ews

SPRING/SUMMER 2008 EDITION 21

. MAKING
/ 4 MUSIC

JClare celebrates Its
-mstrumental tradition

y

[are.cam.ac.uk



MEMBERS' NEWS i cire camac e

Aurora
shines
ever
brighter

AN ORCHESTRA
conducted by former Clare
Organ Scholar Nicholas
Collon (2001) is attracting
critical acclaim for its
quality, vibrancy and
innovation.

The Aurora Orchestra,
founded in 2005, has been
described as ‘edgy,
adventurous, elite... the
future of music’.

Its next major concert, of
rarely performed music by
Reger, Ligeti and Brahms, is
on 8 June 2008 at the Royal
Academy of Music where the
Aurora Orchestra currently
holds a Leverhulme Chamber
Music Fellowship.

Four of the orchestra’s
principal players are Clare
alumni.

weblink:
www.auroraorchestra.com

The Aurora Orchestra

Ambassador
In Skopje

ANDREW KEY (1988), son
of Tim Key (1958) and
nephew of Rob Key MP
(1963), has been appointed
British Ambassador in
Skopje, capital of the Former
Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia. At 38, Mr Key is
one of Britain’s youngest
ambassadors.

The citation
praised
efforts ‘to
build up and
disseminate
greater
knowledge
about
man-made
climate
change,
and to lay the
foundations
for the
measures
that are
needed to
counteract
such change’

§optml s i

Clare member awarded
Nobel Peace Prize

PROFESSOR Mohan Munasinghe
(1964) was co-recipient of the
2007 Nobel Peace Prize in his
capacity as Vice Chairman of the
UN Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change.

The IPCC shared the prize
with environmental campaigner
and former US Vice-President
Al Gore.

The prize citation praised the
IPCC for its efforts “to build up
and disseminate greater
knowledge about man-made
climate change, and to lay the
foundations for the measures that
are needed to counteract such
change’.

Professor Munasinghe will
deliver the annual Clare
Distinguished Lecture in
Economics and Public Policy on
14 May 2008, on the economics of
climate change.

Professor Mohan Munasinghe

(1964)

Brewery sends beer to Vatican

WHEN the Archbishop of York met
Pope Benedict XVI in Rome
recently, he gave him an unusual gift
with a Clare connection: a special,
one-off beer called ‘Holy Grail’
brewed at the Black Sheep Brewery
in Masham, Yorkshire, under the
supervision of head brewer Paul
Ambler (1965).

The Archbishop explained, ‘I told
the brewery | was meeting the Pope

and they made a special brew for
him. | heard he’d been given some
Black Sheep ale and liked it. So |
brought that and the Holy Grail.’
The Pope, Bavarian by birth, is
said to prefer beer to wine and water.
Clare members visited the Black
Sheep brewery in autumn 2005 and
were given a tour by Paul Ambler.

weblink:
www.blacksheepbrewery.com

A bottle of the special beer from the Black Sheep Brewery
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Dr Susanna Pinkus (1999) working at school

Building bridges between
parents and teachers

WITH one in five school-aged
children identified as having ‘special
educational needs’, research in
special education is more timely
than ever.

During her time at Clare and since,
Dr Susanna Pinkus (1999), an
academic associate of the Faculty of
Education at Cambridge, has worked
with parents and teachers to
understand more about how
relationships between the parties can
be developed to benefit children with
special needs.

‘Effective relationships between
teachers and parents are important
for all children’, Dr Pinkus explains,
‘but when a child who has special
needs is involved, these relationships
often take on a critical dimension.
Parents and teachers frequently need
to work closely together and
harmoniously. This may sound
straightforward but genuine
partnerships can often be difficult to
achieve in practice.

‘Parents can bring an intimate
knowledge of how their children
have developed over time, their
routine, what they respond to best,
and their hopes and anxieties.

‘For example, parents may know

that their child does not like a certain
colour or may be able to advise on
how to better manage challenging
behaviours in class.

‘As one parent told me, “The
school have been fantastic. From the
outset they would ring and ask,
‘What do you think?’ or *Shall we
try this?’

Pooling our knowledge made me
feel he was safe when | left him
there. And you know what? My son
is doing brilliantly now and | put that
down to us genuinely being able to
work together”.’

Although Dr Pinkus’s research is
ongoing, all indicators point to
beneficial outcomes when parents
and teachers work well together:
teachers are better able to understand
how their pupils approach their lives
and learning, and parents are more
able to share with confidence their
knowledge of their children.

Most importantly, the children at
the heart of the relationship are
happier and more likely to succeed.

Dr Pinkus’s first book, How to
Create a Parent-Friendly School, is
published this year.

weblink:
www.teachers.tv/video/21991

Dr Susanna
Pinkus has
worked with
parents and
teachers to
understand
more about
how
relationships
between the
parties can
be developed
to benefit
children
with
special
needs

City honour
for forensic
doctor

DR IAN HILL OBE (1966)
has been awarded an
Honorary Doctorate of
Science by City University
for services to forensic
medicine and law.

Dr Hill is the honorary
civil consultant in forensic
medicine to the Royal Air
Force and a forensic medical
adviser to various television
dramas and documentaries.
He was involved for many
years in undergraduate and
postgraduate teaching at City
University. He is also Deputy
Chairman of the Clare
Alumni Council.

The honorary degree was
conferred by the President
and Vice-Chancellor of City
University, Professor
Malcolm Gillies (1978).

Dr lan Hill (1966) and
Professor Malcolm Gillies
(1978)

South Africa
Fellowship

PHUMLANI NGCONGO
(1999) has been awarded a
Harvard South Africa
Fellowship to enable him to
read for a Master of Laws
degree at the Harvard Law
School. Phumlani took his
LLM at Cambridge in 2000.

SPRING/SUMMER CLARE NEWS 3
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Clare’s
role In
building
modern
Japan

JIRO SHIRASU’S name is virtually

unknown in the UK, yet he was one of the

most important political and industrial
figures in the history of modern Japan.

His influential advice to the Japanese

government on the country’s post-war
constitution was informed by his

understanding of Western culture gained

while a student at Clare (1923-26).

Shirasu himself credited Clare College

I - ™)

and the time spent in Europe as one of the

greatest infuences in his life.

The knowledge he gained enabled him to

interact successfully with Western

diplomats and military officials. He also

played a key role in establishing the
Ministry for International Trade and

Industry, the backbone for Japan’s post-war

industrial success.

Yet the details of Shirasu’s formative

time in Cambridge remain largely

unknown, even to Japanese historians. If

any member of Clare has relevant

information, the College Archivist would

be delighted to receive news.

here are members of Clare making a positive
difference to society in every corner of the world, from
the icy shores of Alaska to the tropics of Indonesia,
and all points in between. To highlight the international
reach of Clare alumni, three members who live ‘Down
Under’ shared their observations and experiences with

Clare News...

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENTS

Michele Graham (1999) first visited
Cambridge when she was two
years old and experienced ‘love at
first sight’.

Returning two decades later to
study at Clare, she threw herself
into College life, bolstered by
regular supplies of Vegemite and
Milo (a chocolate drink) sent from
home.

‘I loved walking through the
gardens and Old Court each day. |
found it so refreshing that | could
be who | wanted to be without
anyone judging me. Also, | had
great fun rowing in the novice
regatta.’

Returning to Australia after
graduation, Michele pursued a

career in sustainable development,
working as Chief of Strategy at
AgriEnergy, a company dedicated
to developing a sustainable, global
biofuels business.

More recently, Michele has set up
her own company, Clarebridge
Consulting, to help businesses
implement strategies for
sustainability. She is currently
consulting to a leading investment
bank to help them manage their
carbon strategy.

As for Clare’s part in her life,
Michele says ‘Cambridge is one of
my favourite places... indeed, my
(now) husband proposed to me on
Clare Bridge during our last visit to
Cambridge.’

G IVING CHILDREN A CHANCE

For Professor David Isaacs

(1969), marrying an Australian first
took him to the country and he
finally emigrated to Sydney in
1989.

As the first consultant in
paediatric infectious diseases in
Australia, David’s work at a leading
children’s hospital has seen huge
strides in paediatric medicine,
especially in immunisation.

‘When | was a junior doctor,
bacterial meningitis was common
in young children and often led to
death or disability.

‘Over the last 25 years, highly
effective vaccines have been
developed against most of the

bacteria that cause meningitis.

‘These vaccines have been
introduced for all children, and
prevent thousands of cases of
meningitis and hundreds of deaths
in the UK, Australia and elsewhere
every year.

‘We can now prevent hepatitis B
infection which in turn prevents
some cases of liver cancer, and the
human papillomavirus vaccine will
prevent many cases of cervical
cancer. Exciting times.’

Outside work, David’s first love
is his family: ‘I love watching my
sons play soccer or going to an art
gallery or the theatre, or to a film
with my wife and children.’

Australlan achievements

Michele Graham (1999), Professor David Isaacs (1969) and Dr David Churchill (1961)

These
vaccines
have been

introduced for
all children,
and prevent
thousands of
cases of
meningitis
and hundreds
of deaths in
the UK,
Australia
and
elsewhere
every year

l \ LOVE OF PLANTS

Dr David Churchill (1961) had
never been to Britain before
starting at Clare.

Arriving in Cambridge, he
missed ‘the sun in summer
and colour in the landscape in
winter’ but loved the academic
stimulus, especially ‘the
penetrating theological
discussions when Charlie
Moule, Bill Skelton and John
Robinson revisited Clare’.

Inspired and encouraged by
colleagues such as Harry
Godwin, Richard West and
Nick Shackleton, David

founded the Botany
Department at Monash into schools.
University with Martin Canny In retirement, he maintains
in 1965 before being appointed his interest, not least by
Director of the Royal Botanic tending his own 12-acre plot,
Gardens in Melbourne and ‘to saturate my eclectic
Government Botanist of horticultural pursuits,
Victoria in 1971. growing rare trees and

In three decades at the shrubs’.
Gardens, David presided over Uncertain when he will
the extension and legal next be able to visit
protection of the grounds, the Cambridge, David says ‘the
development of the interim time will be filled
collections, the enhancement enjoying Clare News and
of research activities and the following the music of Clare’s
inauguration of teaching great Choir’.

programmes to bring botany
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Gift Aid rate
stays at 22%

ALTHOUGH the basic rate
of UK income tax was

cut earlier this month from
22 per cent to 20 per cent,
the Chancellor of the
Exchequer announced in his
Budget that the Gift Aid rate
will remain at 22 per cent for
another three years, until

5 April 2011.

The transitional rate has
been introduced to help UK
charities, including Clare
College, for whom the extra
revenue raised by Gift Aid is
a vital source of income.
Clare alone reclaimed over
£200,000 in Gift Aid from
HM Revenue and Customs in
2006-07.

If you are a UK taxpayer
and a donor to Clare, we
would be most grateful if
you would take advantage of
the Gift Aid scheme, so that
the College can maximise the
value of your donation at no
extra cost to yourself. A
simple Gift Aid declaration,
obtainable on request from
the Development Office, is
all that is needed.

Give to Clare,
not the taxman

THE COLLEGE has recently
produced a leaflet on how to
make tax effective donations
— increasing the value of
gifts while potentially saving
the donor money.

The leaflet explains the
Gift Aid scheme as well as
new mechanisms for giving
shares and real estate.

For a free copy, contact the
Development Office or
download from the Clare
website.

weblink:

www.clare.cam.ac.uk/
alumni/tax.html

A galaxy of
media
professionals
— from the
Daily Mail
to the
Financial
Times —
answered
questions
about
careers in
journalism
and the
media

Clare Amb

assadors

host careers evenings

FOLLOWING their successful
summer internships programme (see
Clare News 20, pp. 6-7), the Clare
Ambassadors have launched a
popular new series of alumni careers
evenings this academic year.

The informal events bring together
Clare alumni from a particular
employment sector and students
interested in finding out more about
career opportunities.

The first evening took as its theme
‘Law for non-lawyers’, exploring
career paths into legal practice for
students not reading law at
university.

For the second event, a galaxy of
media professionals — from the

The Clare Ambassadors 2007-08

New web co

acclaimed Daily Mail columnist
Allison Pearson (1978) to Neville
Hawcock (1987) of the Financial
Times and former BBC
correspondent Neil Bennett (1968) —
answered questions about careers in
journalism and the media. The third
event focussed on the public sector,
with alumni from institutions
including the Cabinet Office, the
Financial Services Authority and the
British Council.

Planning has already started for
the 2008-09 programme. If you are
interested in taking part and sharing
your career experiences with current
Clare students, please contact the
College Development Office.

mmunity

set for autun

AS REPORTED at last December’s
Alumni Council, a new online
community for Clare alumni is
currently in active development and
is due to go live this autumn.
Responding to members’ requests,
the new site will offer much greater
functionality, including a messaging
service, a searchable directory of

Annual available |

THE EDITOR of the Clare
Association Annual would like to
remind alumni that they can opt to
continue to receive a printed copy of
the Annual, free of charge, by

n launch

alumni, the ability to share notes and
photographs, and online events
booking.

Alumni Council members will be
testing the site extensively before its
public launch, to ensure it is as user-
friendly as possible. Facebook and
MySpace watch out — the Clare
online community is on its way!

n print or online

contacting the Development Office.
The Annual is also available online
from the Clare alumni website, as a
browsable web document and as a
downloadable pdf.
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Excavating the [§8 4 .
auditorium v o

New court makes
rapid progress

IT IS now nine months since the
ground-breaking ceremony took
place for Clare’s new court and the
project is progressing well.

Work is on schedule and, just as
important, on budget.

For the first few months, preparing
the site, installing the foundations
and excavating the underground
auditorium were the main focus of
activity.

Since February, however, work has
moved above ground and
construction of the accommodation
wing is proceeding apace.

The basic structure of the new

court is now clearly visible from
Burrell’s Walk and the University
Library forecourt. (For readers with
UL cards, a particularly good view
of the court can also be obtained
from the windows in North Front 5.)
Topping out is scheduled for June
this year, and the court is due to be
opened in 2009.

For regular photographs of the
construction site and full details of
the new court, visit the Clare
website.

weblink:

www.clare.cam.ac.uk/alumni/
newcourt.html

The accommodation wing takes shape

For readers
with
UL cards,

a particularly
good view of
the court
can also
be obtained
from the
windows in
North Front 5
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Your chance to
be part of history
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AS THE new court takes
shape, there are many
opportunities for donors large
and small to be recognised
for their support.

For a gift of £500 per year
over five years, you can
name a seat in the
auditorium.

Donors who contribute
£25,000 to the new court will
be have their names recorded
in perpetuity on the board of
benefactors.

Opportunities for principal
benefactors include naming
the auditorium and the foyer
in the state-of-the-art study
centre.

For further information
pleased contact the
Development Director.

SPRING/SUMMER CLARE NEWS 7
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Prose, poetry and panache

i — .

—

In a new departure for a Cambridge
college, Clare will be hosting its first — ==
Literary Festival on Saturday 21 June — - e

Clive Wilmer (left)
Interviewing poets

Lady Clare
Journalism and
Literature

Richard Gooder
(Fellow) (left)
Siegfried Sassoon

he Clare Literary Festival
will provide an opportunity for

LADY CLARE POETRY

Terry Moore
(Fellow) (left)
Voices In My Head

Alumni and
students
New writing and
creative workshop

Anthony Miles

alumni and students to participate
in a fascinating interactive
programme, covering all aspects of
literary endeavour — prose, poetry,
drama and journalism — and
involving Fellows, alumni and
current students.

Speakers and contributors will
include scriptwriter and comic
performer Kit Hesketh-Harvey
(1975), eminent playwright David
Cregan (1952), as well as recent
graduates Loreta Gandolfi (2001)
and John Cooper (2003). From the
Fellowship, Dr John Guy will
launch his new book on Thomas
More, Dr Richard Gooder will
speak on fellow Clare alumnus
Siegfried Sassoon, and Dr Terry
Moore will read from his most
recent collection of poetry.

The Festival will be based
around four of the College’s
student societies: Clare Arts, Clare
Poetry, Clare Actors and the Lady

Dr John Guy
(Fellow) (right)
A Daughter’s Love:
Margaret Roper and
Thomas More

Loreta Gandolfi

The Festival . o (2001)
aims to Clare magazine. Contributions el e [Braeee
celebrate from current students will include ey o e e s
the new writing (poetic and dramatic) Y.
College’s and politics of
l=tg] - and performances by Clare Actors. cinematic pleasure
tradition o The Clare Literary Festival aims«f
excellence | 4, celebrate the College’s tradition
in literary 0 celebrate the Lollege's fradition John Cooper
endeavour, of excellence in literary endeavour, (2003) (right)
and to and to encourage contact between 19th century
encourage Fellows, alumni and students problems of
contact interested in literary activities. All painting and poetry
Egﬁ’é’ﬁves” profits from the event will be
alumni and donated to College arts and student
students societies. The Festival replaces the
interested in | annual Members’ Open Day, which
literary will return in 2009 in Clare’s
activities

spectacular new court.

(1963) (left)
Recent poems

A\

DRAMA

Kit Hesketh-
Harvey (1975) (right)
On Libretti

David Cregan
(1952)
Scenes from his

plays

Clare Actors
Shakespeare Shorts
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