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RAF officer recounts
his time in Afghanistan

Organists win posts at
prestigious churches

Rock art
inspires music

Pianist’s
debut CD 

Coast to coast at 79

Arctic journey

Two CBEs
for Clare
alumni

Scientist’s Kyoto Prize

� The new CD by Nicholas
Rimmer (2000)

� James McVinnie (2003) at the
organ of Westminster Abbey
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Cathedral

Media 
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this
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and 

beguiling
country 
to the

betterment 
of the Afghan

people
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PETER WEBB (1988) has
written a book about his
journey to the northern 
lights of Spitsbergen, an
island in the middle of 
the Arctic wilderness. Ice
bears and Kotick: Rowing 
on top of the world
(Seafarer Books) is a
remarkable account of 
an adventure amid one of 
the bleakest landscapes on
earth.

I was posted to Kandahar
in early 2007 as the

NATO Head of Engineering and
Estates. Although I had managed
works projects in the UK, little
would have prepared me for the task
of taking over a busy airfield and a
garrison town of over 11,500 Allied
troops and civilians based in war-
torn Kandahar province.

My first task was progressively to
take over facilities from the US
military, on behalf of NATO.
Additionally, there was €30 million
worth of new construction to be
scoped and superintended –
including roads, fresh water and
sewerage systems, a hospital, fuels
depot, taxiways and static defences. 

Large areas of the airfield which
remained mined since the Soviet
occupation in the 1980s needed to be
cleared. New contracts for
centralised catering, supply, transport
and laundry services were also being
implemented, each requiring
buildings, living accommodation,
water, power and other services – all
of which were in short supply.

Conditions were challenging:
southern Afghanistan is arid, dusty

and hot, yet we also caught the tail
of the Asian monsoon resulting in
widespread flooding and damage to
the base. Rocket attacks occurred
frequently, so body armour and
helmets were always at hand and we
remained armed at all times.

My team of Canadian, US and
British engineers also spent time
planning better utilisation of the site.
In addition to reopening the airfield
to scheduled civilian flights, aid
agencies were also keen to develop
air cargo facilities to allow Afghan
farmers to export fruit and
vegetables and diversify from poppy
and hashish production. 

Furthermore, the fledgling Afghan
National Air Corps plans to operate
helicopters from the airfield and thus
progressively take over the internal
security role.

Media reports naturally focus on
the sensational events, especially in
Helmand and Kandahar provinces,
but these reports cloud the enormous
progress that has been made across
the rest of this enchanting and
beguiling country, with significant
investment in political reform,
education, health and
infrastructure to the
betterment of the Afghan
people.

MEMBERS’ NEWS www.clare.cam.ac.uk

2 CLARE NEWS AUTUMN/WINTER AUTUMN/WINTER  CLARE NEWS  3

TWO MEMBERS of Clare
were awarded CBEs in The
Queen’s Birthday Honours.
Duncan Robinson (1962,
Bye Fellow) was honoured
for services to the heritage of
art, following his retirement
as Director of the Fitzwilliam
Museum in January. 

Councillor Nicholas
Skellett (1960), leader of
Surrey County Council, was
honoured for services to
local government.

TWO OF the College’s recent organ
scholars have secured prestigious
posts at two of England’s greatest
churches.

James McVinnie (2003) has been
appointed Assistant Organist at
Westminster Abbey, following 18
months as Organ Scholar at St
Paul’s Cathedral. 

He started his new post in April,
but also remained at St Paul’s until
September as Acting Sub-Organist.

James’s successor at Clare, Tim
Harper (2004) steps into his shoes
as Organ Scholar at St Paul’s, after a
year at Canterbury Cathedral.

A CLARE alumnus has become the first Canadian
scientist to win a prestigious Kyoto Prize. 

Professor Anthony Pawson (1970) is a world
renowned cell biologist at the University of Toronto
whose work on cancer cell signalling forms the
basis for new approaches to cancer treatment.

The Kyoto Prize is awarded by Japan’s Inamori
Foundation to honour those who have contributed
significantly to the scientific and cultural betterment
of humankind. Last year Professor Pawson won the
Templeton Prize. He is also one of only nine
Canadians to have been made Companions of
Honour by The Queen.

FORMER Clare organ
scholar Nicholas Rimmer
(2000) has just released his
debut CD. The recording
arose from Nicholas winning
first prize at the prestigious
German Music Competition
in 2006, at which he
performed in front of a panel
of over 30 distinguished
jurors in Bonn’s main
concert hall. 

The CD features works for
viola and piano by
Beethoven, Pärt and
Shostakovich.

MUSICIAN Tim Palmer
(1989) has been taking part
in an unusual collaborative
project at the invitation of
the London Sinfonietta. 

The initiative, which
involves Ugandan musicians
and artists, combines
sculpture and music with the
natural environment,
focusing on the natural rock
formations of Lului Island in
Lake Victoria.

In February 2007, four
British musicians and a
sculptor travelled to the
island to explore the
naturally resonant rock
formations. 

In November last year, the
musicians performed their
new compositions at the
Commonwealth Heads of
Government meeting in
Kampala.

The final stage will happen
this October, when the
Ugandans will come to the
UK and perform in London.

PATRICK MARSH (1948)
has fulfilled a long-held
ambition by completing the
192-mile coast-to-coast walk
from St Bees in Cumbria to
Robin Hood’s Bay in
Yorkshire just a year before
his eightieth birthday.

He said:  ‘At the age of 79
there were one or two
moments when I wondered if
I’d make it!’

COLLEGE near-contemporaries Sir
Hayden Phillips (1962) and Robert
Key MP (1963) were installed as lay
canons of Salisbury Cathedral at a
service last April, conducted by the
Bishop of Salisbury.

Appropriately, Robert Key, MP for
Salisbury for the past 25 years, is the
first holder of a new stall named
after the city. Sir Hayden’s stall,
‘Marlborough’, acknowledges his
role as Chairman of the Marlborough
College Council.

As members of the College of
Canons, Sir Hayden and Mr Key will
provide feedback to the Cathedral on
its activities and help to inform the

policy decisions of the Chapter. The
Dean of Salisbury praised their ‘very
particular skills’.

� Bryan Hunt (2004) – centre without sunglasses – and other Kandahar
engineers go on recce

� Professor
Anthony Pawson
CH OC FRS (1970)

Bryan Hunt (2004) is an RAF officer, currently serving in
the Ministry of Defence, Whitehall. This is his personal
account of his time in Kandahar, Afghanistan, in 2007

� Duncan Robinson CBE DL
(1962, Bye Fellow)

� Robert Key (1963) (first from left)
and Sir Hayden Phillips (1962) (first
from right) in Salisbury Cathedral
following their installation as lay
canons

Cathedral installs new canons

“

”

Picture: Bryan Hunt
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Gardens
of delight

he gardens at The Manor
House, Upton Grey, were first
created one hundred years ago
by the great Gertrude Jekyll. 

On a chalky, sloping, four-and-
a-half acre site, Jekyll designed
one of her most beautiful
gardens. It includes many of her
trademark features such as Wild
Garden, Rose Lawn, planted
drystone walls, nuttery and, of
course, beautiful herbaceous
borders.

However, when John Wallinger
(1959) and his wife Rosamund
bought the property in 1984, the
house was virtually derelict and
the garden over-grown with
weeds and brambles. In
Rosamund’s words, ‘it was an
unkempt jungle’. Fortunately,
although few of Jekyll’s original
plants had survived, no
constructive damage had been
done. Having discovered the
site’s historic importance, John
and Rosamund decided to
research the garden. They found
a full set of plans at The
University of California,

Berkeley, obtained copies and
embarked on a full-scale
restoration.

What they have recreated in
the stunning Hampshire
countryside is now believed to
be the most authentic Gertrude
Jekyll garden in existence, ‘a
living museum of Jekyll design’.
It is also generally
acknowledged to be one of the
most beautiful gardens in
England and was recently voted
‘Britain’s Best Garden 2008’.

The gardens at Upton Grey
are open to visitors by
appointment.

T
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Clare is justly famous for its Fellows’ Garden, but there are

other great gardens in England with a College connection.

Clare News visited two of the best…

1 The
entrance to
the Wild
Garden,
Upton Grey

2 Roses and
camellias,
hallmarks of
Ringmer
Park

3 The house
seen across
the White
Garden at
Ringmer
Park

4 Ringmer
Park’s
immaculate
herbaceous
borders

5 Geometric
formality on
the rose
lawn at
Upton Grey

>>>

weblink:
www.gertrudejekyllgarden.co.uk

estling beneath the South
Downs, the spectacular
six-acre gardens at

Ringmer Park have been created
over the last twenty-two years
by the owner Michael Bedford
(1966).

A series of densely-planted
‘garden rooms’ surround the
main house. They include a
restful white garden with an

ornamental pool, a formal rose
garden, a clematis-covered
pergola, and spectacular, double
herbaceous borders. The
emphasis is on continuous
flowering from displays of bulbs
in spring to the hot garden in
October with its bold and
dramatic blocks of colour.

Roses feature heavily
throughout the gardens,

imbuing them with a sense of
romance and a quintessential
English beauty. Michael has
sourced plants from around
the world, and carefully placed
sculptures provide focal points
and vistas.

The garden is regularly open
to the public through the
National Gardens Scheme and
for other charities.

The kind of decorative
gardening exemplified by
the Wallingers and
Bedfords is nothing new. 

In fact, it was being
practised as long ago as
the early 17th century, as
a new book by Anna
Parkinson (1973) makes
clear.

Nature’s Alchemist tells
the story of Anna’s
distant ancestor, John
Parkinson, who was
gardener, apothecary and
herbalist to Charles I. 

As well as creating a
famous garden in London
between 1600 and 1640,
John Parkinson
introduced some of our
best-loved garden plants,

including rhubarb,
amaryllis and passion
flower.

He also wrote two seminal
books on horticulture, a
1629 treatise on
decorative gardening and
a 1640 herbal. 

Nature’s Alchemist
combines biography,
social history and
gardening history, and is
illustrated with a wealth of
beautiful engravings from
John Parkinson’s works.

The Manor House, Upton Grey, Hampshire

Ringmer Park, near Lewes, East Sussex
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Book celebrates
horticultural
pioneer

� Engraving of an iris,
from John Parkinson’s
1629 book on gardening,
subtitled ‘The Garden of
Pleasant Flowers’
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