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MEMBERS' NEWS

Tribute to
campaigner

IN NOVEMBER 2004, Mike
Devenney (1998) died
suddenly aged 45 of
bronchial pneumonia. Mike
had dedicated all his adult
life and work to progressing
the rights of disabled people
and to this end was a
successful film maker,
academic and gifted
disability campaigner.
Following his death, many
expressed the desire for a
lasting memorial to this
remarkable man.
Accordingly, his friends
have set up the first
scholarship fund for talented,
ambitious, disabled students
in Scotland. To find out more
about the Mike Devenney
Scholarship, visit the website
www.mikedevenney.org.uk

Comedy talent

Matt Kirshen (1999)

MATT KIRSHEN (1999),
founder and compére of
Clare Comedy (see p. 7),
appeared in his first
full-length solo show at this
year’s Edinburgh Festival.
Since winning the Hackney
Empire New Act competition
in 2003, Matt is widely
regarded as an up-and-
coming young comedian.

Golden memories

FIFTY years after they were
married in College, Patrick
Stephenson (1954) and his
wife Evelyn celebrated their
golden wedding on 10 July
by renewing their vows in
the Chapel. Punts then took
the couple by river from
Clare to a reception at the
Garden House Hotel, just as
in 1956.

Clare
Through the
Twentieth
Century
‘set a new
standard
for college

publications’

Clare’s inspirational
book leads the way

IN 2001, Clare Through the
Twentieth Century was published,
the first large format illustrated book
on an individual college, of which
the then Vice-Chancellor said ‘the
College’s beautiful new album
certainly sets a new standard for
college publications’.

The book and the idea of reviving
the Victorian subscription approach
to publishing for small markets with
loyal supporters were the brainchild
of Julian Platt (1960), Chairman of
publishers Third Millennium — and
the subscription brochure to Clare
alumni was funded by members of
the 23 Club, all of whom
matriculated in 1960.

The idea certainly caught on, and
the publishers are currently working
on similar projects for their sixth
Cambridge college and their second
in Oxford.

Now, as readers of the latest

edition of CAM magazine will know,

a ‘sister volume’ is to be produced
by Third Millennium to celebrate the
University’s 800th Anniversary in
2009.

The Editorial Advisory Board,

Copies of Clare Through The
Twentieth Century are still
available for personal collection
from the Development Office,
price £20. For information on
The University of Cambridge:
An 800th Anniversary Portrait
please contact the publishers
on +44 (0)20 7336 0144 or
info@tmiltd.com

chaired by the Vice-Chancellor, will
include the Master and Professor
Paul Cartledge from Clare. The
publishers are planning to produce a
slip case for those who would like to
keep their two books side-by-side.

Alumnus joins UK
Monetary Policy Committee

DR ANDREW SENTANCE (1977),
chief economist and head of
environmental affairs at British
Airways, has been appointed by the
Chancellor of the Exchequer to the
Bank of England’s Monetary Policy
Committee.

Dr Sentance advises on global
economic developments, corporate
strategy and regulatory issues for
BA, and since 2002 has also been
responsible for developing the
company’s environmental and
corporate responsibility policies.
Before joining BA, he was director
of the Centre for Economic
Forecasting at the London Business
School.

His previous positions include
head of economic policy (1986-88)

And rew
Sentance
(1977)

and director of economic affairs
(1989-93) at the Confederation of
British Industry.

He was a founder member of the
Treasury’s Panel of Independent
Forecasters which provided advice to
the Chancellor under the last
government. He has also acted as a
government adviser on official
statistics and corporate social
responsibility.
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From left to right are Sir Tim Hunt (1961), Anne Glover CBE (1973), and
Professor Anthony Pawson CH FRS FRSC (1970)

Honours recognise
leaders In science
and business

THREE Clare alumni were
recognised in the 2006 Queen’s
Birthday Honours for outstanding
contributions in their respective
fields.

Professor Anthony Pawson (1970)
has been made a Companion of
Honour for services to genetic
science and cancer research.

He is Director of Research at the
Samuel Lunenfeld Research
Institute, Toronto, and one of
Canada’s most distinguished
scientists (see Clare News 15, p.2).

Professor Pawson is a Fellow of
the Royal Society, a Fellow of the
Royal Society of Chemistry, an
Officer of the Order of Canada and a
member of the Order of Ontario.

The Order of the Companions of
Honour consists of the Sovereign
plus no more than 65 Companions,
and is awarded for outstanding
achievements in the arts, literature,
music, science, politics, industry and
religion.

Dr Tim Hunt FRS (1961,
Honorary Fellow), chief scientist
at Cancer Research UK and
winner of the 2001 Nobel Prize in
Medicine, was knighted for services
to science.

Anne Glover (1973), founder and
CEO of Amadeus Capital Partners
and a former Chairman of the British
Venture Capital Association, was
awarded a CBE for services to
business.

African-American pioneer
awarded honorary degree

HENRY LOUIS GATES Jr (1973), who is the
W.E.B. DuBois Professor of Humanities at Harvard
University, has been awarded an honorary degree
by Washington University in the USA in
recognition of his contribution to African-American

literature.

Professor Gates was the first African-American to
graduate with a doctorate from the University of
Cambridge (in 1979) and is currently chair of
Harvard’s Afro-American Studies Department.

Professor H L
Gates Jr (1973)

Professor
Gates was
the first
African-
American to
graduate with
a doctorate
from the
University of
Cambridge

GP graduates
after 16 years

DR CHRIS HALL (1988)
graduated in May with a
Master of Studies degree,

16 years after first coming up
to Clare. Having arrived in
1988 to read Engineering,
Chris felt drawn to medicine,
so he left Cambridge in his
first year for Queen’s
University, Belfast,
subsequently qualifying

as a GP.

Regretting his ‘unfinished
business’ at Cambridge, he
successfully applied to read
for a part-time Masters
Degree in Primary Care at
Clare College. His thesis was
entitled ‘Characteristics of
statin prescribing by GPs’.

Dr Chris Hall (1988)

Book proposes
law of nature

SCIENCE author Dr John
Whitfield (1994) has written
a new book examining the
idea that an understanding of
scaling and metabolic rate
might explain the behaviour
of everything from cells to
forests, from how long
individuals live to how close
together they live, to why
there are more species at the
equator
than the
poles.

In the
Beat of a
Heart:
Life,
Energy,
and the
Unity of
Nature is
published
by Joseph
Henry
Press.

The new
book by
John Whtifield
(1994)
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From the
pottom to
the top of
the world

What do Clare students do after they graduate? While
international travel is a popular option, not many recent
graduates embark on a journey quite as daunting or
adventurous as that undertaken by Sarah Lyle (2001)

This was no
ordinary
adventure -
they were
raising
money for
three
international
charities

t all began shortly after Sarah
had sat her final exams in June last
year. Out of the blue, she received
a phone call asking her if she
would be interested in joining an
expedition to climb Mt Everest.

But this was to be no ordinary
mountaineering adventure:
Everestmax, as the project was
called, would raise money for
three international charities by
travelling from the lowest point on
the surface of the Earth (the Dead
Sea in Jordan) to the highest, the
summit of Everest. Moreover,
most of the trip would be by
bicycle!

Sarah was no stranger to

sporting achievement, having been
a keen rower for the College and
Captain of the University’s
Women’s Rugby Club; but she had
never climbed a mountain, let
alone the highest peak in the
world.

Undaunted, she signed up for
the expedition, and straight after
graduation embarked on an
intensive, 10-day training course
in the Alps, culminating with an
ascent of Mont Blanc.

Everestmax itself began on 21
December 2005, when Sarah — the
youngest woman in the team — and
six other cyclists left the shores of
the Dead Sea in Jordan (420m
below sea level) on the start of
their epic journey.

Accompanied by a support
vehicle, they were in the saddle

Point of departure: Sarah
Lyle (2001) and her bike by the
shores of the Dead Sea

W
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Point of arrival:
Sarah Lyle (2001)
climbing Everest
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Above Sarah road-tests a
bicycle ambulance in Nepal
and below, there’s no respite
for Sarah, back on the road in
northern Iran after three days’
iliness
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for the next three-and-a-half
months, travelling through Syria,
Turkey, Iran, Pakistan, India,
Nepal and Tibet.

En route, the team visited
projects run by the three charities
they were supporting: Merlin,
working to help reconstruct the
Iranian city of Bam devastated by
a massive earthquake in December
2003; Practical Action, making
bicycle ambulances for villagers
in Nepal; and SOS Children’s
Villages, running a community for
orphaned Tibetan children in the
Himalayas.

I he expedition’s tight schedule

made no provision for illness.
After spending three days in bed
in northern Iran with a serious
stomach complaint, Sarah had to
get back on her bike and cover
150 miles in the next two days.

Finally, on 12 April 2006, the
team reached base camp on the
north face of Everest, 5200m
above sea level. Their journey had
covered 5000 miles overland and
more than five vertical miles.

Substituting crampons for their
cycle-gear, the team, joined by
eight climbers (including Sarah’s
uncle), began their ascent of the
world’s highest mountain.

Sarah decided to stop at Camp 3
(8050m above sea level) instead
of pressing on for the summit, but
other members of the expedition
finally conquered the roof of the
world on 21 May.

Ihe whole expedition was

recorded — with daily updates via
satellite phone — on a website
designed, built and maintained by
Sarah.

This autumn, Sarah followed a
more traditional post-graduation
path, embarking on a Master’s
degree in hydrogeology at
Birmingham.

But she will never forget her
participation in Everestmax, and
the great generosity and
hospitality she encountered along
the way.

For further information or
to support the charities
helped by Everestmax, visit
Www.everestmax.com

After three
days in bed
with a
serious
stomach
complaint,
Sarah had to
cover
150 miles in
two days
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