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Bananas in
Bangkok

FOLLOWING the story
about bananas in the
Fellows’ Garden (Clare
News 18 p. 16), Dr J.P.
Dickson (1947) wrote from
Bangkok with a picture of
the bananas growing in his
own garden. Clare clearly
has competition!

Bananas in Dr Dickson’s
Thai garden

Clare travels
Down Under

THE COLLEGE will be
hosting its first official
alumni gatherings in
Australia this September,
thanks to the support of
Fellow Andrew Holmes who
is a Professor at the
University of Melbourne.

The events will take place
at the Athenaeum Club in
Melbourne (11 September),
the Lobby Restaurant in
Canberra (13 September) and
the Conservatorium of Music
in Sydney (18 September).

Members of Clare in
Australia and New Zealand
are warmly encouraged to
note the dates in their diaries.
Formal invitations will be
sent in May.

Richard Egarr
has been
appointed as
Music
Director of the
Academy of
Ancient
Music,
one of the
world’s
foremost
period-
instrument
orchestras

Clare alumnus wins
top musical post

RICHARD EGARR (1982) has
taken over from Christopher
Hogwood as Music Director of the
Academy of Ancient Music, one of
the world’s first and foremost
period-instrument orchestras.

Richard read Music at Clare and
was also
Organ Scholar. His distinguished
musical career
to date has included work with the
Chamber Orchestra of Europe, and
he is director of the Amsterdam-
based Academy of the Begijnhof.

Since it was founded in 1973,
AAM has given concerts across six
continents and made over 250
recordings, establishing its pre-
eminence in music of the Baroque
and Classical periods. It is currently
Orchestra-in-Residence at the
University of Cambridge.

weblink: www.aam.co.uk

Richard Egarr (1982)

Two Members recejve
New Year’s Honours

TWO members of Clare were
recognised in the 2007 New Year’s
Honours.

John Rutter (1964, Honorary
Fellow), one of Britain’s
best-known composers and
conductors, was awarded a CBE for
services to music.

Earlier in his career, John was
Clare’s first full-time Director of
Music, laying the foundations for the
College’s excellence in music and

Dr John Rutter CBE (1964)

the Choir’s current international
reputation.

Brian Smith (1954), a Deputy
Lord Lieutenant of Leicestershire
and a noted patron of charitable
causes in the county, was awarded an
OBE for charitable services.

The College was pleased to be
able to congratulate both members
on their honours in person when they
attended the Benefactors’ Dinner on
12 January.

Brian Smith OBE DL (1954)
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Members will continue to enjoy Reunion Dinners and overnight
accommodation free of charge

Reunion dinners to

remain free of charge

A MEMBER’S proposal to introduce
a charge for Reunion Dinners
and/or the associated overnight
accommodation in College failed
to win support at the second
meeting of the Alumni Council
last December.

Although Clare is one of only two
colleges in Cambridge to provide
reunion dinners and rooms free of

charge, it was decided to retain the
status quo.

The Alumni Council
recommended, however, that it
should be made easier for members
to make a donation to bursary
funds at the time of their Reunion,
if they so wish.

weblink: www.clare.cam.ac.uk/
alumni/alumnicouncil/minutes.html

Family & Friends Programme
goes from strength to strength

THE COLLEGE is very aware

of the sacrifices that parents/
guardians and other family members
make to send students to Clare, and
the importance of family support in
providing a platform for academic
success.

In recognition, the College
launched the Family and Friends
Programme in 2005.

Open to parents/guardians and
family members of current
undergraduates, the programme aims
to help them feel more closely
connected with life at Clare, keeping
them in touch with issues and events
concerning the College and its
undergraduates.

A highlight is the annual Parents’
Dinner, held in February The
programme as a whole has proved
extremely popular, with more
families than ever joining this year.
There are currently more than 240
families participating.

Members of the Family and
Friends Programme have also
generously donated over £9,000 to
purchase books for the Forbes
Mellon Library, through the Family
Book Fund.

For more information, please
contact the Development Office or
visit the website.

weblink: www.clare.cam.ac.uk/
alumni/friends

The
programme
aims to help

family
members feel
more closely
connected
with life at
Clare

Diplomatic
memoir

SIR JOHN LEAHY KCMG
(1946), a former British
Ambassador to South Africa
(1979-82) and High
Commissioner to Australia
(1984-88), has published his
entertaining autobiography,
A Life of Spice.

Chapters recall Sir John’s
time at Clare and his tenure
as a Mellon Fellow at Yale,
as well as his diplomatic
career.
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A Life of Spice by
Sir John Leahy (1946)

Musician wins
BBC bursary

GRAHAM ROSS (2003)
has succeeded against
thousands of hopefuls to
win one of four BBC Fame
Academy Bursaries awarded
this year.

The bursaries, to help
promising young musicians
at the start of their careers,
were set up with the money
raised from the public’s
telephone voting during the
TV series Fame Academy.

Correction

PROFESSOR ANTHONY
PAWSON (1970) is a
Fellow of the Royal Society
of Canada not a Fellow of
the Royal Society of
Chemistry as stated in Clare
News 18, p. 3.
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