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Unique archive records
poets for posterity

Clare champions creativity
at first annual conference

New lab promotes
health and safety

Project seeks women’s experiences

RICHARD CARRINGTON (1965)
is a producer specialising in 
spoken-word audio recordings. 

Five years ago, while he was
working with the Poet Laureate,
Andrew Motion, a chance
conversation led to an idea which
has since grown into a worldwide
project of enormous educational and
historical importance: the Poetry
Archive.

The concept is strikingly simple:
to ensure that all the significant
English-language poets are
professionally recorded reading their
own work (an opportunity that was
tragically missed with great
twentieth century poets like Hardy
and Housman), and that these
recordings are shared with as many
people as possible by placing them
in a unique archive on the internet.

From the outset, the project has
placed a great emphasis on
education. Richard explains: “We
wanted the Poetry Archive to be both

serious and fun… so that young
people would at least give it a try.
We feel that the Archive has the
potential for revolutionising the way
that poetry is taught.” So the
recordings themselves are supported
by a host of educational material for
teachers and pupils.

Launched in November last year,
the Poetry Archive has already
recorded 99 living poets, and is busy
researching and locating historic
recordings. The project spans the
globe from Canada to New Zealand,
and for Richard it has turned into a
full-time job, and one in which he
takes great satisfaction: “We are
creating a new kind of National
Gallery.”

If you know of a potentially rare
recording of a poet reading his/her
own work, or if you would like to
make a donation to support the
Poetry Archive, please visit the
Archive’s website. 

www.poetryarchive.org

ROBIN TICCIATI (2001) is
a young star in the ascendant,
according to Britain’s
Observer newspaper. 

From 2006, Robin will be
Principal Conductor and
Artistic Director of the Gävle
Symfoni Orkester in Sweden. 

His forthcoming
engagements include
concerts with the Royal
Liverpool Philharmonic, the
Orchestra of the Age of
Enlightenment, Stuttgart
State Opera, the Salzburg
Festival and Glyndebourne.

Members’ box 
at Lord’s

Reaching out to
MML alumni

Honour for
medical research

Rising star of
conducting

Understanding
Brazil’s finances

Awards for
Indian lawyer

� Lord May of Oxford in conversation
with Dr Norman West (1965)

� Dr Anjali Kumar (1978)

� Matthew Parris (1969) and Sir Hayden Phillips (1962) at the 2005 Clare
Creativity Conference

� Robin Ticciati (2001)
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FOR Dr Norman West (1965),
health and safety is not just an
unavoidable aspect of his work, it
is his work. 

He is Operations Director at the
Health & Safety Laboratory in
Buxton, a new £60 million
facility recently opened by Lord
May of Oxford. 

Here, physicists and
toxicologists investigate hazards
which may be associated with
nano-materials, chemical
engineers study the risks from
new energy carriers such as
hydrogen, biomedical scientists
search for the causes of
occupational asthma, and
occupational psychologists study
ways of preventing workplace 
stress.

THIRTY years after the first women
undergraduates at Clare gained their
degrees, the College Archives are
launching a project to collate the
memories and experiences of the
first women to attend Clare in the
1970s. 

Please send material to Nicola
Jackson (née Davis) (1973) by email

to nicolamjackson@btinternet.com
or by post to Nicola Jackson, c/o the
Archives, Clare College, Cambridge
CB2 1TL.

Any note of experiences or
reflections, however brief or lengthy,
to capture the atmosphere and
culture of the time, would be most
welcome.

LAST September, the College hosted
the first annual Clare Creativity
Conference, on the theme Managing
Talent. 

The conference opened with a
debate ‘This house believes talent
cannot be managed’, proposed by
Matthew Parris (1969) and opposed
by Sir Hayden Phillips (1962). 

Delegates from a wide variety of
public and private sector employers
then divided into discussion groups
led by Clare alumni. 

The 2006 conference, The Act of
Creation, will take place on 5 and 6
September. For further information,
contact Dennis Sherwood (1967) on
07715 047947.

NORMAN DAWSON (1966)
will again be organising a
box for Clare Members and
their guests at the one-day
cricket Varsity Match at
Lord’s on Saturday 1 July. 

If you would like to join
him, please email him at
reade.corner@talk21.com or
telephone him on +44
(0)1235 526415. The cost is
expected to be around £45
per person, including lunch.

THE FELLOWS in Modern
Languages have launched a
Clare MML Newsletter to
keep Modern Languages
alumni up-to-date with
developments in the subject
at the College. 

The first issue was sent out
last autumn, together with a
questionnaire. Returned
forms will be used to
compile a directory of
alumni willing to offer
careers advice and work
abroad placements for
current MML students.

MILON BANERJI (1950),
Attorney General for India,
has been awarded the Padma
Vibhusan, India’s second
highest honour, and has been
made an Honorary Bencher
of Lincoln’s Inn.

� Richard Carrington(1965)
with the poet Harold Pinter
during a recording for the

Poetry Archive
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PROFESSOR Mark Walport
(1971), Director of The
Wellcome Trust, is to be
made a Fellow of Imperial
College London in
recognition of his
outstanding contribution to
medical research.

A NEW book by Dr Anjali
Kumar (1978), Brazil:
Access to Financial Services,
won the 2005 award for the
year’s best contribution to
knowledge on Brazil’s
financial system from
Febrahan, the private
bankers’ association of
Brazil. 

Dr Kumar is the Lead
Financial Economist for
Latin America and the
Caribbean at the World Bank.
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MEMBERS’ NEWS

From the
Bronze Age to
the digital age
T

Visit amazon.co.uk and
support the College

Help us to save more trees

New event gives members
more chances to return

he line-up of speakers
at this year’s Members’
Open Day is as varied and
distinguished as guests
have come to expect from
Clare’s flagship alumni
event. 

Joining Honorary Fellow
John Rutter are Fellows
Patricia Fara, Simon
Franklin, Adrian Travis and

Lorraine Tyler to talk about
their latest cutting-edge
research in the sciences
and humanities; while
former Fellow James
Dickson and alumni experts
Stephen Jakobi and Brian
Yates address a range of
fascinating and topical
issues.

Members’ Open Day takes
place on Saturday 1 July.  A
booking form is enclosed
with this issue of Clare
News. 

ONE of the most frequent comments by
Clare members is ‘We’d love to be able to
come back to College for a reunion more
than once every ten years’. 

So, by popular demand, the Alumni
Office is launching a new annual event this
summer, the Decade Reunion.

The new event, to be held on the evening
before Members’ Open Day (this year,
Friday 30 June) will give members the
chance to come back for a formal reunion

dinner in Hall, and to bring a spouse or
partner. 

Each year, alumni from a particular
decade will be invited – starting this year
with members who matriculated in the
1960s. With nearly 1400 invitations being
sent out and just 120 seats in Hall, demand
for places is expected to be particularly
high, so you are encouraged to send your
form back as soon as possible if you wish
to attend.

SPRING/SUMMER CLARE NEWS 5

Professor James Dickson (1959)
Institute of Biomedical and Life
Sciences, University of Glasgow
Oetzi, the 5,200 year-old Iceman:
greater by far than Tutankhamun

Brian Yates (1962)
Chairman, Consumers’
Association
Championing consumer interests:
50 years of Which?

Stephen Jakobi (1956)
Founder of Fair Trials Abroad
Fair Trials Abroad: International
Human Rights in action

Dr Patricia Fara (Fellow) 
Director of Studies in History &
Philosophy of Science           
Sex, Botany and Empire

Professor Simon Franklin (Fellow)
Professor of Slavonic Studies
Rethinking Russia

Dr Adrian Travis (Fellow)
Director of Studies in Engineering
3D TV

Professor Lorraine Tyler (Fellow)
Professor of Cognitive
Neuroscience
The resilient brain: Language and
aging

Dr John Rutter (1964, Honorary
Fellow)
Composer
Confessions of a composer

CLARE has made an agreement with 
the online book- and music-seller 
Amazon to benefit the College’s tutorial
system. 

Just by visiting amazon.co.uk through the
link on the College website, you will help
Clare – even if you don’t buy anything!
Under the deal, Amazon will also donate to
Clare five per cent of all sales made
through this link.

So, if you or your friends use Amazon,

please visit it through the College
alumni/friends link, and help Clare at the
same time.

www.clare.cam.ac.uk/alumni/friends 
�� Thank you to everyone who wrote in

or emailed with suggestions for a new
name for the Members’ Pages on the
College website. 

The clear favourite was e-Clare, and the
pages now bear this name. To access 
e-Clare, visit the members’ website.

www.clare.cam.ac.uk/alumni/members

TO HELP conserve resources 
and reduce the environmental
impact of its activities, the
Development Office is seeking,
wherever possible, to make
greater use of email and reduce
paper usage.

The new termly e-newsletter,
launched last October, features a
list of forthcoming events and
news of other members’ benefits.

The alumni website also
contains a wealth of information,
including a calendar of events, 
an online update form, details of
the Alumni Council, and
electronic versions of College
publications.

Please help us move towards
paperless communication by
ensuring that we have your
current email address.

�� Conserving resources through paperless
communication
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The 2006 Members’ Open Day is on Saturday 1 July. 
Here is a rundown of the distinguished speakers...

The line-up of
speakers at
this year’s
Members’

Open Day is
as varied and
distinguished

as guests
have come to
expect from

Clare’s
flagship

alumni event 
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Law Fellow sought to
maintain excellence

College’s five-year strategic plan

Clare moves
to strengthen 
ties with Yale

THE ambitious £1 billion
campaign launched last
October to mark Cambridge
University’s forthcoming
800th anniversary is an
unprecedented joint effort by
all the colleges, departments,
faculties and institutes. 

For its part, Clare is
committed to the campaign’s
objectives, many of which –
bursaries, teaching and
facilities – will be realised at
the college level. 

To this end, all gifts to
Clare count as gifts towards
the 800th Campaign. 

You can therefore support
a great university by
supporting your college.

A gift to Clare is a gift to
Cambridge!

Legacies lay
foundations
for future
success

Katy returns
to join team

Support Clare
and help
Cambridge!

DEVELOPMENT NEWS

IN 2005, the College
received almost £100,000 in
legacy gifts. 

These funds have been put
to immediate use to support
current Clare students
through bursaries, travel
awards and choral
scholarships. 

In the future, too, legacies
will be crucially important in
helping the College to
remain a centre of excellence
in education and research,
providing individual teaching
and pastoral support.

Not only do legacies help
to sustain all those aspects of
College that are most
valuable, but recent research
has also shown that people
who leave a charitable legacy
in their will live three years
longer on average than those
who don’t!

If you would like to
discuss in confidence the
different ways of
remembering Clare in your
will, please contact the
Development Officer, Katy
Astley, on +44 (0)1223
333218 or by email at
development@clare.cam.ac.uk

The College
would like 
to attract a
high-quality
academic

lawyer, 
able to carry
forward the
tradition of
excellence

embodied by
Kurt Lipstein

and 
Colin Turpin

The double
Mellon

anniversary in
2007 will

provide the
opportunity 

to strengthen
the ties 

with Yale

<<<

IN a year’s time, the College will
celebrate the centenary of Paul
Mellon’s birth and the 75th
anniversary of the establishment of
the Mellon Fellowships. 

The exchange programme between
Yale and Clare was visionary when
Paul Mellon founded it in 1932. 

Since then, the Fellowships have
given the College a wonderfully
enriching trans-Atlantic connection,
and have transformed the lives of
their holders.

In its recently published strategic
plan, Clare identifies the
strengthening of its links with the
USA as one of its key goals. 

The double anniversary in 2007
will provide the opportunity for all
140 Mellon Fellows to contribute to
this aim, following in the spirit of
Paul Mellon’s own programme.

Joining together in a unique ‘Class
Gift’, the Mellon Fellows will
establish a Clare-Yale Fellowship
Fund, the income from which will be
used to provide full or part funding
to Clare graduate students going to
Yale and those coming in the
opposite direction.

In our increasingly inter-dependent
yet unstable world, strengthening the
link between two of the greatest
institutions of learning will help
foster trans-Atlantic understanding. 

The Clare-Yale Fellowship Fund
will be Clare’s contribution to
supporting talented young scholars
from both countries in the
furtherance of knowledge.

� Paul Mellon (1929), founder of the 
Mellon Fellowships

CLARE has been fortunate to be
served by a succession of eminent
Law Fellows. 

Generations of Clare students have
benefited from the teaching, wisdom
and personal guidance of such
distinguished academics as Lord
(Bill) Wedderburn, Kurt Lipstein,
Colin Turpin, Bob Hepple and
Elizabeth Freeman.

The Fellows themselves have been
recognised for their eminence
through promotion to Professorships
and Readerships by the University. 

Ironically, this imposes constraints
on the College, since the more
successful Fellows are in securing
promotion, the less time they can
devote to undergraduate teaching
within the collegiate system.

With the recent appointment of

Neil Andrews (currently Director of
Studies in Law) to a Readership,
Clare now has a pressing need for an
additional Teaching Fellow in Law. 

In particular, the College would
like to attract a high-quality,
dedicated and youthful academic,
able to carry forward to a new
generation the tradition of excellence
embodied by Kurt Lipstein and Colin
Turpin.

Clare has therefore decided to raise
funds for the appointment of a
College Teaching Officer, employed
solely by the College to focus on
undergraduate supervision. 

It is hoped that the College’s law
alumni will join together and help to
secure the excellence of
undergraduate education in this
subject.

� Professor Kurt Lipstein, Law Fellow at Clare for 50 years

� Legacies help the 
College look forward to 
a golden future

KATY
ASTLEY
(2000) returned
to Clare at the
beginning of
2006 to join the
Development
Office team. 

She writes: “I
started work in
January as
Development
Officer, with
particular responsibility for
the Annual Fund and the
Legacy Programme. 

“I graduated from Clare in
2003 and I am thrilled to
have the opportunity to
utilise my skills to help
ensure the long-term success
of the College. 

“In my spare time I enjoy
listening to and playing
classical music.  

“I live in Waterbeach with
my husband Mike (also Clare
2000), my bassoon Albert,
and a large tankful of tropical
fish.”

AFTER a two-year consultation with
alumni from different sectors and all
generations, the College published
its new five-year strategic plan in
January. 

The plan reaffirms Clare’s
distinctive values of academic
excellence combined with
friendliness, of openness, diversity
and a commitment to progressive
thinking.

The document also underlines the
College’s continued determination to

open up opportunity to the brightest
students from every background, and
to deliver a world-class
undergraduate education by
safeguarding the provision of 
small-group teaching through the
College-based supervision system.

The 2006-10 Strategic Plan can 
be downloaded from the College
website.

www.clare.cam.ac.uk/
alumni/documents/

StrategicPlan2006-10.pdf 

� Katy
Astley
(2000)
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