses of grain, 
wool and animals, and as money flowed, better methods of keeping 
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accounts were introduced, farmers specialised in the most profitable 
crops, and industries multiplied in both country and town. 

 Those reading Richard had to banish from their minds a picture 
of slow-witted peasants concerned solely with routines of ploughing 
and planting. They were, for example, often making decisions about 
the sale and purchase of parcels of land. 

 Richard is noted as having been restrained and modest in 
manner, but you were soon aware of an acute mind and great 
reserves of wisdom.  He was careful in his writing and 
presentations, and criticized (usually gently) those who ventured 
into rash or unjustified generalisations.  He was a skilled organiser 
of conferences, in which he quietly established a friendly 
atmosphere.  In quiet ways, he had other interests, including some 
skill in musical performance at a keyboard. 

 He married his wife, Jenny, a lecturer in French at Durham, in 
1973.  Sadly, she died in 2011, and he is survived by his sons, John 
and David. 

LUCY ANN GEMMA CAROLAN died on 4 September 2015. 

Richard Abram (1975)   writes: 

 The Scottish harpsichordist and musicologist Lucy Carolan, 
who has died aged 62, was an exceptionally gifted Bach interpreter 
and scholar.  Her memorial is the highly praised recording of the 
Six Partitas that she made for the Signum label in 1998; it is a nice 
point as to whether the playing or the performer’s own booklet 
notes are finer. 
 
 The only child of the Prix de Rome-winning painter and lecturer 
Eugene Carolan (1909–1990) and his wife Jessie (a daily devotee of 
the Scotsman crossword), Carolan was born, on 5 October 1952, 
and brought up in Edinburgh.  She became a pupil of the legendary 
Mary Moore, and in time a formidable teenage pianist: there was a 
competition Carnaval, the ‘Wanderer’ Fantasy was in her repertoire 
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alongside Bartók’s Suite Op.14; she gave Prokofiev’s Third 
Concerto at the Usher Hall.  At barely 16, Carolan early entered the 
University of Edinburgh, where she read music and graduated in 
1972 with first-class honours (then an uncommon distinction 
indeed).  And it was as an undergraduate that she became fascinated 
by the world-famous Russell Collection of early keyboard 
instruments and took up the harpsichord.  There followed a 
scholarship to Amsterdam and an indelibly influential year of study 
with Gustav Leonhardt before, in 1973, she registered at Clare 
College, Cambridge, for a PhD on the keyboard works of Peter 
Philips.  (It was characteristic that when the duly completed thesis 
was referred, in part on the purely technical grounds that Mrs 
Carolan’s typing was not quite immaculate, her daughter would not 
make the necessary corrections and resubmit.) 

 Carolan stayed on in Cambridge in a huge, college-owned 
graduate house called the Golden Stoat (after a putative German inn 
sign).  Looming eviction encouraged a move, and she became a 
partner in a similarly huge, shared-ownership house bankrolled by 
student lodgers and christened Son of Stoat.  Both provided a mildly 
chaotic but stable enough base for her to develop a wide-ranging 
concert and recording career as continuo player: perhaps most 
notably with the Taverner Players, but also as a member for some 
years of Circa 1500, L’Ecole d’Orphée and La Raphaele.  As soloist 
and accompanist – on harpsichord, clavichord and fortepiano – she 
appeared throughout Europe, in music from the Dublin Virginal 
Manuscript to Michael Tippett.  In Carolan’s core repertoire, J. S. 
Bach could find himself jostling equally with Antoine Forqueray, 
whose music she reckoned ‘cosmic’ (this, her highest pitch of 
praise, was invariably pronounced in an American accent: 
‘caasmic’).  She was, as her Clare contemporary and close friend 
John Kitchen noted in his funeral eulogy, a ‘harpsichordist of great 
distinction’. 

 In her native Edinburgh, Carolan was a founder member in 1980 
(and committee member till her death) of the Georgian Concert 
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Society and a fixture as soloist at the festival and its fringe.  She 
was nonpareil as an engaging and insightful writer of CD notes 
(Brahms especially), as she was in her occasional reviews for the 
journal Early Music.  She also lectured at the Open University 
(Bach and Byrd), taught the harpsichord at the Birmingham 
Conservatoire and worked as a freelance copy-editor for Cambridge 
University Press.  She liked clothes (vivid colours) and curries (hot, 
no rice).  In those early Stoat years Carolan was a gourmet host and 
witty company, great and lively fun (and perhaps unlikely 
character-participant in play readings).  Along the way – how? – she 
acquired well-accented German and Italian.  
 
 In fact Lucy had always been great fun, certainly from when I 
first knew her at Clare in 1975.  She was alas by then already 
showing signs of the arthritic condition ankylosing spondylitis; as it 
developed, it would come to hamper her playing in different ways, 
though fortunately her hands were spared any permanent effect.  
And she was also teetotal – she simply did not ‘like the taste of 
alcohol’ (John Rutter’s Christmas punch therefore admissible).  
Later she confessed that was a feint: she was terrified she might go 
the same way as her father.  

 Oddly perhaps, Lucy had coped well with student life.  But the 
pressures of socialising with musicians, the professional necessity 
of travel – she had many, many phobias – and an unerring 
propensity for unsuitable men soon induced the habit of drink and in 
due course serious alcoholism.  Work dried up, and for at least the 
last decade, Lucy’s life was a heart-breaking spiral of drink, 
depression and debt. 

 
 Inevitably, the Son of Stoat trust had to be dissolved; in 2006 
Lucy moved back to Edinburgh, where she bought a handsome flat 
in Bruntsfield.  Threat of repossession forced the sale of the 
property in 2012, but the close attention of loyal friends saw her 
through the purchase of a suitable flat in Leith.  Though Lucy’s 
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erratic behaviour alienated some, she retained a close circle of 
support.  There were occasional private recitals, and latterly she had 
found a measure of solace in a return to the Catholicism of her 
youth.  But living alone, without work or occupation, she had no 
reason or desire to stop drinking.  Both her parents predeceased her; 
she never married. 
 
This obituary first appeared in ‘Early Music’ (Feb 2016) and is 
reprinted by kind permission of Oxford University Press. 
 
ALAN IAN CLOUTER, who rose to the rank of an Army Major, 

completed a remarkable life of service on 
20.2.2015, aged 73.  Born in Woolwich, he 
was educated at Haberdashers’ Aske’s 
Boys’ School and Welbeck College.  He 
then went to Sandhurst in 1961 and was 
commissioned into the REME. 

 After serving with the Light Aid 
Detachment of 7 Para RHA, he came to 
Clare in 1963 to learn aspects of 
Engineering.  He moved on to the REME 
Depot for a year, and then transferred to the 

RAOC (Ordnance Corps) and served a spell in Singapore. 

 In 1970, Alan returned to England, gained further training in 
bomb disposal techniques, and in March 1971 was posted to HQ 
Northern Ireland.  The stories of cool nerves and survival of danger 
are many.  In one case, an explosion at a pub was attended by Alan 
and an NCO, who then found themselves threatened by a gathering 
crowd.  They were armed, but this did not guarantee safety.  The 
situation was resolved in their favour by the arrival of the Reverend 
Ian Paisley, whose booming instruction to the crowd to disperse was 
heeded; Alan felt that their very lives had been saved. 
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 In the autumn of 1971, Capt Clouter was in a 3-man team under 
Major George Styles which was called to a bomb left in a telephone 
booth in the Europa Hotel, Belfast.  The bomb had to be disarmed in 
stages, each minutely planned, before the device could be pulled 
away and removed safely; it all took about six hours. 

 Just two days later, three masked men held the hotel staff at 
gunpoint while a fourth man left a heavy box by the reception desk.  
This device, bearing a mocking motto, was designed to confuse the 
Army team.  The hazardous work of removing it took nine hours, 
but was successful.  Captain Coulter received the George Medal for 
bravery, and Major Styles likewise the George Cross. 

 Alan is credited with a notable part in the design of a remotely-
controlled vehicle which might disrupt an explosive device without 
loss of human life.  He may have welcomed a posting to the BAOR 
, for his final 18 years in the Army.  After this, he initially remained 
in Germany as a civilian advisor on health and safety at work.  He 
followed this with other jobs on the same theme. 

 He is survived by a son and daughter of his first marriage, and 
three step-children of his second. 

JAMES MICHAEL CAMPBELL COATES, a most dedicated 
teacher, had a father who was a staff officer in the Queen's 
Regiment and fought in both world wars.  Michael was born in 
Camberley, near Sandhurst, in 1931, but there was an early divorce 
between his parents.  One of Michael's earliest memories was the 
Quetta earthquake in Pakistan in 1934, and being carried outside at 
night for safety.  Being an only child of a serving soldier, Michael 
was brought up by his elderly paternal grandparents in Manchester. 

 At the age of 8 he was sent to Bramcote School in Scarborough 
and from his second year onwards, as a precaution against air raids, 
the school was evacuated to a country estate near Skipton.  He was 
head boy there and went on to Marlborough, his father's old school.  
Michael ‘had a good eye’ and was in the 1st XI cricket team for two 
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seasons as wicket keeper and became both captain of cricket and 
senior prefect of the school.  He was also a good hockey and 
racquets player. 

 Michael came to Clare in 1950, reading Classics for his first 
year and then changing to History. He graduated BA, then stayed on 
to do his Diploma in Education in Cambridge, with the second term 
at Rugby School.   

 Newly qualified, he was appointed to teach at Sedbergh where 
he spent a very happy two years before Rugby lured him back.  
There, he was form master and house tutor and ran the under-16 
cricket successfully for 11 years.  His interests were wide, including 
master in charge of Racquets, Debating and Natural History 
Societies, and social services as an alternative to corps drill.  In 
1961 he was licensed as a lay reader in the Church of England and 
was responsible for chapel services for 150 junior boys.  In 1963, he 
married Judy Sopwith. 

 Michael and his family moved in 1967 to take the post of 
Headmaster at a familiar place: Bramcote School, Scarborough.  In 
his two years there, he broadened and modernised the school ready 
to handover to his successor, another Bramcotian.  It can be seen as 
a sign of success that in 1969 he was invited to be the headmaster of 
Monkton Combe Junior School, Bath. 

 He remained at this post for 15 happy years, involved not only 
in school life but also in the Independent Association of Prep 
Schools (IAPS) South West District.  In 1984 he was appointed to 
London as Secretary of IAPS, at age 53 the youngest holder in a 
post normally reserved for a retired prep school head: seven years 
here brought him to retirement. 

 Michael was much involved in church matters, particularly at 
Holy Trinity, Brompton, and was in demand as a preacher and 
speaker.  He combined exposition with wisdom and clarity: a gentle 
caring man, his humour was much appreciated by his hearers.  At  
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age 75, he retired to Sherbourne, Dorset and kept busy with his 
hobbies.  Eventually, a rare form of encephalitis meant three and a 
half years of suffering, firstly in hospital and then in a care home.  
Six of his Clare friends were known to have visited him there. 

PETER SMITH COCHRAN, a independent scholar who became 
one of the world’s leading 
authorities on Lord Byron has died.  
He was born in Edinburgh, but grew 
up in London and went to grammar 
school in Ipswich.  He developed a 
passion for the theatre which 
expanded after he came to Clare in 
1963.  He read English, and was 
able to stay on after graduation to 
do further study.  Peter served as 
secretary of the Footlights group 

and appeared frequently on stage in Cambridge productions. 

 After university, he made his living as an actor, first with the 
Royal Shakespeare Company (1967-70) and then in repertory 
(1970-76).  Eventually, frustration with this career led him to work 
as an English teacher at Margaret Dane School for Girls (1976-80). 
He then took the post of Head of English and drama at 
Hertfordshire and Essex High School for Girls (1980-2002), also 
based in Bishop’s Stortford, Essex. 

 Alongside his teaching, Peter developed a passionate interest in 
Byron.  Many English critics, he believed, mistrusted the poet’s 
proclaimed ‘universality, versatility and cosmopolitan[ism]’, and 
had turned him into ‘a cruel and arrogant bore’.  Furthermore, he 
declared that a close look at Byron’s manuscripts revealed many 
divergences from the printed editions.  In 1993, Peter Cochran 
created a new edition of Byron’s The Vision of Judgment and 
submitted it as a thesis for a PhD at the University of Glasgow.  His 
many subsequent books on the poet included “Romanticism” – and 
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Byron (2009); Byron and Italy (2012); Byron’s European Impact 
(2015), and several edited collections. 

 Christine Kenyon Jones, honorary research fellow in English at 
King’s College London, praised Dr Cochran for “offering deeply 
knowledgeable but fiercely independent commentary on almost all 
aspects of matters Byronic….   All of us will have our own 
memories of Peter’s ebullience, his wit and humour, his enthusiasm, 
his strong likes and equally strong dislikes, and the powerful sense 
of his presence in a room, which was perhaps related to his abilities 
as an actor and director.  Peter was often at his most stimulating 
when at his most combative, and the individuality of his ‘take’ on 
Byron gave an edge and excitement to what otherwise might be 
bland or over-academic debates.” 

PAUL VICTOR COPE was born in Ewell, Epsom in April 1937, 
and came to Clare in 1956.  He had an elder brother, Michael, who 
also came to Clare during the war.  Paul read Engineering, 
specialising in aeronautics.  Among other interests, he especially 
enjoyed rowing for his College. 

 After leaving Cambridge, Paul took up 
a position as aerodynamicist at Hawker 
Aircraft, where he made a major 
contribution to the design of the P1127 
Hawker Harrier jump-jet.  Then, for a short 
time, he worked on ship hydrodynamics 
and novel propulsion systems, at the 
Admiralty Research Laboratory in 
Teddington. 

 In a further change, Paul joined Hunting 
Engineering in Bedfordshire, and worked on the performance of 
special weapons systems.  This led, in 1983, to his joining Plessey 
Aerospace and then Vital Technologies working on civil nuclear 
engineering, with special focus on safety and waste management.  A 
busy and mobile career concluded with ten happy years with the 
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Society of British Aerospace Companies, where he was involved in 
organising the Farnborough Air Show.  

 Throughout his life, Paul offered voluntary help with the 
Church, the local art society (of which he was sometime chairman), 
and committees at Brunel University and the local hospital.  He 
married Kirsteen Kennedy back in August 1960, and they had a 
family of son and daughter, who were doubtless his joy and support.  
He was active until the day he died, peacefully at home with his 
family.  This came after a 20-year battle with prostate and bowel 
cancer, very bravely borne, on 24.1.2015. 

ANDREW ROBERT ELKINGTON, who was a distinguished 
ophthalmologist, well respected and loved by family, friends, 
colleagues and patients, died on the 11th September 2014 after a 
seven month illness. 

 Medicine was in his blood, for he was the fifth in a family of 
doctors; his two brothers are doctors and two of his sons are 
doctors.  Andrew was born in Shropshire, educated at Repton 
School, and came to Clare College in 1954 to read for Medicine, 
then qualifying at St Thomas's Hospital.  It was there that he met his 
wife, Patricia Wright. 

 After house jobs at St Thomas's Hospital, Andrew drove to 
Nepal with his wife and Peter Steele, a friend, to work in a mission 
hospital.  After their marriage in 1964 Andrew and Patricia went 
with Peter Steele and family to run the Grenfell Foundation Flying 
Doctor service in Newfoundland, North Labrador. 

 On his return to London, he trained in Ophthalmology at 
Moorfields Hospital becoming FRCS{Ophth} in 1966 and then 
became one of the original fellows of the Royal College of 
Ophthalmologists (RCO) in 1988.  He was appointed Consultant at 
Southampton University Hospital in 1974 and became Professor of 
Ophthalmology a few years later.   
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 Andrew was elected President of the RCO in 1994 until 1997.  
He had played a major part in the development of the College, 
which was granted a Royal Charter in 1993.  He was awarded a 
CBE ‘for services to medicine’ in the Queen’s Birthday Honours in 
June 1996.  His memory endures with an Elkington prize in 
Ophthalmology. 

 He had always had an interest in teaching and the management 
of examinations both here and in Europe.  This led him to write 
well-known works on his subject.  His Clinical Optics was for many 
years the recognised text for RCO exams.   The ABC of Eyes is a 
compilation of articles written with P.T.Khaw, for the British 
Medical Journal, and is familiar to most ophthalmologists.  

 Charity work played an important part in his life.  He was 
President of the British Council for the Prevention of Blindness, and 
he created a charity called “The Gift of Sight” based in 
Southampton.  Andrew was a good friend with an abundance of 
charm and good looks.  His friendship was quiet and sincere.  He 
invariably greeted people with a warm and welcoming smile.  

 Andrew always had an interest in nature and was an enthusiastic 
birdwatcher.  He and Patricia created an exceptionally beautiful 
garden enjoyed by many, including their four sons, daughters-in-
law, and eleven grandchildren.  He was a much-loved husband, 
father and grandfather, and will be greatly missed by family, friends 
and his patients.  

BRIAN WILLIAM HAROLD GOODMAN was born in 
Liverpool: being an only child, Brian formed a lifelong bond with 
his cousin John Goodman. They found ways to make growing up in 
a war zone seem normal. Brian attended Merchant Taylor’s School 
in Crosby, Liverpool and chose to do his National Service in the 
Army at that time.  He was stationed in Egypt, where he gave 18 - 
24 months service. 
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 Brian came to Clare in 1952, and apparently summed it up as 
“majoring in History with a ‘minor’ in rugby”.  An inveterate 
history buff, after graduation in 1955, Brian went to America to 
pursue his Master’s degree in History at Yale University.  In 1960 
he was married to Marilyn Brynes, with whom he had two children, 
Alistair and Nicholas. 

 For a while Brian worked for the British Foreign Office, during 
which time the family lived either in England or New York.  
However, the majority of his professional life was spent working for 
Barclay’s Bank.  

 On retirement in 1991, Brian reinvented himself and became 
the State Park Manager for the historic New York City Aqueduct, a 
job which perfectly combined his love of the outdoors with his 
desire to preserve history.  The aqueduct runs for 26 miles through 
some spectacular parts of the New York suburbs.  He also became 
involved with The Friends of the Old Croton Aqueduct and was a 
constant presence on the trail as he worked passionately to return its 
many features to the former glory, which he felt it so richly 
deserved.  

 In 2003 Brian again made a dramatic change in his life, when 
he moved to Anchorage, Alaska.  His true love of the outdoors 
became his focal point as he spent hours hiking and exploring the 
Chugach Range each week.  He also joined the Eagle River Nature 
Centre, becoming President of the Friends of the Nature Centre in 
2005-2006.  Here he devoted himself once more with great passion, 
and he is remembered as ‘the pleasant Englishman who never failed 
to strike up a conversation with visitors on the trails’.  

 During this time he made many new friends, joined the 
Opportunities for Lifelong Education in Anchorage as a Board 
member, and sat on the Chugach State Park Advisory Committee.  
Brian Goodman passed away aged 81 at the home of his son in Salt 
Lake City, Utah on 2nd June 2013.  He was surrounded by his 
family during his final days, when he lost his battle with prostate 
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cancer.  He is survived by his two sons, five grandchildren, and his 
cousin John Goodman.  

MARTYN PATRICK GRUBB, a pioneer in the priesthood of 
workers, has died at the age of 87.  He was the son of Kenneth 
Grubb, who was knighted for services to the Church overseas, but 
Martyn did not know his father well, as he had worked in South 
America throughout Martyn’s childhood.  He also had no clear 
memories of his mother, who died when he was just turned five.  He 
was brought up in the home of his maternal grandmother and 
grandfather in Birkenhead with his younger brother Fred, by a 
much-loved Nanny.  

 His childhood until aged fourteen was fairly settled but lacked 
something of family warmth.  His parents had met through their 
shared interest in mission, and Martyn was influenced by the 
evangelical teaching of the Sunday School.  At age 11 or 12 he had 
an experience of great joy when, in his evening prayers, he really 
felt that he had forgiven his brother, Fred, for some misdemeanor.  
At times in his life he would say that this original experience had 
never entirely left him and lay behind all his endeavours. 

 Martyn became 18 in wartime, and he had started a training 
course with the Fleet Air Arm in Cambridge in 1945 before it was 
decided that too many pilots were being trained and the whole 
cohort had been transferred to naval college.  He became an Able 
Seaman, mostly stationed off South Africa, and this was a formative 
experience for him, leaving him with a desire to work with ‘human 
problems’ in his life rather than study the science he had once 
intended.  He had discovered that he was at ease with men of a 
different social background,  and that his belief in the power of 
Christian love was an active force which had enabled him not only 
to tolerate but to thrive on his naval experiences.  

 He emerged from the Navy with considerable self-confidence, a 
joy of working with his hands, and a sense of the enjoyment and 
adventure of life, as well as considerable experience of mountain 
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climbing.  His brother records that his interest in the conditions 
under which others lived went back to his early childhood - that 
when Fred was watching ships on the Mersey, Martyn would 
comment on the queues of unemployed men.  

 He came up to Clare in 1948 and sat Economics I the first year 
and History Part II in 1950.   For his final year he took Theology 
IA.  It is said that while in Cambridge, he agonised over the nature 
of Christian belief.  On the one hand he never doubted the reality of 
his experience of ‘Christian love’ and yet, strongly influenced by 
the intellectual climate of the age, he could not see that the 
existence of God could in any way be shown to be true. 

 He gained further experience of working class settings during 
his vacations from study at Cambridge, and concluded that if he 
entered industry as a ‘personnel officer’ he would never have real 
contact with ordinary men as he had had in the Navy.  Before his 
23rd birthday, he seems to have been clear that his mission was 
working as an ordinary factory worker.  He had also met and fallen 
in love with his future wife, Anne, by this time; he talked all these 
things over with her, she sharing their sense of commitment, and 
they were married after they both graduated in 1951.  Their first 
child David was born in 1952, with Marion, Kenneth and Michael 
to follow.   

 Martyn was not alone in perceiving the conditions within 
industry to be a major social problem of the 1950s, the place most 
in need of the Christian message, and a challenge to the church.  
Already in France at this time there was an active worker priest 
movement. Martyn and Anne moved to Southall, in West London, 
where he took jobs in local factories.  Only a few years after he 
started this work he decided to become formally ordained, returning 
to Cambridge in 1956 to Wycliffe College. In 1957, the ‘Worker 
Church Group’ was formed,  renamed ‘The Shop Floor Association’ 
in 1983.  Not surprisingly, many of the worker priests, including 
Martyn, became heavily involved in the trade unions fighting for 
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better working conditions e.g.: factories heated in winter and safety 
guards on machines. The conditions in some factories were 
appalling.  

However by the early 60s a new concern emerged.  There had 
been a rapid influx into Southall of cheap labour recruited from the 
Punjab in India.  Martyn was one of a small group of people who 
became concerned about the nascent tensions both in the industrial 
and domestic settings in Southall resulting from this rapid social 
change. Martyn’s life took an unexpected turn when he was 
persuaded by colleagues to apply for the job of Race Relations 
Officer.   

Martyn was one of the first two such officers in the country.  He 
found this work very demanding, both in itself and through its effect 
on his home life, His work was highly valued by colleagues and 
local stakeholders, and he took many initiatives such as working 
closely with the local police to provide education for their officers 
and develop good community relations. He stayed in post for 13 
years. 

In 1979  Southall endured riots in which there was violence and 
a death, and Martyn himself was dragged down the street.  He was 
badly affected by the apparent failure of decades of work for racial 
harmony; he decided, with the encouragement of his wife Anne, 
that it was finally time to leave, something he had been considering 
for a while.  

He took up work as a mini-cab driver, and after a few months 
realised that this suited him very well. He was practically gifted and 
enjoyed driving, as also meeting people from many walks of life. 
But above all it enabled him to devote his emotional and intellectual 
energies once more to  his interests in religion and the role of faith 
in a healthy society.  

After a period of intense soul-searching, he felt he had 
understood what non-dogmatic core of religious belief was, and  
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found a home in the Ealing Quaker Meeting. In his application for 
membership he had written that he ‘did not believe in God’, but 
some years later he was again happy to use theistic language. He 
felt he could see beyond the atheist/theist divide and he particularly 
developed his ideas in a booklet published by the Quakers in 1989 
entitled ‘Truth and God’. This extract conveys his argument in a 
nutshell:  

‘God is reality, the whole of existence, of which each of us is a 
part. To be in contact with God is to be adjusted to life as it really 
is. When we say that God is love we mean simply that love is the 
ultimate power and ultimate satisfaction in the universe…’ 

He formed, with the support of Quakers from the wider area, a 
group in Southall itself of people who shared his vision - that of 
seeking for truth through respectful meeting based on silence, as 
Quakers did, with the insight that all religions could enhance our 
understanding of this.  He set up Southall Meeting, being clear from 
the outset that he thought this could be as open to Sikh, Hindu or 
Islamic worshippers as to Christians.  And he concerned himself 
deeply with Interfaith matters. In practice, from Southall’s faith 
communities he experienced mutual respect, but little shared 
worship or new members. Nonetheless this little Meeting proved 
active in many fields, and highly supportive and inspirational to 
some vulnerable members of the community, over a number of 
years.  He believed that modern politics and religion had lost their 
way as the discourse of politics became divorced from faith, 
idealism, and personal integrity.  

By his mid-70s Martyn had developed Alzheimer’s disease;  he 
was lovingly helped to continue his activities as long as possible 
with and by his wife Anne, dying at the age of 87 at Threen House 
Nursing Home in Ealing in July 2014. 

CHRISTOPHER JOHN HOLMES, a tireless campaigner for the 
homeless, has died of respiratory failure on 2.12.2014, aged 72.  He 
was born in Yorkshire to parents with strong links to the Methodist 
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Church.  He came to Clare from The Leys School in 1961, and took 
his BA in 1964, having successfully studied Economics.  Two years 
later, he gained a postgraduate management diploma from Bradford 
University.   

 His entry into concerns over housing came almost by accident, 
out of his first employment with John Laing.  His job was in the 
personnel department, in west London, and he rented a home nearby 
in Notting Hill.  The area had many cases of unsatisfactory housing, 
with community groups putting forward complaints and seeking 
legal aid.  Chris got ‘sucked in’ as he tried to help. 

 It was his leadership of the charity Shelter that brought him to 
national attention.  This extended over seven years, 1995 to 2002, 
which saw the charity’s income treble, its advice centres increase in 
number and the number of staff rising to 500 posts.  Under both 
Conservative and Labour governments, Chris was able to campaign 
usefully in favour of those who had no home and no immediate 
prospect of some place considered as ‘affordable’. 

 Notable initiatives on homelessness in east London were, firstly, 
the report of a social exclusion unit on street homelessness in July 
1998, which led to allocation of an extra £3.6bn to tackle disrepair 
in council housing stock.  Even better was the 2002 Homelessness 
Act, in which Shelter was deeply involved.  In this cause, Chris 
drew up a plan for the charity to advise and monitor local councils, 
which were thereby required to draw up appropriate helpful 
strategies. 

 Shortly after this, Chris left Shelter, at least partly because he 
disagreed with plans for a larger London office, against his 
preference for a dispersal of Shelter’s efforts to Northern city 
centres.  He continued his efforts, in other posts, until his health 
began to fail in 2008.  His use of a wheelchair gave him an extra 
cause to pursue; better access for disabled people. 
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 In his illness, he was ably nursed by his second wife, Hattie, 
whom he had met in the early 1980s when she was running the 
Piccadilly advice centre for homeless young people.  Chris is 
survived, and mourned, by Hattie, their two children and two 
children of his first marriage. 

ALBERT ROWLAND JOHNSON, born in February 1951, died 
in his home in Ripponden, West Yorkshire on 19.12.2014. (age 63)   
He came to Clare in1969, and studied Economics and then Law.    
Rowland loved his university years, and took a particular interest in 
student matters, and was President of the JCR for his second year.  
He was known always to be eager to be involved in the best that 
Clare could offer. 

 After graduating from university, Rowland moved to Hong 
Kong and was Director of Burwill Trading for over 10yrs.  In 1985 
Rowland moved back to West Yorkshire with his family and settled 
in Kirk Burton and then Ripponden. 

 Now missed by all who knew him, Rowland will be 
remembered for his sharp humour, love of Formula 1 racing, 
language skills, making the best cheese on toast and for his love of 
Clare.  He leaves two daughters and a grandson. 

RICHARD RUEGG KERSHAW made his mark at Clare and 
became a prominent media personality at an early age.  Born in 1934 
in London, he was a considerable sportsman at Cheltenham School.  
After National Service in Germany, he came to Clare in 1954 and 
played hockey and cricket (a left-handed batsman) for Clare College 
teams.  He continued to be involved with cricket throughout his life, as 
a member of Lords and treasurer of the Lords' Taverners.  At Clare he 
read History, getting a good degree, and making many friends and 
contacts. In 1956 he was editor of the Lady Clare magazine. 

 After passing the fast-stream civil service examination he spent 
only a few years in the Commonwealth Relations Office before 
deciding to do something more adventurous. He had dealt there with 
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Africa, and that continent and its leaders became an area of expertise 
when he moved into journalism. He was one of the founders of the 
'Africa Confidential' newsletter, still in existence. 

 Following periods with the Financial Times and The Scotsman, 
Richard found his real métier in television, where his good looks and 
upright figure began to make him well-known.  He was a roving 
reporter for ITV's 'This Week', dodging guns in various war theatres 
and then he found a home with BBC's Panorama. He covered all 
major world issues, including Northern Ireland.  He became a 
knowledgeable and sometimes sharp interviewer of personalities such 
as Governor Reagan, President Anwar Sadat and Mr Begin, and even 
Colonel Qadhafi and Ayatollah Khomeini.  Among Africans, he also 
interviewed Kenyetta, Balewa and Vorster,. 

 After Panorama, he worked with Robin Day on Newsday, then 
Newsweek, before fronting the early evening 'Nationwide', with a 
high profile. He went on to work with BBC radio until 1983.  He 
hosted special programmes covering aid for Africa. 

 Richard Kershaw married the writer Venetia Murray, with whom 
he had a daughter and took over a stepson. After divorce, he had a 
long-standing happy marriage with the dance critic Jann Parry, with 
more stepchildren. At one time he helped her pull through from a 
serious traffic accident in London. Richard enjoyed his exclusive 
London clubs, and his house in Burgundy country.  He suffered for 
some years with a rare form of bone cancer and died in April 2014. 

Sir JOHN HENRY GLADSTONE LEAHY KCMG was a highly 
regarded and successful diplomat, serving in a wide variety of posts, 
whose career ended with a newsworthy venture into the commercial 
world. 

 He was the youngest of 6 children born to a tea-planter in India.  
After school at Tonbridge he came straight to Clare in 1946, and 
Michael Bown (now a Fellow) remembers him as a contemporary 
who played tennis and squash.  John also played hockey for the 



89 

College, but not being of particularly athletic build, it was only in 
the racquet games, and later with golf, that he kept up an interest in 
sport throughout his life.  He achieved a first in Part II of the 
Classics Tripos, thanks to inspiring supervision by the Senior Tutor, 
Nick Hammond.  He much enjoyed a following year at Yale, with 
the Mellon scholarship.  Only then did Leahy do his two years of 
National Service, with the R.A.F.   

 After applying successfully for the Diplomatic Service, one of 
his first jobs was as a junior Private Secretary to Selwyn Lloyd, who 
was often deputy Foreign Secretary to a sick Anthony Eden.  
Neither man was easy to work for.  In 1955 Leahy took his new 
wife, Anne, with him for a post at the British government’s South-
East Asia Office in Singapore, where by a mischance, not 
uncommon in those days, she contracted polio.  Anne coped with 
this bravely and cheerfully all the rest of her life, during a happy 
marriage with two sons and two daughters.  She survives him, at 
their home in Sussex. 

 Anne’s illness meant that they left Singapore early, but he was 
able to take her on a posting to France, where he did a commercial 
job in the Paris Embassy.  This was at the time of the return of De 
Gaulle.  They loved France and bought a cottage in the south that 
they maintained for 40 years.  After a further 3 years at the Foreign 
Office in London, John was posted to be Head of Chancery in 
Tehran, which he also enjoyed, travelling as much as he could.  
After 3 more years doing an administration job at home he was 
chosen for the key post of Head of News Department, where he 
distinguished himself.  For two and a half years he was the main 
spokesman for the Foreign Office and senior press adviser to the 
Foreign Secretary, at that time Sir Alec Douglas-Home.  He 
established good relations with demanding journalists, judging just 
how much to reveal to them, and trust them, and he accompanied 
Home on all overseas visits.  The reaction from the British 
expulsion of 105 Soviet spies was one of the events that he handled 
with calmness and skill. 
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 In 1973 John Leahy was appointed Head of Chancery in Paris, 
when he earned a CMG, but he was moved after only two years to 
be under-secretary in the Northern Island Office in Belfast, 
responsible for political and public relations.  It was a time of 
tension, including the assassination of the British Ambassador in 
Dublin by the IRA.  After two years, he was brought back to a more 
normal Under-Secretary post in the Foreign Office, responsible 
among other things for information and culture, where he found 
himself having to try to restrain the abrasive new young Foreign 
Secretary, David Owen, who didn’t trust senior civil servants. 

 John then got his first Head of Mission post as Ambassador to 
South Africa from 1979 to 1982, at a time when relations between 
Britain and South Africa were strained and grim, due to apartheid.  
He had both to work with, and stand up to, the Botha government.  
While there he was knighted, with a KCMG.  He was afterwards 
given a senior post in London dealing with Africa and the Middle 
East, before his final post as British High Commissioner to 
Australia.  In that London post he had to deal with incidents such as 
the shooting of a British policewoman outside the Libyan Embassy, 
the discovery of a Nigerian dissident in a crate at Stansted and 
hostage-taking of British subjects in Namibia.  In Australia he and 
his wife were popular figures, where they travelled a lot. 

 After retirement John had plenty of energy, taking on posts 
helping the City University, the Urban Foundation and the Franco-
British Council.  He became Master of the Skinners Company.  He 
had earlier had dealings with the controversial German entrepreneur 
Tiny Rowland, the founder of Lonhro, with extensive mining, hotel 
and other interests in Africa.  He had helped bridge Rowland’s 
uneasy relationship with the British government.  He accepted the 
invitation to join Lonhro’s board and was elected chairman when 
Rowland had a fight with the new chief executive, whom Rowland 
had himself appointed.  Eventually Rowland’s behaviour became so 
extreme that Leahy had the task of dismissing him from any role in 
the company that he had founded.  Leahy’s calmness, integrity and 
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knowledge of the media carried him through this episode, and a 
further period as Lonhro’s chairman. 

 Leahy’s autobiography Life of Spice, published in 2006, is a 
slim, frank, and very readable account of his eventful life.  He died 
on 17 November 2015. 

DAVID FREDERICK LOWTHER, a versatile alumnus, died 
unexpectedly in July 2015 at his home in 
Edinburgh, aged 84. 

 David came to Clare in 1951, and read 
Classics and Law.    A member of the 
College rugby squad, he also enjoyed 
playing squash and tennis.  After Clare, 
David spent some 8 years in Kenya 
working in the provincial administration, 
concluding with a post in the Central 
Secretariat.   

 When Kenya gained independence in 
1963, he returned to the UK to take his Bar Finals Exam and tried 
his hand for a short spell with the Department of Public 
Prosecutions.  Disillusioned with the law, he decided to change to 
teaching.  He returned to Clare to study for the Postgraduate 
Certificate in Education prior to joining the Classics Department of 
George Watson's College in Edinburgh.  He spent the remainder of 
his working life in Edinburgh, also teaching at Portobello and 
finally at Boroughmuir High School where, alongside classics, he 
was heavily involved with sport. 

 Outside the classroom, David was an active member of 
Edinburgh society, enjoying local cultural events, hiking and 
walking and acting as sommelier for the local Hellenic Society.  He 
continued playing tennis and squash at the Edinburgh Sports club 
and the Dean Tennis Club until the last year of his life.  He was also 
an active member of the St Mary's Cathedral congregation.  David 
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was always interested in others and was often to be found engaged 
in long conversations with people he met on the train or in the 
street.  He spoke to everyone and was a friend to many.  

ALEXANDER MURRAY MACBEATH, always using his 
second name, was raised in Belfast, 
where his father Alec was professor 
of logic and metaphysics at Queen’s 
University.  It was quite natural that 
Murray studied Mathematics there 
and gained a BA (with first class 
Hons) in 1942. 

 This talented young man was at 
once recruited to Bletchley Park, 
where there was very secret work 

being done to crack the encryption used in enemy communications.  
Murray was asked to focus his attention on the Japanese codes, and 
had to master the Japanese language as part of his brief. 

 Murray then came to Clare in 1945 for further study, which led 
to an MA, his first publications, and a Commonwealth Fund 
fellowship to Princeton University, for postgraduate studies.  In 
1950, he was awarded the PhD degree on a compact thesis with a 
difficult title of The Geometry of Non-Homogeneous Lattices. 

 Murray Macbeath became an early pioneer of the gap year, for a 
time travelling around the United States by car with two friends, 
before returning to the UK and to Clare College, where he was 
elected a Fellow in Mathematics in 1950.  Here he met his wife 
Julie, at the Cambridge Strathspey and Reel Club, and they went on 
to enjoy, in her words, ‘62 very happy, dancing years’. 

 After academic posts at Keele and at Dundee, in 1963 he 
became professor of mathematics at Birmingham University, where 
he stayed until 1979.  He was widely admired by his students as an  
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inspirational lecturer and tutor, with the rare ability to convey 
complex subject matter clearly and concisely. A keen athlete, he 
would regularly swim, work out at the gym and cycle to 
Birmingham University.  As a tough Highlander, he would often 
think nothing of cycling 100 miles in a round trip. 

 In 1979, he moved back to the US to take the chair of 
mathematics at Pittsburgh University. While they were there, he and 
his wife made many lifelong friends at the Scottish Country Dance 
Society, participating regularly in demonstrations and competitions. 
He also found sufficient energy to run the Pittsburgh Marathon, 
aged 60. 

 In retirement, he retained an office as emeritus professor of 
mathematics at Warwick University, but (even into his 80s) was 
most prominent at Burns Night celebrations, where he toasted the 
haggis as it should be done, resplendent in full Highland dress.  He 
and his wife, as enthusiastic dancers, often led the less nimble-
footed villagers around the hall. 

 He celebrated his 90th birthday, despite his frailty, flying birds 
of prey at the Cotswold Falconry Centre before travelling 400 miles 
by car to attend the memorial service for his sister, Catriona, in 
September 2014.  Here, he re-established contact with his cousin 
Frank after a gap of many years, and the two remained in close 
contact until Frank’s death, a few weeks before his own.  Murray 
Macbeath is survived by his wife of 62 years, Julie, and sons Ian 
and Peter. 

DENNIS McMULLAN, described by Professor Mick Brown in 
the Cavendish Laboratory as “an architect of modern imaging 
equipment in both electrons and light”, died on 15.1.2015, aged 91. 

 Dennis was at Oundle School for four years, then came to Clare 
College (1941-1943), where he graduated in the Mechanical 
Sciences Tripos, in the compressed schedule of wartime.  He was 
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then directed to Bush Radio in Chiswick, where he worked on Air-
to-Surface Vessel (ASV) centimetric radar.  

 Immediately after the war he joined Cinema Television, where 
he was involved in building cathode ray tubes (CRT) for large-
screen television sets; from there he went for a short time to Sperry 
Gyroscope, working on analogue computers.  However, Dennis did 
not enjoy industry and in 1948, looking to return to research, Dennis 
attended a Clare College Association dinner in London.  There he 
asked the Master of Clare, Sir Henry Thirkill, if he knew of any 
opening for a would-be PhD student.  It was a fruitful contact. 

 An interview for Dennis with Charles Oatley convinced the 
latter that the young man’s experience was ideal for the bold project 
Dennis wished to launch: construction of a scanning electron 
microscope, in a climate that regarded such a project as folly. 

 So it was, that around 1950 he worked for his PhD degree under 
Charles Oatley in the Cambridge University Electronics Department 
(part of the Engineering Laboratory then overlooking Coe Fen).  
Here Dennis built the very first practical scanning electron 
microscope.  He gained his PhD and worked at his project for two 
more years; he then made a complete change. 

 He worked on air- to-air guided missiles for the Canadian 
Armaments R & D Establishment in Quebec where he was head of 
the simulator group.  In 1956 he was back in London and searching  
out and working on further problems in Physics.  In 1969 he moved 
to the Royal Greenwich Observatory in Herstmonceaux as Senior 
Principal Scientific Officer, where he developed a device for 
enhancing the faint images of distant galaxies, known as an 
electronographic camera.  

 Eventually, in 1980 this eagle of Physics returned to Cambridge 
and advanced electron microscopy research, only giving up his desk 
at the Cavendish Laboratory in 2007, at the age of 84.  These final 
Cambridge years were remarkably productive.  In the words of  
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Professor Mick Brown, “Dennis was one of the unsung heroes of 
our group at the Cavendish.  He was responsible more than anyone 
else for the successful implementation of spectrometry attached to 
the microscope.  This led directly to the formation of a national 
facility, the superSTEM laboratory at Daresbury.  However, what 
was so important to us was his calm good humour, and his modesty, 
which, together with his technical skills, played such a role in the 
education of our students.”  

 Although Dennis and his wife, Otti, had no children, which was 
a great sadness to them both, throughout his long career, and into 
his retirement, Dennis took huge interest not just in the research 
students whom he supervised, but in all who crossed his path, and in 
his related family: his nephews and nieces and all their close 
cousins. 

HENRY BERTRAM OXENHAM was born in Northfield, then a 
Worcestershire village not yet engulfed by Birmingham.  His father 
worked for a firm of Chartered Accountants in Birmingham.  At the 
outset of war he and his sister were evacuated to north Wales to live 
with their grandparents, to escape the probable bombing of 
Birmingham. With the war still on and Henry reaching the age of 
13, his parents did not want him to return to Birmingham, so he was 
sent as a boarder to Shrewsbury School.  He enjoyed his time at 
Shrewsbury, for he was a keen and talented sportsman, playing 
soccer, cricket and athletics.  He was good enough at soccer to be 
selected for Public Schools soccer matches in London.  

 After school he was called up for National Service in 1948 and 
commissioned as a second lieutenant in the Royal Artillery.  He had 
the good fortune to spend some of the time stationed in Gibraltar; 
and it was an experience that made a big impression on him.  In 
later life he would mention his time there including hitch-hiking 
trips through Spain with friends. 

  He had an offer of a place at Clare College, and after National 
Service he went there in 1949 to read Economics.  After University 
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he became an articled clerk in Birmingham, training to be a 
Chartered Accountant.  He worked with various clients on audits – I 
remember his mentioning the big BSA factory in Small Heath and 
the British Rail works in Derby, at that time making the last of the 
steam engines. 

 In 1956 he married Joan and they settled in a house in Selly 
Oak, Birmingham.  They had 3 children in the next few years, and 
with a family he needed a less itinerant job.   So in 1963 he took a 
job with a small manufacturing and civil engineering company at 
Tipton in the Black Country.  He worked from then on for the same 
firm until he retired, not an unusual thing in those days. 

 In retirement, Henry became involved in the Housing 
Association movement.  Another activity he loved, a shared interest 
with Joan, was their involvement in the Birmingham Ramblers 
Association.  Almost every week of the year, for many years, 
whatever the weather, they would travel with 50 or so other people 
by coach to a ramble and walk 10 or 12 miles.  He was the treasurer 
of the group for many years and led many walks, often recruiting 
his son, Hugh, to help him carry out the reconnaissance of a new 
route. 

 When his wife’s health declined and she had to have full time 
nursing care, she went to Horfield Lodge (nursing home) in Bristol 
so as to be near her daughter Helen.  Henry sold the family home 
and moved to a flat in Bristol.  He had been diagnosed with cancer 
but he then had a few good years in Bristol while the cancer was in 
remission.  He became a volunteer helper at Horfield Lodge and 
engaged in various groups and activities with the University of the 
Third Age.  He continued to pursue his great interest in history.   

 When he became more unwell, he too moved into Horfield 
Lodge and finally into St Peter’s Hospice.  His children expressed 
thanks to the staff at both places for the great kindness and care they 
gave to Henry in his final months. They believe he could not have 
been anywhere better. 
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JOHN FRANCIS PARSONS, an English engineer and ecologist, 
who became an icon in the environmental preservation and 
conservation of Tiradentes, a historical municipality in Minas 
Gerais, Brazil, passed away at the end of June, aged 85, in the city 
that he chose to live in and take care of.  

 John came to Clare in 1950, and read Law, but we have no 
knowledge of what took him to a sparsely-populated region of 
Brazil  Wikipedia gives Tiradentes an area of a little over 80 km2 , 
denoted a city in 1718 but with a  population of less than 7000 in 
2004.  It has been acclaimed as an ‘unspoiled’ example of colonial 
architecture. 

 Married to Anna Maria, John built a city landmark, the Solar da 
Ponte, the first hotel with quality accommodation, which opened in 
1972.  Since this event, John and Anna have extended their care to 
the surrounding environment.  They are assisted by a circle of 
friends, now advanced to recognition as the Society of Friends of 
Tiradentes.  There has been a  return of the traditional names of the 
streets and the preparation of a project to hide underground the 
power lines.  This succeeded after years of political negotiations 
with the state board of electricity. 

 John Parsons also had a central role in the preservation of the 
Serra de São José and the cleaning up of the Santo Antonio river.  
He was tireless in fighting the fires in the Serra, against which he 
acted personally, as reported by Anna Maria, "coming home all 
dirty with soot and always angry at the carelessness of tourists who 
caused fires." He helped to set up a volunteer fire department, 
which was called out countless times to cope with the threat of 
destructive fires on the Serra.    

 John was fascinated with the richness of life contained in the 
beautiful mountain in Tiradentes, always emphasising the fact that 
some types of bromeliads and butterflies exist only in that micro-
region.  He devoted a good part of his time to knowing and 
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disseminating the Gaia theory, as originally proposed by the British 
researcher, James Lovelock in 1972.  

 John kept in the small library of Solar da Ponte some books 
related to his beliefs in deep ecology, always hoping that a few 
more people would join the group of defenders of our planet. "We 
are part of an ecosystem that dictates certain rules for our behavior.  
It's time to include these rules in election promises and in the 
educational curricula," argued Parsons in the article The Blue 
Planet: promises for the future, published exclusively in the Akatu 
Institute website a few days before his death. 

  Helio Mattar, CEO of the Akatu Institute, is noted as saying 
"He was a true missionary working in favour of all kinds of life on 
the planet, always fascinated with nature and unhappy with the 
general lack of understanding concerning the laws that define it. 
The world would be much better and more sustainable if we had 
more people with the qualities and the persistence of John Parsons. 

GEORGE WILLIAM PATTERSON died at his home near 
Coldstream on 27th July 2015.  He completed schooling at Epsom 
College and opted then to complete his National Service, by being 
commissioned in the Durham Light Infantry and serving in Aden.  
 He came up to Clare as an Open Scholar in 1957, like his elder 
brother John six years earlier, and read Law,. He gained a double 
first class degree in law and with his 1959 Tripos was awarded the 
George Long Prize in Roman Law.  After proceeding to the BA, 
George Patterson was awarded a Mellon Fellowship at Yale where 
he studied theology at Yale Divinity School. 

 After completing his studies in the United States he sought 
further training and went to Ripon College at Cuddesdon, near 
Oxford.  He then taught theology at Colleges of Education, firstly at 
Darlington and subsequently at Callendar Park, Falkirk.  On the 
impending closure of Callendar Park he retrained in Scots law at 
Glasgow and then took up a lecturing post in jurisprudence at 
Aberdeen in 1976.  
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 He retired early in 1989 and created a horticultural nursery 
specializing in herbs.  He played a full part in the local community 
and kept up his interest in sport, including marathon running and 
climbing ‘Munros’ until well into his seventies.  He is survived by 
his wife Rosemary, three children and grandchildren. 

Judge FRANCIS HERBERT LORAINE  PETRE, who enjoyed a 
long career on the Circuit Bench, including 
many years at the Old Bailey, has died at 
the age of 87. 

 Francis Petre was of a family with roots 
in the Tudor period, and was brought up in 
Gloucestershire.  He went to Downside 
early in the war, and in 1943 was only 
yards away when a training aircraft crashed 
near the cricket pavilion, killing nine boys. 

 After National Service with his father’s 
regiment, the Dorsets, he read Law and History at Clare College, 
Cambridge, and was called to the Bar by Lincoln’s Inn in 1952. 

 He earned a reputation for  handing down tough but fair 
sentences, especially on those shown to have profited from crime.  
In 1989 he was appointed chairman of the Police Complaints 
Authority (PCA), the body set up in 1984 to supervise complaints 
against the police.  It was a difficult time for any PCA chairman. 

 The West Midlands serious crimes squad had been disbanded 
amid allegations of incompetence and abuses of power.  There had 
been miscarriages of justice, including the cases of the “Guildford 
Four”, that had been overturned on appeal.  Trying most carefully to 
ensure fair play, Francis worked to establish the authority’s 
credibility as an independent arbiter, but found himself in the 
difficult position of being seen by some outside critics as supporting 
the police, while being accused by members of the force of the 
reverse. 
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 The Hillsborough Stadium disaster of March 1989 set a new 
situation.  The PCA decided in 1990 to pursue disciplinary action 
for “neglect of duty” against the two most senior officers on duty 
that day, Chief Superintendent David Duckenfield, the “match 
commander”, and his assistant.  Judge Petre himself had drafted a 
long list of reasons why Duckenfield should face disciplinary 
charges.  In 1991, however, Duckenfield retired on medical grounds 
in his mid-forties, on a full pension, thereby avoiding disciplinary 
proceedings.  Only in March 2015 did Duckenfield admit that his 
failure to close a tunnel that allowed fans on to already over-
crowded terraces had led to the fatal crush in which 96 people lost 
their lives. 

 After three years at the authority, Francis Petre declined to serve 
another term.  He returned to the South Eastern Circuit, retiring in 
1993.  After his retirement he did an Open University course on the 
Enlightenment. 

 He married his wife Jane (née White) in 1958; she survives him 
with their three sons and a daughter. 

JAMES MICHAEL RENSHALL was born in Liverpool in 1930 
and attended Rydal School.  After National Service he went to Clare 
in 1950 to read English, and then qualified as a Chartered 
Accountant in Liverpool.  He married Kate in 1960, the year he 
joined the staff of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England 
and Wales (ICAEW).   

 He was ICAEW’s first Technical Director, the beginning of his 
huge contribution to the profession.  The late 60s and the 70s were a 
crucial time for the profession, as Europe started coming together in 
the Common Market.  Weekly visits to Brussels were the norm (and 
no Eurostar!).  Michael worked closely with successive ICAEW 
Presidents on the crucial issues of the time.  In particular, in 1970, 
with Sir Ronald Leach, he was instrumental in creating the 
Accounting Standards Steering Committee – the foundation of 



101 

today’s regulatory structures.  In 1977 his work at ICAEW earned 
him an OBE. 

 It was therefore, perhaps, no surprise that when in 1976 Sir 
Ronald’s firm Peat, Marwick, Mitchell & Co (later becoming 
KPMG) needed a new Technical Partner, Michael was captured to 
be the first ‘direct entry’ partner in the firm’s history.  Michael 
remained senior technical partner until the late 80s, creating a strong 
team in support of the firm’s considerable practice and reputation.  
On the side, as it were, Michael found himself being asked to 
undertake expert witness work in accounting matters, at which he 
was very good, building a strong personal reputation amongst 
corporate litigation lawyers for independence and integrity, expert 
knowledge being essential.  He was appointed CBE in 1991. 

 Michael invented the term ‘forensic accounting’ to describe 
what he did – a phrase which now has 72,000 Google entries.  One 
of Michael’s favourite KPMG career achievements was being asked 
to teach Her Majesty’s Judges about accountancy, its simplicities 
and its intricacies, the better to equip them to try cases of financial 
fraud and damage.  Not surprisingly Michael completed his KPMG 
career by creating KPMG’s Forensic Accounting Department, a 
most successful venture. 

 Michael continued as a highly rated specialist Forensic 
Accountant practitioner for nearly 20 years after his 1992 retirement 
from KPMG.  With Sir Michael Davies, a High Court Judge, he 
created the Expert Witness Institute, as well as being a director of 
the Centre for Dispute Resolution (CEDR) from 1990 to 2000. 
Michael never sought the limelight. He preferred to be an eminence 
grise, modest, sociable and tenacious – a realist rather than an 
optimist. 

 In 1961 Michael and Kate purchased for £600 a small house 
near Brecon, which they kept for 28 years, a wonderful country 
home for them and their daughter Sue, with lovely views across the 
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valley and delightful, sociable, neighbours, up-sizing to New House 
(built 1860) in advance of his KPMG retirement. 

 Michael led a busy life in London in the week – not only 
professionally, but with opera and theatre, military history, art 
galleries and auction houses, returning at the weekend to his 
beloved Herefordshire and to Kate and Sue and latterly grand-
daughter Harriet, not to mention son-in-law Andrew.  

 In 2009 Michael’s interests came together when he took an 
active role in helping Cambridge University raise £1.25m to acquire 
important Siegfried Sassoon archive material from the Sassoon 
family.  

RICHARD MARC SCHWARTZ, one of the pioneers in the field 
of environmental law, died on 21.2.2015 at Mt. Sinai St. Luke’s 
Hospital, from complications of cancer.  He was only 64. 

 He was a graduate of Yale College, University of Chicago Law 
School and then, in 1972, came to Clare as Mellon Fellow.  Richard  
began his legal career with Skadden Arps, in Chicago.  He then 
served in the U S Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of 
New York (1984-1991), where he held several supervisory positions 
including head of the environmental unit.  He received awards from 
the U S Environmental Protection Agency for the negotiation of a 
major Superfund settlement and from the U S Department of Justice 
for superior performance in civil environmental enforcement. 

 In addition to his environmental cases, Mr. Schwartz 
successfully defended the U S General Services Administration in 
an action brought by Richard Serra, who alleged the government’s 
decision to move his sculpture ‘Tilted Arc’ (1981) from the Federal 
Plaza in lower Manhattan constituted a breach of contract and 
violated the free expression and due process rights of the artist.  
However, it was removed in 1989. 

 In 1992, Richard joined the international law firm Fried Frank, 
where he was highly regarded for his representations in the 
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environmental field as well as in cases of real estate and private 
equity of notable magnitude.  Also known as a lover of food and 
wine, he was on the board of GrowNYC and did pro bono legal 
work for this non-profit sponsor of green markets throughout New 
York City. 

 Richard is survived by his wife, Wendy, his sons Isaac and 
Noah, and his brother Leslie. 
 
MICHAEL ROBIN STEWARD died in Cape Town on 2nd June 
2014, a month before his 80th birthday.  Robin (as he was always 
known) grew up in Norwich, where his family  was well 
established.  Like his father, he went to Repton, where he played in 
the first XIs  for football, cricket and hockey, and also emerged with 
a Scholarship in Classics. 

  As was normal, he went through National Service and spent 
most of his two years in the Far East  (mainly in Hong Kong).  By 
the time he came up to Clare, in 1954, he had decided to switch  his 
subject and so he changed first to Economics and then to Law.  He 
was supervised by Bill Wedderburn and emerged with a good II.1 – 
but he also gained a football Blue for two successive years and 
scored the winning goal for Cambridge in 1955.  In his final year 
we enjoyed sharing a double set at the top of E staircase in Old 
Court, with views into the  Court on one side and out towards 
King’s on the other – but a long walk downstairs and across the 
court to the bathrooms (since  replaced by the buttery) on the other 
side.  

 After graduating, he first moved to Birmingham to take up a job  
with Coates Brothers,  who manufactured inks and paints.  After a 
year, he married Valerie Price, whom he  had known for a long 
while in Norwich.  In due course they moved south and settled in  
Orpington, near where he worked.  His three sons, David, Peter and 
Christopher, were all born there.  Then Coates moved him to South 
Africa, where the family settled initially in Johannesburg.  Soon, 
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however, they moved to the much more attractive surroundings of 
Cape Town, where they lived in in the leafy suburb of Constantia, 
under the slopes of Table Mountain.  Robin and Val remained there 
through the rest of the apartheid era, into the new South Africa that 
eventually followed, and for the rest of their lives together.  The two 
houses that they successively occupied each had fair-sized gardens, 
filled with flowers, and with swimming pools aa well; they formed 
perfect bases for the boys to grow up in.  

 Robin’s business life prospered and he took up golf.  After he 
retired he dabbled for a while in property and also became involved 
with the local Rotary Club, taking an active role in its affairs.  He 
and Val were close to their children, who all remained in the Cape 
region, and in due course to their grandchildren too.  Despite the 
political problems of the apartheid epoch, the Cape had remained a 
very pleasant place to live.  Robin and Val regularly visited Europe 
during the South African winter, calling on friends and family in 
Norfolk, dropping by in Cambridge, and then going on longer 
excursions in Europe, typically based on boats that cruised around 
the Mediterranean or else followed rivers, always stopping at 
interesting sites.  They came back with many images, to remind 
themselves of what they had seen, and to delight their family and 
friends.  While at home, they also explored the many vineyards that 
have sprung up around the Cape since 1994, and enjoyed comparing 
their products.  

 Robin remained a very keen golfer to the end of his life – and he 
prided himself on twice achieving ‘hole in one’ on his favourite 
course.  We always enjoyed seeing him and Val again whenever we 
revisited South Africa, especially if we could visit some new wine 
estate together.  The last time we met, early in 2014, was a sadder 
occasion, for he was already suffering from cancer of the lymph 
system, though otherwise very much his usual cheerful self.  He 
died only a few months later.  
     Nigel Weiss (1954) 
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DAVID JOHN WATSON (Sir David) has died in office as 
Principal of Green Templeton College, Oxford, at the age of 65.  It 

is said that he had cancer, and passed 
away after a short illness on 8.2.2015. 

 David came to Clare in 1968 and 
read History.  He was later a Thouron 
scholar at the University of 
Pennsylvania, where in 1975 he was 
awarded a doctorate in intellectual 
history.  Throughout his career he 
contributed widely to developments 
in UK higher education.  These 
included membership of the Council 

for National Academic Awards (1977–93), the Polytechnics and 
Colleges Funding Council (1988-92) and the Higher Education 
Funding Council for England (1992-96). 

 David Watson also took a leading role as President of  the 
Society for Research into Higher Education (2005 to 2012) and was 
awarded a National Teaching Fellowship in 2008.  He led the 
University of Brighton to its gaining university status in 1992, and 
continued as its vice-chancellor for another 13 years.  He was 
knighted in 1998 for his services to the sector. 

 Sir David was also a professor of higher education at Oxford, 
and was elected Principal at Green Templeton College, Oxford’s 
most recent foundation for graduate students, in 2010.  There are 
many tributes to his energetic and thorough approach to being 
‘Head of House’.  In his career, he wrote many books, articles and 
reviews.  He was also a keen musician and a talented pianist, and 
with his wife, Betty, hosted regular music evenings for amateur 
college musicians. 

 It is clear that he made many friends, who now offer their 
tributes and will miss him.  He is survived by his wife, a son and 
daughter and one granddaughter. 
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VICTOR HUGO WATSON, CBE DL, known to many as ‘Mr 
Monopoly’, died in February 2015, 
aged 86.  He suffered from 
Parkinson’s disease for several years 
before he died and was brave and 
uncomplaining throughout. 

 Born in September 1928, he was 
educated at Moorlands School in 
Leeds and Bootham School in York.  
After serving with the Royal 
Engineers as part of his National 
Service, he came up to Clare in 1948 

where he read Natural Sciences. 

 Upon leaving Cambridge in 1951, Victor joined John 
Waddington Ltd, the company run by his father, Norman, and his 
grandfather, Victor Hugo, before him.  He joined as a management 
trainee (having spent many a Saturday as a schoolboy helping to 
make Monopoly houses).  Victor was quickly given substantial 
responsibility, becoming Managing Director in the late 1960s.  He  
became an enthusiastic salesman for Monopoly, turning the game 
into a global phenomenon, and by the late 1970s Waddington Ltd 
was in its heyday and employed well over 3,000 people. 

 Six years after succeeding his father as Chairman of the 
company in 1977, Victor faced the greatest challenge of his career.  
An opportunistic bid from a smaller company called Norton Opax 
prompted the ‘well-heelrd’ Robert Maxwell to offer himself as a 
‘white knight’ to rescue Waddington’s with a friendly bid.  Victor 
told Maxwell that Waddington’s did not need rescuing nor did he 
want to “play second fiddle to a one-man-band”.  The ensuing 
takeover battle lasted from May 1983 until Maxwell’s final defeat 
in December 1984.  The defeat was largely due to Victor’s 
determination, flair and attention to detail and not only did the share 
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price rise from 104p per share to 500p per share, but also, more 
importantly, the pensions of some 3,000 employees remained intact. 

 The bid battle was fought out in the headlines of the newspapers 
as well as the institutional board rooms of the city, and though 
reports were overwhelmingly hostile at first, they ended up 
presenting Waddington’s as resembling the gifted David to 
Maxwell’s Goliath. 

 From 1984 onwards, Victor became increasingly non-executive 
as chairman of Waddington’s and was able to use his talents to help 
other businesses and promote, tirelessly, the city of Leeds and 
county of Yorkshire. He was awarded honorary doctorates from 
both Leeds University and Leeds Beckett University and in 1987 he 
was appointed as CBE.  He was High Sheriff of West Yorkshire in 
1989, a Deputy Lieutenant of West Yorkshire and, in 2013, was a 
recipient of the Leeds Award in recognition of his outstanding 
contribution to the City of Leeds. 

 With the support of his wife, Sheila, he worked incessantly and 
selflessly for local charities, in particular the children’s hospice, 
Martin House, raising large amounts of money for them through his 
after-dinner speaking for which he was renowned, both locally and 
in London. 

 He retained a great love of Clare and was, for a number of years, 
a trustee of the Lady Clare Fund as well as organiser of the 
Yorkshire Clare dinners for many years.  He is very greatly missed 
by Sheila, his two daughters, five grandchildren and his very many 
friends and colleagues. 
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NOTICES 

 
REUNION DINNERS 2016 
* Saturday 20 February: those matriculating 1976-1979  
Friday 18th March: those matriculating in 1982 and 1983 
Friday 16th September: those matriculating in 1992 and 1993  
Friday 23rd September: those matriculating in 2002 and 2003 
* Saturday 29th October: those matriculating 1986-1989 
 
REUNION DINNERS 2017 
Friday 17th March: those matriculating in 1964 and 1965. 
Friday 22nd September: those matriculating in 1974 and 1975. 
 
REUNION DINNERS 2018 
Friday 23 March: those matriculating in 1984 and 1985. 
Friday 14 September: those matriculating in 1994 and 1995. 
Friday 21 September: those matriculating in 2004 and 2005. 
 
Invitations will be sent by the Development Office well in advance. 
* NB: Reunions in italic type are in addition to the regular schedule 
and take place during term-time.  A charge is made for these events 
and accommodation in College is unfortunately unavailable. 
 
DINING RIGHTS 
Clare alumni are entitled to dine on High Table once a term, free of 
charge.  Bookings are subject to availability and must be made in 
advance.  Please contact Ms Marie Bouvier, the Fellows’ Butler to 
make your reservation, on fellowsbutler@clare.cam.ac.uk or 
01223-333224.  Members may dine on Monday, Tuesday, or 
Thursday evenings during Full Term, and may bring a guest at their 
own expense. 
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B&B IN COLLEGE FOR ALUMNI 
Clare College is delighted to launch special alumni rates for Bed & 
Breakfast. You can view availability, book and pay online by 
visiting this link 
www.clareconferencing.com/accommodation/BandB.html   
We are pleased to offer our members a special alumni rate for bed 
& breakfast bookings.  Just enter the code CL756ZX to receive 10% 
off the price of your ensuite room.  
 
COLLEGE CONFERENCE FACILITIES 
The College provides facilities for residential conferences during 
the Long Vacation and at Easter.  Enquiries should be made to the 
Conference Department on 01223 333203. 
 
 

IF YOU WISH TO MAKE 
A DONATION TO CLARE COLLEGE 

YOU MAY FIND THE LAST SHEET USEFUL. 
 

It is designed to be cut out, and carries relevant details 
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DONATION FORM 
Your full Name and Matriculation year 
 
Your home address and postcode (to check our records) 
 
 
 
If you are using international bank transfers please use: 
IBAN: GB 35 BARC 2017 1930 0333 16  or  SWIFTBIC: BARC GB22 
Please let the development office know when you make your transfer. 
 
For a regular gift: 
I would like to make a regular gift to Clare College, Cambridge of  
£___________  (in figures) per   month / quarter / year (delete as appropriate) 
starting on      01/____/201__   or  15/_____/201__ 
for a period of   years / until further notice. 
 
Please pay to: Barclays Bank plc, 9-11 St.Andrews St, Cambridge CB2 3AA  
Sort Code 20-17-19 A/c No,30033316 Name ‘Clare College Development’ 
 
Instruction to (name and address and postcode of your bank) 
 
Your A/c No.    Sort Code:- 
 
Signed:     Date signed:- 
 
For a single gift: 
I would like to make a single gift to Clare College, Cambridge of  
£  (in figures).  I enclose  a cheque made payable to Clare College, 
Cambridge OR  a Charities Aid Foundation voucher OR  
Please charge my  Visa  Mastercard  Switch 
Card Number:-    Expiry date :-   
Security number (on the reverse):-  Maestro issue:- 
 
Signed:     Date signed:- 
 
 
Please allocate my gift to support        College Teaching  Unrestricted 

 Student Support Fund  Old Court  Nicholas Hammond Fund  
 Tony Badger Studentship in American History       Other 

    /continued overleaf
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Please tick as appropriate: 
 
  I would like my gift to remain anonymous 
 
  I am interested in leaving a legacy to Clare College 
 
  Please send me more information on current fundraising priorities 
 
 
GIFT AID DECLARATION 
 
As a registered charity, Clare College can reclaim basic rate tax on your gifts, 
provided that you pay UK Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax. This means that 
every £10 donated is worth £12.50.  If you pay Tax at the higher rate, then 
you can claim further Tax Relief on your self-assessment Tax Return. 
 
I would like all donations I have made today, in the last four years and all 
future donations to be treated as Gift Aid donations. I am a UK taxpayer and 
understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the 
amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations to all Charities and 
Community Sports Associations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay 
any difference. 
  
 
Signed:     Date signed:- 
 
Please detach this form neatly and return it to the Development Office, Clare 
College, FREEPOST CB422, Cambridge, CB2 1BR 
 
 
This form extracts directly relevant items from a larger (A4) form, also 
available from the Development Office.  The Development Office are always 
happy to advise on any aspect of donating to Clare. 
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